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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 



TO THE ENGLISH EDITION. 



Since the following pages were first written and pub- 
lished in French, many attempts have been made in 
Russia to effect reforms in the clergy, such as the 
abolition of caste, the improvement of schools, and 
the granting to bishops and priests a little more 
independence. 

We by no means call in question the good inten- 
tions that prompted these reforms; but we must 
remark, that some have been decreed on paper with- 
out bringing about any sensible and real change, 
and the others leave untouched the foundations and 
roots of the evil we have sought to disclose. In 
every case, many years must elapse before any change 
can be felt as their result. After these reforms, 
the deigy is still a caste separated from the rest 
of the nation, and the Church is still in absolute 
dependence on the State. The causes of this situa- 
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tiou remain; we do not see what we have to con- 
sider as changed. 

That there may be in Russia a certain tendency 
to moTe towards the separation of Chorch and State, 
we do not deny; nor do we dlspnte that in time 
this tendency of men's minds may lead to radical 
changes in the mntnal relations of the Russian 
Goverumeut and the official Church ; but, hitherto, 
nothing has been done in this direction, and this 
nnfortnnate Chnrch, attacked on the one side by 
the Ilaskol, and on the other by ^ihUism, seems, 
notwithstanding all appearances of prosperity, des- 
tined speedily to perish. Strangely should we de- 
ceive oursdves if we failed to see that these twin 
plagues of the contemporaneons Russian Church 
have developed, and continue to develop themselves 
solely in consequence of the absorption of the Church 
by the State ; and until a remedy shall have been 
applied to this fundamental evil, reformers will have 
accomplished nothing. 

Paris, April 1872. 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 



Haying, at an esteemed Mend's request, read the 
original of this work, Le Clergi Rusae, I concnrred 
in his opinion that the graphic picture it contained 
of Rttssian ecclesiaBtical life and organisation was so 
ingtructive, especially in the present transition state 
of ecclesiastical thought and feeling in England, that 
to onveil it to English eyes would render service, 
albeit but humble, to the sacred cause of truth and 
progress. 

Inasmuch as the Author, whose work I have trans- 
lated, is a living Catholic Father as well as an his- 
torical writer of repnte, I, a Protestant, felt boond, 
especially after being favoured with the Author's 
consent to the translation, to allow him, by a yery 
faithfhl rendering of the original, to speak not only 
as an historian, but also as a Catholic. 

Two works of merit have recently issued from the 
press in this country treating on subjects closely 
connected with that of this work; and from the 
pens of vmters whose careftil observation and wide 
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research invest their works with interest and entitle 
ihem to anthority. 

The one is, Tlic Patriarch and the Tsar, — TJie 
Replies 0/ the humble Nicon, by the mercy of God 
Patriareh (of Moscow), &c. (London, Trnbner, 1871), 
in which the Author, W. Palmer, M.A., of Magda- 
len College, Oxford, specially vindicates the charac- 
ter of the most eminent among the sufferers for 
spiritual independence in Eussia. The other, Tlie 
Pope of Borne and the Popes of the Oriental OrthO' 
dox Church (London, Longmans, 1871), in which 
the Bev. Father Tondini, Bamabite, so concln- 
sively demonstrates the enslavement of the Bussian 
•episcopate, and so clearly traces it to its source, 
the ^nll of the autocrat, as -surely to deter all An- 
glicans from looking for union eastwards. 

That, with these two, the present work, by 
widening the field of facts to the eye of the ob- 
serving, may contribute to correct errors inherited 
from the past, and to form universally sounder 
principles of ecclesiastical polity in the future, is 
the earnest wish doubtless of the Author^ and cer- 
^iainly of the 

Tbanslator. 

London, April 8, 1872. 
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THE RUSSIAN CLERGY. 



INTRODUCTION. 

• 

The accession of the Emperor Alexander II. 

to the throne of Eussia inaugurated a new era 
for that yast empire. Since that event the serfs 
have been emancipated; the introduction of 
trial by jury with an oral and public procedure 
has completely reorganised the administration 
of justice ; and territorial institutions have laid 
the first foundations of self-government. With 
these important and salutary reforms, however, 
we have not to be occupied. We confine our- 
selves to a single observation. Those inveter- 
ate abuses could not be touched without the 
discovery of others, and reforms already effected 
could not but open the path to new ones. Among 
those yet to be accomplished, one of the most 
important concerns the clergy and the organisa- 

B 
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tion of the Eussian Churcli. During the reign 
of the £mperor Nicholas puhUc opinion was 
little interested in the situation of the clerg}-. 
In connection with it many abuses were known 
to exist, but their correction seemed to be a 
matter of little importance. For some thirty 
years H. Andr^ MonraTieff alone devoted his 
pen to this subject; but his chief object was to 
throw a veil over disorders unfortunately too 
real: he denied the abuses, not combated 
them. It is not so now. The laity, through 
tlie press, arc allowed to make frequent attacks 
more or less clear and direct against the Eus- 
sian clergy, and the latter reply. A consider- 
able number of journals and ecclesiastical re- 
views exist, the chief work of which is to 
defend the clergy, but which, however, from 
time to time call loudly for reform. This pub- 
licity is quite insufficient, because of the very 
narrow limits imposed on the liberty of the 
press. When a question arises of abuses exist- 
ing in the administrative order, a sufficiently 
great kititude is accorded to the journals. Ey 
the aid of rhotf>rieal precautions they were re- 
cently able to make a breach in the fimda- 
mentol principles of Christianity and of social 
order; but were checked when their efforts 
were directed against the clergy and church 
organisation. Everything touching on matters 
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Introduction. 8 

of this kind being subjected to ecclesiastical 

censure, it is almost impossible to carry on 
discussion on this ground. In this embarrass- 
meat recourse was had to the foreign press. In 
1858 a very remarkable pamphlet was pub- 
lished at Paris on the condition of the country 
elergy of Bussia.* It contained harrowing de- 
tails on the abuses existing in the administra- 
tion of the dioceses, and in tho estahlisliments 
for the education and fomiation of the clergy. 
This pamphlet produced in Eussia a prodigious 
effect. Although its author took care to ccm- 
coal his name, it was soon known that he was 
a poor priest of the diocese of Tver, named 
Belustin. The Synod was much irritated, and 
about to make the unfortunate writer feel the 
weight of its anger, when the intervention of 
M. Bajanoff, the Emperor's confessor, sheltered 
him from zil persecution. 

It caunot be doubted that this publication 
had some influence on a decision taken bv the 
Synod at tho beginning of 1859. By the organ 
of the Chief Procurator of the Synodf all the 
bishops were invited to send to this assembly 
their opinion on the condition of the ecclesiasti- 
cal schools, and the means of improving them. 

* Onseasie ocncxaro xnoieiicm— mciill saqiaHnmtt Gdopmuti^ 
ir. Paris, Frank, 1858. 

t See, for tlie fnnctioiu of the Chief Froourator, farther od, 
chap* y. 
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» 

The bishops requested the advice of the rectors 
and snperiors of the seminaries: these con^- 

sultcd the directors and professors ; the result 
was a vast inquiry, which in a few months 
placed the Synod in possession of a yolmninons 
correspondence. A special commission was ap-. 
pointed to sift it, and to draw up a scheme of 
regulation for the seminaries. This was laid « 
aside, we know not why, and replaced by an- 
other commission composed of two rectors, four 
secular priests, and two laymen, under the 
presidency of a member of the episcopate. 

In 1862 this commission presented to the 
Synod its scheme, which was printed in 1863, 
with the objections made by the two laymen, 
the procks verbam of the commission, and se- 
veral other papers. The whole work was sent 
to the bishops, who were obliged to open a 
new inquiry. Meanwhile, there appeared at 
Leipsio anonjrmoiisly another work, on the 
condition of the clerical schools in Bnssia.* 
From day to day the ecclesiastical question 
filled a larger place in the attention of the 
public and of tiie govenmient ; and on the 28th 
of June 1862 the Emperor caused a proposal 
to be made in the Synod for an inquiry as to 
the means of ameliorating the condition of the 

* 06^ y( TpoiicTBli ^yxoBHbixi ynuHifL Bi pocciH. Leipsig, Wag- 
ner, 1863. Svo. 
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ole^y. A new oommission was appointed, 

under the presidency of the Metropolitan of St. 
Petersburg. It was composed of all the mem- 
bers of the Synod, the ministers of the Interior, 
of the Domains, and of Foliee, of the Chief 
Procurator of the Synod, and the Director-Gc- 
neral of the Ecclesiastical Schools, Prince Our- 
onssoff, to whom were joined Count de Tolstoy, 
the Chamberlain Batachkoff, and M. Demon- 
tovig. 

On January 17th, 1863, a paper of ques- 
tions was addressed to the bishops. In April 
of the same year sub-commissions were formed 
in each diocese, composed of the diocesan, the 
Provincial Governor, and the Director of Do- 
mains. These sub-commissions addressed them- 
selves, it may be said, to everybody for infor- 
mation; and the result was the creation in 1864 
for each parish of a species of churchwarden 
committee, which were also bound to seek the 
means for improving the condition of the clergy, 
Le* for augmenting their incomes. 

We will not examine if the wide scope 
given to this inquiry did not conceal the intent 
to mar thfc work of reform. It is quite cer- 
tain that this great question was set down. in 
the (yrdera for the day^ and the government 
itself allowed that something must be done. 
The Press was thereby encouraged, and set 
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itself more vigorotialy to point out the abmeB 
it noticed in the clergy and in thdr sehookk 

To these attacks replies came from different 
quarters, but seem to have produced but little 
effeet. 

If one compares the course adopted by the 
Eussian government, wlicu it took in hand the 
emancipation of the peasantry, and that which 
it pursues on the present question, there will 
be no diflSicuIty in becoming convinced that 
this double inquiry into the situation of the 
clergy and the ecclesiastical schools, must ter- 
minate in results much more important than 
one would at first sight suppose. There is 
among the Eussiau clergy such a mass of 
abuses, and these so interlaced one with an- 
other, that the subject cannot be touched with* 
out revealing the necessity of a radical reform, 
and of a new organisation iu the Church itself. 
The first thing to be done is to establish the 
existence of the evil, then to find the remedy, 
and to apply it. Without doubt this question 
bristles with difficulties far otherwise serious 
than all those which the goyemment has 
hitherto undertaken to resolve: but on the 
other hand, the necessity of destroying the 
abuses and effecting reforms is so evident that 
it is impossible to draw back. It must there- 
fore be admitted that reform will, take place; 
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but how, and by whom, will it be bTOugbt 

about? Will the Russian Oliurch be left to 
achieve this great work herseii*, — will she be 
allowed to assemble in council, or ratheri will 
the goyemment take it in hand? 

'Tis very natural that the Eussian clergy 
should display little eagerness to allow them- 
selves to be lef omed by the civil power^ and 
it is not for us to reproach them ; but we must 
say that the resistance they can oppose is by 
no means formidable. The government, herein 
agreeing with pubUo opinion, seems convinced 
that reform would not take place if the task of 
effecting it were abandoned to the clergy. The 
efforts which the Synod or the bishops would 
make to be intrusted with this task would be 
considered only as a means of shelving the 
question. Besides, the Eussian clergy have 
not strength enough to contend with the go« 
vemment. Long ago it renounced all power 
of originating action, and abdicated all inde- 
pendence. Of the numerous causes of its weak- 
ness there is one which it concerns us to point 
out. 

The Eussian clergy is divided; in its bosom 
are two parties hostile the one to the other; 
the secular, and the regular clergy. The latter 
body, which consists exclusively of the monks ' 

of St. Basil, is in Eussia vulgarly designated 
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the Blach clergu* probably because it alone 
uniformly wears vestments of that colour. By 
opposition the secular clergy are called the 
White clenjy.^ These designatioiis being short 
and expressive, we deem it expedient to adopt 
them. 

The history of the Catholic Church reveals 
traces of a rivalry between the secular and 

regular clergy; but this in its most lively 
manifestations cannot be compared with the 
profound hatred with which the secular clergy 
of Bussia regard the regular. This state of 
things is due to several causes. Let us first 
point to the publication of an important work 
which treats on this question ex professo. 

There has just appeared at Leipsic, in the 
Russian language, a book entitled, Of the 
White and Black Clergy of Russia^X The au- • 
thor, who has not deemed it expedient to pub- 
lish his name, shows himself the violent enemy 
of the Black clergy. It is true that he is not 
very tender towards the White clergy; that he 
unveQs many grave abuses, the reform of 
which he energetically demands. But in act- 
ing thus, he does not show himself the enemy 
of these, and indeed 'tis their cause he pro- 

* Hepnoe «prxoMaeno. f liioe 4yxoMHCTM. 

X 0 iipasfKMnBiion <ttion ■ ^niNion jpnoMHCirt n poocia. Leip- 
zig, Wagner, 1866. 
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fesses to serve. The book is at once a rude 

attack on the Elaek clergy, and a programme 
of the reforms wished by the White. It is 
impossible for us to adopt the point of view of 
this anonymous writer ; but his work contains 
revclatious so cuiious and important, it touches 
almost all sides of the question with so much 
vigour, that one reads it with the liveliest in- 
terest. 

The situation of the Eussian clergy being 
but imperfectly knoMm out of Eussia, we have 
thought it expedient to profit by this publica- 
tion in calling the attention of our readers to 
this subject. Moreover, it seemed to us to 
belong to a Catholic pen to correct the errone- 
ous ideas of the author, to indicate the real 
causes of the abuses, and the path in which 
must be sought the solution of the problem. 

For the sake of order we will successively 
treat — 1st, of the White clergy ; 2d, of the 
Black clergy; 3d, of the Ecclesiastical Schools; 
4th, of the Episcopate ; and 5th, of the Go- 
vernment of the Church. 
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CHAPTi» L 

THE WHTEB CLB&QT. 

In the Latin Church celibacy is obligatoiy 
on all clerks in Holy Orders, beginning with 
the subdeacons. In tlie East a less rigorous 
discipline has long prevailed. There, as in the 
Latin Church,* once let a man enter Holy 
Orders, he can no longer marry; the Sacrament 
of the Order is an impediment dirimant to 
marriagef in the East as wdl as in the West. 
But if a married man present himself for ordi- 
nation he is not rejected, and is permitted to 
keep his wife. This custom is so rooted in 
Eastern manners, that when Eastern Churches 

* The Orders of the Roman Church, unlike those of the Eng- 
lish, are divided into Major and Minor ; the latter emhracing the 
Acolytus, Odtiarius (the door-keeper), Lector (reader), and Exor- 
cista (ezoroiser). The Major include the suhdeacon, deacon, and 
priest wifh bishop. These last foim the difEerent degrees of the 
Sacrament of Older, are. called holy, and cannot be repeated. 
Obligatory celibacy applies from the subdeacon upwarda. ^Trans.') 

f The impedimenta to marriage are, in the language of the 
canon law, either impr die nt la or dirimentia. The former are those 
circumstances that make the marriage unlawful, but which, when 
it has been contracted, do not affect its validity ; the latter are 
those which render the marriage not only nnlavrful, but i]l?alid. 

^. fc V * 4, 

» W % ^ ^ * 

. > k ^ k 

Digitized by Google 



Chap. L The White Clergy^ 



11 



IuiT6 reentered the ocmimiimoft of the Catholio 
Church and recognised the authmity of the 

Pope, the Holy See has uot exacted from them 
conformity to the ecclesiastioal law of celibacy. 
It oannot be Mud that thia eondescenaion to 
ancient customs involves any serious incon- 
veniences. X have seen close at hand Maro- 
nite priestS) who are generally numried; it ia 
not rare to find among them virtuous men^ ex* 
cellent Christians, and even very good priests. 
But it is certain that the population of the 
Lebanon is found amid conditions quite ex- 
ceptional. The inhabitants of a Maronite vil- 
lage would not understand a cure not being 
chosen by themselves, and would have much 
difficulty in taking as our6 a stranger to their 
village. When the cure is vacant, they as- 
semble, and make choice of some peasant, some 
good father of a &mily, a good Christian, who 
has probably never dreamt of being dotbed 
with an ecclesiastical status. They present 
him to the bishop, and if the testimonies in his 
behalf are satisfactory, if he can read the Syriao 
characters, he is sent to pass three weeks in a 
convent, lie there learns to say mass, to ad- 



The naion of a Catholic with % omi-Catholio Christian, without 
previous dispensation, is an instance of the former (Impedientin) ; 
the union of persons within the second degree of coaaanguinity id 
an instance of the latter (jdirimetUia), (^lYam.) 
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minister the saerainents ; and when deemed just 

sufficiently instructed, is ordained, and returns 
to his village to take possession of his cure. 

Amid these populations, simple and fiill of 
fiEdth, such an organisation is possible; perhaps, 
considering the state of the country, it would 
be difficult to substitute a better. In other 
ciicumstances this would be manifestly dif- 
ferent. We shall presently see that the orga- 
nisation of the married clergy of Eussia has no 
resemblance whatever to that we have just 
sketched. Among Hie Maronites themselyes 
circmnstanoes are being modified, and in pro- 
portion as the people lose their simplicity, it 
becomes a necessity to reduce the number of 
married priests. The bishops, doubtless, some- 
times have trouble in resisting the pressing 
applications made to them ; but, in many cases, 
it is necessary to know how to oppose an un- 
shakeable firmness to all solicitation. 

From what we have just said, it results 
that, in given circumstances, priests being 
fBithers of fiamilies can indeed administer the 
sacraments of baptism and marriage, conduct 
burials, celebrate the holy mass, chant the 
offices, and hear a certain number of confes- 
sions, especially at Easter. Sut it is not diffi- 
cult to understand that, absorbed by the care 
of their households, by the education and 
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settlement of their children, they do not bring 
to the exercise of their sacred ministry the 

same zeal, devotion, and self-denial as those 
priests who are free from, such cares. Take, 
for example, the case of hearing the confession 
of a person dying of some contagions disease : 
the priest celibate will go, as a soldier goes s 
to meet fire ; but the father of a family — will 
he always have the courage to expose the lives 
of his children ? Nay, we ought not to expect 
to find in a married priest the same disinter- 
estedness as in a celibate priest. A man will 
mnch more easily encounter privations when 
he alone will be the sufferer, than when he 
must impose them on all those who are dearest 
to him. 

To go no &rther, it is evident that a 

Church with no other clergy than married 
priests would present a gap, and would not be 
in a normal condition. Even in all the Eastern 
Churches, side by side with the married are 
found unmarried clergy — the monks. It seems 
to be admitted in these countries that, with 
exceptions more or less frequent, a celibate 
priest, that he may not be exposed to deplor- 
able falls, needs to be surrounded by all the 
aids the religious life affords; we mean, the 
probation of the novitiate, the salutary yoke 
of vows, the observance of rules, the monastic 
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life, the vigilance of superiors, and the most 
multiplied exercises of piety. Tliere are, then, 
in the East, as in the West, two orders of 
clergy; tlio one secular, the other regular. In 
the Latin Church both arc hound by the law 
of celibacy ; in the Oriental the secular clergy 
are in general married, and with few excep- 
tions all the celibate priests make profession of 
tile religious life at the same time. 

One very important jconsequence of this 
organisation is, that, in the East, most, if not 
all, of the bishops are drawn from the regular 
clerg}\ Following the discipline universally 
admitted in the Eastern as in the Western 
Chxiroh, the bishops are bound to celibacy. If, 
then, the clergy are married, the bishops must 
be taken £rom among the monks. 

It is easy to understand that this organisa- 
tion gives to the regular clergy in the Eastern 
Church a preponderating influence and author- 
ity ; by the very force of things, the secular 
okrgy is, with legard to the regular, in an 
inferior and subordinate position. Let us not 
forget the fundamental cause — the root of their 
inferiority— thdr marriage. 

Let US return to the Bussian Church. In 
it the distinction between the two classes of 
clergy, the Black and the White (regular and 
secular), has always existed; but we do not 
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(lee that in the past there has been any strife 
"between these classes. This &ct is easily; 

accoTiTitecl for. The situation of the White 
clergy had formerly in Kussia more than one 
feature of resemblance to that of the Maronite 
clergy, as above sketched. All instruction, in- 
telligence, and vitality in the clergy belonged 
to the monks. The married clergy had no 
kind of study; the accomplishment of their 
functions, the care of their households, and 
the necessities of life, wholly absorbed them ; 
it never even entered their minds to contest 
any matter with the monks, who ruled eveirj' 
where. The anonymous author of the book 
Oji the White and J>Iark Clergy has vainly la- 
boured to discover, before the creation of the 
Synod, traces of the hostility by which these 
two clerical classes are to-day mutually ani- 
mated. All he has been able to cite ai-e one 
or two insignificant facts. 

But the condition of the Bussian Church 
is no longer what it was in the time of the 
old tsars. Peter I. did not confine liimseK to 
suppressing the Patriarchate and replacing it 
by the Synod. He oyertumed the organisation 
of the Church to its foundations ; he effected 
in it a true revolutions^ His successors have 

* On the liability of the BonlaB Church to lerolutioiis, see 
ebap. iii. of Tondiiii*B The Pope 9fB!m§ ami ike Pepee, Seo, i3¥ant,y 
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Chap. I. 



continued his work ; the old canonical law has 
. been swept away by the Spiritual Begvlatim^* 
and the old onstoms by a multitude of ukases. 
Neither the government of the dioceses, nor 
the mode of collation to bishoprics and cures, 
nor the conditions of the monastic life, nor 
theological instruction, — nothing escaped the 
blind brusque rage for reform which planted 
more abuses than it uprooted. In the midst 
of so many subversions, the situation of the 
White clergy could not fail to be profoundly 
^altered. So, indeed, it happened. It under- 
went a radioed transformation. From all time 
there had been in Bussia priests who were 
married and had families; but their children 
were perfectly free not to embrace the eccle- 
siastical state, and the clergy were recruited 
from all classes of society. To-day the son of 
a priest or deacon is destined by his birth to 
enter the clerical ranks; it is an obligation 
from which he is not permitted to withdraw 
himself. The son of a nobleman, of a mer- 
chant, of a citizen, of a peasant, who wished 
to he admitted to Holy Orders, would meet 
with insurmountable obstacles.t 

It is this strange and deplorable state of 

* On the ' Spiritual Hegulation' an interesting analysis is given 
fsrfiier on, at chap. v. 

t This applies only to tlie White dergy. 
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things wMoh the Moscow Gazette'^ lately desig- 
nated as ' Leviteism,' and which it pointed out 
as one of the plagues of the Eussian Church. 
Nothing is more trae. Peter I. and his sno- 
oessoiSy with the complicity of the Synod, made 
of the clergy an licreditary and close corpora- 
tion — a caste. It is allowable to suppose that 
they did not propose to themselyes such a re- 
sult ; but still it is necessary to see by what 
series of measures, by what chain of usurpa- 
tions and iniquities^ they arrived at it. 

The creation of seminaries was the first 
cause of it. The ignorance of the clergy be- 
ing complained of, a decree was issued for the 
founding of ecclesiastical schools. These re- 
mained deserted. The clerg}^ were then ordered 
to send their children there ; and as these did 
not go by any means willingiy, they were taken 
there by force — sometimes even loaded tvith 
chains. Here we see an application of the prin- 
ciple gratuitous and compithory instruction. 

The ukases of Alexander I., published in 
1808 and 1814, declare that all the children 
of clerks, from the age of six years to eight, 
are at the disposition of the Ecclesiastical School 
department.! 

* MocRcoBCRffl Bl^jOMOCTii (daily newspaper published at MoteoWi 
the chief editor of which is the celebrated Mr. Katkoff). 
t 0 npaBocj. Olu. u 'lepu. 4^X08, torn. ii. p. 355. 

C 
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At the same period militaiy colonies weie 
organised, and the children of soldiers were 

incorporated Avith the army under the name 
of Cantonists. It was a veritable application 
of serfdom. If peasants were attached to the 
cultivation of the soil, the offspring of priests 
and deacons could well be so to the service of 
the altar. When once the Synod or the State 
had been at the expense of the children's edu- 
cation, it seemed just that they should wish 
to be indemnified for it. The seminarists had 
no other prospect than that of entering the 
ecclesiastical state. In order to pursue any 
other career, they needed a special permission, 
which was very difficult to obtain, and almost 
always refused. 

When by this means a number of eccle- 
siastics in proportion to the disposable places 
was secured, it would seem that the prevail- 
ing rigour could have been relaxed. Nothing 
of the kind ; but, in order to put the children 
of the clergy in safety from an unpleasant 
competition, obstacles wore multiplied to other 
classes of society gaining access to the sanc- 
tuary. In this way the creation of an here- 
ditary clergy was in a very short time suc- 
cessful. The sovereigns decreed these things^ 
their ministers proposed them, the members 
of the Synod sanctioned them, and the bishops 
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witnessed them, but said nothing. We should 

be glad to find in history any trace of a pro- 
test, to catch the cry of one indignant con- 
science. Hitherto we hare met with nothing 
of the sort. 

This is not all : marriage before ordination 
was licensed; it was now made obligatory. It 
seems, at least, that the seminarist, obliged to 
be married before receiving Holy Orders, must 
be free to choose his companion. J3ut priests 
and deacons have daughters for whom settle- 
ments must be found : hence arose a prohi- 
bition i'roni marrying out of the caste. There 
arc some bishops who even do not tolerate 
their clergy marrying out of their diocesan 
clergy. 

The principle of inheritance once laid down, 
its conseq[uences £ow spontaneously. For ex- 
ample, here is a country cui^ who has built a 
house on land belonging to the Church. He 
dies. His successor wishes to take possession 
of the parsonage ; but the son or daughter of 
the deceased claims the house, which forms 
part of his inheritance, and a law-suit follows. 
The case has presented itself more than once ; . 
the legislator has interfered; and, to reconcile 
the interests in conflict, an ukase of January 
22d, 1768, permitted the diocesan authority 
to assure the vacant cure to him who shall 
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espouse the heiress of the deceased priest^ or 
to reserve it for the son yet under age. Here, 

tlien, is inheritance as applied to the collation 
to cures ; here is seen how the body of legis- 
lative enactments issued by Catherine II. and 
Alexander I. ended in making of the clergy 
an actual close corporation, an hereditary caste. 
Can one, after this, speak of a vocation ? Can 
one exjpect that, in a clergy recruited in this 
fashion, there will be many priests penetrated 
with the sacredness of their status, acquitting 
themselves of their duties with devotion, zeal, 
and self-denial? It IS a trade, and, more- 
over, a trade which has not been freely clioson. 
Good reason has M. Xatkoff to ask for the 
destruction of Lemteism ! 

There is in Bussia a sect called Nihilists, 
who deny everything and believe nothing. The 
existence of God, the immortality of the soul, 
the future state, the fimdamentsd bases of so- 
ciety, marriage, property — ^they reject every- 
thing. !N'ihilism is rapidly spreading in the 
imiversities ; but if we may believe the Moa- 
am Gazette^ it has committed still greater rav- 
ages in the seminaries. Can any one figure to 
himself a Nihilist clothed with the sacerdotal 
character? We well know that these gentle- 
men have a profound aversion to the ecclesias- 
tical state, and that in presence of their ener- 
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gotic remonstrances it is absolutely necessary 
to allow them to embrace another profession. 

Crowds of young persons arc also now seen 
deserting the seminaries and academies for 
the benches of nniyersities, or to enter on the 
career of instruction. But is not this &ct it- 
self a clear proof of something vicious in the 
hereditary organisation of the Bussiau clergy ? 

The hatred of the White dergy for the 
BJmk dates from the day when it became a 
caste. The frequenting the seminaries con- 
tributed much of it; but this feeling was de- 
yeloped pari passu with their esprit de carps* 
Besides the diocesan seminaries, there are in 
thfe Eussian Church at Petersburg, Moscow, 
Kiefi^ and Kasan, what are called ecclesiastical 
academies* These are houses for high studies, 
kinds of Faculties of Theology. Hither are 
sent the best scholars from all the seminaries, 
and hence issue forth the elMe of the whole 
clergy. Usually, the youths arriye there with- 
out having taken on themselves any engage- 
ment; but, in the course of their studies, and 
especially in the last year, there are a certain 
numb<;r of them who adopt the rdigiaus habit. 
These see the path to ecclesiastical honoius 
open at once before them. On leaving the 
academy, they rarely fail to be at once nomi- 
nated prefects of studies in a seminary ; they 
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afterwards become supeiim, rectors, priors^ 
archimandrites, bishops. Those of th^ iel- 

low-stiulents who preferred to marry and re- 
main among the secular clergy, can aspire to 
no such advancem^t* They have before them 
no other fiittire than the hope of obtaining a 

cure, or rather of becoming embassy cliaplains. 
The number of these latter, however, is very 
limited. 

It remains, then, that, with very rare ex- 
ceptions, power, fortune, lionourablc distinc- 
tions, are on the side of the monastic habit. 
The pupils of the academy who haye jarefeired 
to be married soon find themselves burdened 
witli a numerous family ; their incomes ai'c in- 
sufficient, and they have little hope of improv- 
ing their position. On the other hand, the 
diocesan government in Eussia is, it is true, 
confided to the bishops ; but these exercise 
their authority only through the medium of 
a Tenal and teasing bureaucracy, from which 
the cures have much to suffer. It is, there- 
fore, not at all astonisliing that the rivalry 
begun on the benches at school should do 
naught but grow. 

It is not only rivalry and jealousy wliicli 
separate the two classes of the clergy; there 
is a sufficiently great difference in their modes 
of viewing things. 
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If one said fliat tke White clergy have 

Protestant tondoncios, and the Elaek clergy 
Eomau, lie would not express himself exactly; * 
but, in comparing the Bossian Church to the 
Anglican, one would say that the White clergy 
somewhat resemble the low -church, and the 
Black the high-church party. The former has 
a Presbjrterian cast, whilst the latter defends 
the rights of the hierarchy. 

What we have just advanced can give an 
idea of the war these two classes are waging. 
Hie Black clergy seems master of all the im- 
portant positions ; people do not forget to cry 
aloud that it is all-powerful, that it oppresses 
the White clergy. In &ct, the bishops and 
the monks are reduced to defend themselves, 
and do so ill enough; whilst their adversaries 
have boldly taken the offensi^ e, and will doubt- 
less stop cmly when they shall have reduced 
the Blaek clergy to nothing. They have al- 
ready won important positions. The embassy 
chaplains were, down to the beginning of the 
present century, taken from among the monks, 
a practice affording great advantages. To-day 
all, or nearly all, arc secular priests. It is 
the same with the military chaplains. The 
Emperor's confessor is a married priest, and a 
member of the Synod, as also the Chaplain- 
in-chief of the Army and Navy. Hence the 
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White clergy are assured of two voices in the 
bosom of the assembly which governs the Rus- 
sian Church — two very influential voices, be- 
fore which the majority is often compelled to 
bow. These conquests do not satisfy its am- 
bition, nor will it think it lias gained anything 
until admitted to the ranks of the Episcopate. 
This is the aim of all its efibrts ; but it is a 
point not easily carried. Never have married 
bishops been seen in the Eussian Church. To 
introduce such an innovation, it were neces- 
sary to trample imder foot all tradition, the 
popular sentiment, the canons of the Church ; 
but nothing can stay tlie prosecution of the 
White clergy's designs, and it is possible it 
may ultimately reach the goal. To accustom 
the mind to such a result, permission is be- 
ginning to be given to some married priests 
to wear the mitre. It adorns the brow of two 
members of the Synod, of M. Wassilie£^ ex- 
chaplain to the Eussian Embassy at Paris, and 
of three or four others. 

At the head of this party public opinion 
places M. Bajanoff, the Emperor's confessor. The 
opposite party was headed by the late Mgr. Fil- 
aret, Metropolitan of Moscow,* whose old age 

* Born in 1782, Filaret died November 18th, IMT. See Bio- 
(iraphie Universelle of Didot (Paris). His death was accompanied 
with mournful inoidents, whioh may be ioand in oontempoiaiy 
oorrespondence. 
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was attended by the imiversal esteem, of tlie 
whole erapirey and whose personal influence in 
the Ghnroh whilst living was undeniable. But 

he once dead, the Black clergy found itself 
deprived of its flrmest supporter in the resist- 
ance it is opposing to the enterprises of the 
White. 

It is the Bajanoff party which lias brought 
to light the works we cited above. They are 
published abroad, because the ecclesiastical cen- 
sorship exercised by the monks would by no 
means permit them to pass. But the govern- 
ment has no motive to hinder their circula- 
tion, and we can believe they regard them 
without displeasure. 

Generally, it may be said that, in the con- 
flict it is waging with the Black clergy, the 
White has on its side the government, the 
opinion of people (ever increasing in number) 
who have lost all religious conviction, and the 
majority of the journals. The great strength 
of the opposite party is in the people, and in 
the fear that exists that the ranks of the Staro- 
veres* would thicken, should too flagrant in- 
novations be attempted. 

* Staraveres (CrapoBfepu), literally ' old believers.' This deno- 
mination is applied to that large portion of the Russian dissent- 
ers which, while retaining the dogmas of the Russian Orthodox. 
CSuirch, repudiate tiie jnriadietioii of tiie holy Synod. The origin 
of thaBnarian diMsntera, known ggpaiiBy imdar tho f um» ^ kdl 
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No; if the men in ^vliosc hands are the 
destinies of the Bnssian Church will listen to 
the counsels of wisdom, that is not the end 
towards which they will direct tlieir efforts. 
The most important and urgent of all reforms 
is, the abrogation of the measures which have 
resulted in making the clergy an hereditery 
caste. Let the entrance of the sanctuary be 
open to all those, whatever their origin, whom 
a true vocation leads to the service of its 
altars ; let the children of ecclesiastics, when 
they luivc no priestly yocation, be free to 
embrace what career they wish; and the 
greater part of the abuses which are now 
complained of will be destroyed in their very 
root. 

To achieve this result, it is necessary that 
the seminaries and ecclesiastical schools should 

undergo a complete transformation. Ecclesi- 
astics must no longer be constrained to send 
their children thither, nor the children of other 
classes excluded therefrom. It is equally urgent 
to destroy all those abuses which the principle 



(aohism, Russ. pacROJi), dates from the great Patiiareh Nicoi&*« 
correction of the liturgical books (IGOO). Of this great victim 
to the cuntlicts between the civil and ccclesiaBtical power?, who is 
the embodied idea of that independence which it is time the Rus- 
Biaa clergy wrMtod from the Tter, see the valuable work of W. 
Primgr, Esq., MX Oaoa, The M ri mvk mtd tke Jfcar— Ute JftyHtet 
«fthe MrniMp tea, (LendoB, lMI»er and Co. 1S71.) (fV.) 
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of mheritaace and the pecuniary amng^ents 
have introduced into the collations to cures. 

It is necessary that in even^ parish tliorc be 
close to the chnrch a parsonage for the abode 
of the oui^. Thia parscniage being the pro- 
perty of the parish, the cur6 should have tiie 
usufruct of it so long as he shall be invested 
with his functions ; he should be at liberty to 
dispose of it nether by sale nor by will ; and 
• at his death, or when from any cause what- 
CTcr he should cease from his functions, nei- 
ther he nor his family should have any chum 
on this property. It is also necessary that 
the mode of collation to cures should be so re- 
gulated that venality and corruption may be 
completely shut out. 4Jid, farther, that the 
young people of both sexes, children of ec- 
clesiastics, should be perfectly free to marry 
outside their caste. The author of the book 
On the White and Black Clergy insists very 
strongly on this point, and witih good reason. 
By what right do you impose on the daugh- 
ter of an ecclesiastic the obligation to become 
the wife of a priest or of a deacon? The in- 
clination of her heart, social proprieties, the 
blessing of her parents, cannot these point out 
to her elsewhere a haipgy path of life ? Why, 
on his side, should not die son of a priest find 
a companion in the family of a decent em.]jloycy 
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of one of the lower gentry^ of a ricli peasant, 
of a citizen, of a tradesman ? 

By a necessary consequence, i\m houses ex- 
clusively appropriated to the education of the 
danght^ of ecdesiastics have no raUon d'etre. 
Here, again, must be destroyed the spirit of 
caste ; no one must be compelled to send his 
daughters to these establishments, no one ex- 
cluded from them on the score of birth ; nor, 
above all, the establishments themselves made 
nurseries exclusively destined to furnish wives 
for the clergy. It is useless to insist on truths 
so evident. How can we, without profound 
astonishment, see upright souls and sound 
minds of our own day conceiving the odd idea 
of forming boarding-schools intended to edu- 
cate priests' daughters to become the wives of 
priests ! Siu*ely the spirit of caste must have 
taken the deepest root in the country, when 
foundations so strange have not only excited 
no surprise, but even met with sympathy. 

Let us now pass to another consideration, 
and say a few words on ecclesiastical celibacy. 

We have seen that the Holy See does not 
impose it on the Ori^tal clergy, and we by no 
means intend to show ourselves more exacting 
than the Holy See. Besides, we willingly re- 
cognise that, in the actual circumstances, and 
perhaps for yet a long period, there would be 
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more inconyeniences than advantages in render- 
ing celibacy obligatory on the Eussian clergy. 
This, however, is a point on which wo cannot 
possibly insist. K the discipline of the Ori- 
ental Ghnrch permits married persons to be 
admitted to Holy Orders without imposing the 
obligation of separating from their wives^ it 
does not follow that marriage should be a n^- 
cessary condition to ordination. Canon law 
never prescribed it in the Greek Church, and, 
down to the present time, the practice of the 
different Oriental Chnrches on this point is in 
agreement A\'ith canon law. 

In Hussia alone has the custom prevailed 
of requiring the marriage of all who are to 
be ordained among the secular clergy. But 
even in Eussia this custom, how general so- 
ever, has not the force of law. A recent fact 
proves this. Some years ago, Mgr. Filaret or- 
dained as priest a M. Gorski, a celibate but 
not a monk. The legality of this aet is not 
to be doubted; but so strongly rooted is the 
contrary custom, that in the whole Bussian 
Church not a single bishop would be found to 
imitate Mgr. Filaret' s example. We have not 
heard that this prelate has himself followed his 
own lead, and made a second ordination in the 
same cii'cumstanccs. However, it cannot be 
doubted that among the young men who finish 
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their theological studies in the eoclesiastieal 

academies, there are some who would ask no- 
thing better than to be ordained while remain- 
ing unmairied) and making no profession of 
the monastic life. By what right is it required 
of them to clothe themselves with the bonds 
of marriage ? This is one more question ask- 
ing for immediate settlement, which can be 
only on the side of liberty. 

How can one help seeing the immense ad- 
vantages of creating a secular celibate dergyy 
holding a middle place between the married 
and the regular f "We would not begin by giv- 
ing to snch priests country cures. Why not em- 
ploy them in seminaries and in the academies? 
Let some of these establishments be confided 
to monks — there is no difficulty in this ; but 
why should tlicy all be? That the married, 
clergy should be excluded from these houses 
is perfectly understood ; but why extend ex- 
clusion to secular celibate priests ? I go far- 
ther. When a celibate priest shall have arrived 
at a certain age, and given proofs of solid vir- 
tue, he should be set over an important parish 
in a large town. This result once obtained, 
nothing woidd prevent the settlement near him 
of younger priests equally celibate, who should 
live with him, and, profiting by his experi- 
ence, exercise themselves in sacerdotal duties. 

» 
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After haying passed a few years under the di- 
rection of older priests, these young men could 
be set over les3 important parishes, i'inally, 
from the ranks of such clergy bishops ooiAld 
be chosen, and the unmixed advantage gained 
of not recruiting the Episcopate exclusiyely 
from the monks. 

The existence of this intermediate dergy 
would contribute much to extinguish the hos- 
tility which now rrii>'ns between the White and 
Black clergy, and it would at the same timo 
be a new barrier against X^itosm. Inaword, 
on whatever side one views the question, on© 
sees only advantage in breaking away from a 
routine which nothing justifies, and in leaving 
aspirants to the priesthood free to choose be- 
tween marriage and celibacy. The author of 
the book On the White and Black Clergy would 
wish that priests who become widowers might 
be authorised to contract a new marriage. We 
need not stop to point out that this would be 
a very grave infraction of ecclesiastical law, 
an innpvation involving the most serious in- 
conveniences. Without speaking of the pre- 
scriptions of the canon law, who docs not see 
the very gi-eat difference between a married 
man clothed with the sacerdotal character, and 
a priest in whom mothers and their daughters 
might see a maich^ or who himself, among the 
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young people with whom his functions bring 
him in contact, might look for one to whom 
he could offer his heart and hand, and pay his 
courtship ? In such a situation^ what would 
become of confession ? Let us pass on. 

Of all the reforms which the sad condition 
of the "White clergy claims, the only one which 
is discussed with a little heat in the press, the 
only one to which the public and the govern- 
ment seem to attach any value, has for its 
object to ameliorate their situation; in other 
terms, to increase their revenues. In our eyes 
this reform has not the importance which they 
attach to it. There are many others more 
urgent; but yet it is necessary to say a few 
words on this/ 

Let us begin by showing the pecuniary re- 
sources of the White clergy. Adopting our 
author's figures, these are flie results we ar- 
rive at. For greater clearness, we convert the 
rouble into its near equivalent, 3^. 2c?. We 
do not take into calculation the stipend allotted 
to the chaplains of prisons, hospitals, hospices, 
gynmasiums, schools, &c. In speaking of chap- 
lains for gymnasiums, colleges, schools, &c., 
we conform our language to i'rench usage ; it 
would be more exact to say catechists. Our 
author recognises that in general all these ec- 
clesiastics are liberally paid. The less favoured 
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fulfil, at tlic same time, other functions. "We 
are then concerned only with the parochial clergy 
properly so called. Here are their incomes : 

Ist. Perpetual foundations, with obligation 
to pray for tlio departed. These are in state 
funds, and yield a return of 4 per cent. Their 
amount is not stated. 

2d. Houses and properties belonging to 
parishes, and chiefly in towns. Under this 
head there is a revenue of 100,000/. 

3d. Provision paid by the treasury, 600,000/. 

4th. Contributions of the parishioners, com- 
prising the casual also. Our author estimates 
that they should amount to 4,000,000/. 

That makes a total of 4,700,000/., to be 
distributed among 86,000 parishes, giving for 
each parish 131/. 12.9. 

In Eussia the clergy of a parish regularly 
consists of a priest, a deacon, and two clerics 
discharging the duties of sacristan, beadle, 
ringer, lector, &c. 

The total revenue is distributed thus: to 
the priest, the half; to the deacon, the quar- 
ter ; and the remainder to the two clerics. The 
income of the cui'es must, then, be rated at 
66/. 16s. But, as for 36,000 priests there 
are only 12,444 deacons and 63,421 clerics, 
the incomes of the priests are increased by a 
hi'th, and reach, on an average, 83/. More- 

D 
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over, each parish possesses a minimuin of 33 

hectares ; wliicli gives, according to the same 
calculations, an average of 20 hectares, the 
usu&uot of which belongs to the curd. The 
quantity of land assigned to the clergy in many 
parishes is much more considerable. In pro- 
vinces so fertile, the true granary of Eussia, 
known under the name of the Black Lands, it 
is not rare that the cnr^'s share rises to 30, 
40, and 00 hectares.* In such a parish, on the 
banks of the Oka, the meadows assigned to the 
clergy yield for the priest's share 40Z. Else- 
where the Church possesses considerable woods 
and forests ; but this is an uncommon case. 

Our author maintains no less that the 
condition of the Sussian clergy is profoundly 
miserable. This is hardly credible; but, suj)- 
posing it to be true^ it is in lessening the ex- 
penses, not in increasing the receiplSy that the 
remedy for the evil is to be sought. If the 
priests were not married, this result might be 
easily attained. Suppose the cui-e unmarried, 
and you will recognise that the state and the 
parishes largely supply all his wants. I shall 
perhaps be answered, that the discipline of the 
Bussian Church permits the Russian cure to 
marry. I grant it; but if he profit by the 

* In the governments of the centre are found parishes pos- 
£esamg 100, 200, or evcu 1000 hectares. 
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authorisation that is given him, and incur pe- 
cuniary trouble thcrel3y, lie can blame none 
but himself. I do not see that the faithful 
should be obliged to provide for the mainten- 
ance of his -wife and children. And the less 
so, because, if celibate, he -would have more 
time to devote to them, would catechise the 
children, instruct the ignorant, visit the sick, 
and be indeed the pastor of his flock. 

Even admitting the existence of a married 
clergy, it is not necessary that it form an here- 
ditary caste. The caste once abolished, no- 
thing would prevent the daughters of cur(3S 
marrying decent farmers, the sons learning a 
business and settling in the village. Here, at 
erne blow, is a riddance of many expenses. 

These are refoniis to be proposed. Mean- 
time, is it true that the parish clergy are so 
miserable? As is easily understood, the re- 
venues of the clergy in the towns, and espe- 
cially in the large towns, are much more con- 
siderable than in the country. At Petersburg 
they are greater than in the provinces. 

Let us begin, then, by seeing if the cur^s 
of the principal parishes of the capital are in 
distress. Here is the information furnished 
by our author, to whom the subject seems very 
familiar : 

The cures of Petersburg have not to trouble 
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themselyes about their dwelling: apartments 
are gratuitously provided for them, such as 

could not be rented for less than 160/., 240/., 
or 320/. per ann. The furniture is from the 
first shops of Petersburg. Bich carpets coyer 
the floors of the drawing-room, study, and 
chamber; the windows display fine hangings ; 
the walls, valuable pictures. Footmen in livery 
are not rarely seen in the anteroom. The din- 
ners given by these cures are highly appre- 
ciated by the most delicate epicures. Occa- 
sionally their salons are open for a soiree or a 
ball ; ordinarily it is on the occasion of a wed- 
ding, or the birthday of the cure, or on the 
patron saint's dav. The apartments are then 
magnificently lighted up, the toilettes of the 
ladies dazzling ; the dancing is to the music 
of an orchestra of from seven to ten musicians. 
At supper, the table is spread with delicacies, 
and champagne flows in streams. A Peters- 
burg cuT^ recently deceased loved to relate, 
that at his daughter's nuptials champagne was 
drunk to the value of 300 roubles (48/.). 

In the provinces they are more modest; 
yet the towns try to imitate the capital. The 
rooms of the cure are here less splendid ; the 
furniture, however, is chiefly of walnut and 
mahogany, and includes large mirrors, carpets, 
and often a piano. The curb's daughters are 



Digitized by Google 



Chap. L The White Clergy. 



87 



dressed by the miUiner of the place ; you 'will 
always see them attired with elegance ; they 
do not discard crinoline, and never go ont with- 
out a parasol. The cur^ himself wears cloth, 
silk, and sometimes yelyet ; and our anonym- 
ous friend jovially informs us that the reverend 
gentleman gives at his parsonage soirees and 
balls, at the latter of which the daughters of 
priests dance with the young men of the semin- 
aries, to the great scandal of tlie superiors of 
these institutions. Let us carefully recollect 
this word, which escapes our author in spite of 
himself; it is to the credit of the seminaries, 
and consoles us by permitting us to hope that 
this clergy is not completely lost. 

The countiy eur^ are eyidently jGeut from 
leading such a life as the urban. Yet it ap- 
pears that for the last twenty years it has not 
been rare, even in the villages, to see the 
wiyes and daughters of priests display oyer 
their crinoUnes no longer merely modest dresses 
of cotton, but of wool and silk. They wear 
mantles, burnous, and small Garibaldi hats. It 
is yery true that they sometimes divest them- 
selves of this attire to labour in the fields. It 
is also true that their table-fare is very mod- 
est ; they do not eat meat every day, even on 
the days when they are not required to ab- 
stain. In many Eussian villages this is a real 
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necessity, and our autibior strives in yam to 
move our pity for the fate of these poor cui^s. 

From tliis description it evidently results, that 
if they are unfortunate, it is because they com- 
pare themselves to their brethren of the large 
towns, especially to those of Petersbuig. If, 
on the contrary, they would compare them- 
selves to the peasants among whom they live, 
they would be obliged to confess that they 
were better lodged, better clothed, and better 
nourished than their flocks. Our author says 
that it is painful to be bareheaded when one 
accompanies a dead body to the cemetery, or 
follows a procession, and that it is very dis- 
agreeable to confess rude and ignorant people. 
These complaints give us the measure of im- 
portance to be attached to them. Besides, 
who, then, must be held responsible for the 
ignorance of the peasants? Who would be 
bound to instruct them, if not the cur4 ? Let 
us remark, again, that, in spite of the very 
severe laws which oblige every liussian to con- 
fess every year, it is rare that one has to hear 
more thfioi half the persons of an age to fulfil 
this Easter duty. Too often it is only the 
fourth part, sometimes even the tenth. As to 
confessing more than once a year, it is a fact 
almost unheard o^ especially in the country. 
The anonymous writer far&er adds: ^The 
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cures are steeped in humiliation, and exposed 
to incessant and vexatious exactions on the 
part of the diocesan authorities.' This is an- 
other question, and a new proof tliat, even to 
better the material coudition of the clergy, it 
is not sufiGLcient to add to their revenues. 

We saw just now that the clergy of a Kus- 
sian parish regularly consist of a priest, a dea- 
con, and two clerks. Two-thirds of the parishes 
have no deacons; they do without them very 
well. The others would do without them in 
like manner. The presence of the deacon gives 
to the services more solemnity and splendour, 
an advantage the importance of which I appre- 
ciate ; but I put in view the 400,000/. which 
these 12,444 deacons cost Eussia, without 
speaking of the thousands of hectares which 
are allotted them. It seems to me that they 
are rather dear. Still, if these 12,444 lathers 
of families, their wives and their children, were 
happy ! But it is not so. By the very force of 
things, iJie existence of the deacon is a pain- 
ful one. His situation is false, subordinate ; 
he has before him no future ; his wants are 
almost the same as the priest's, while he has 
only the half of the latter^s resources. The 
character with which he is clothed forbids him 
the exerciseof many professions, without open- 
ing to him access to the laborious practical 
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functions of the ministry. His office ended, 
the Church has no &rther need of hiuL To 
recite every Sunday an indefinite number of 

ehtenim^ is not enough to fill up the life of 
a man. In the Catholic Church, the Mass is 
sung with deacon and subdeacon. The deacon 
is also employed in solemn offices ; but, instead 
of maintaining a deacon who could render no 
other services, they prefer to have a second 
priest, who aids the first in all the functions 
of the holy ministry, who replaces him at need, 
and who at the altar acts as deacon whenever 
it is necessary. I do not see why something 
like this should not be done in the Bussioa 
Church. It is true that the deacon could fill 
the office of schoolmaster ; but, on looking 
closer into the matter, one will soon be con- 
vinced that the more practicable thing is the 
suppression of deacons in the parishes. 

Beside the 12,444 deacons, the Eussian 
Church still possesses G3,421 clerks, who dis- 
charge the duties of readers, chanters, sacris- 
tans, beadles, and ringers. | They form part of 

* Hkt&nia, from tttrtviis, eatendcdf signifies an enJarfed'prKyeir, 
It consists of short petitions, each followed by the response from 
singers and people of ' Lord, have mercy,' or * Lord, hear us,' or 
' Grant ug, Lord,' as in the Litany of the English £pi80opal 
Church. {Tram.) 

t All thiese inferior Mkal degrees are comprised under the 
generic Bnsuui teim prifihetniki (oinwnnB), ttom nfmei% 
deigy, retlniie. 
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the oleigy^ take part of the perquisites, and, 
fiurther, are enrolled in the caste. As the 

figures show, there are ordinarily two clerks 
to a parish. Their maintenance costs 600,000/., 
or 9/. 10^. per head. Each has, besides, four 
hectares to cultivate, and creates resources 
from cows, pigs, poultry, kitchen-garden, &c. 
Sometimes they follow a trade, as that of a 
glazier, bookbinder, &c. 

The Eastern Liturgy is extremely long, 
and if the reader read in an intelligible man- 
ner, the whole day would be passed in church. 
Sespeot for ancient tradition permits of no 
retrenchment ; on the other hand, it is not 
wished that the Mass should last more than 
an hour, and the other ofices in proportion. 
To accomplish this, the reader reads with such 
a volubility, that it is impossible to understand 
anything ; and sometunes, in order to proceed 
still ^Bister, two read at the same time different 
parts.^ And then they come and reproach us 

* One hundred and lif ty years ago, Peter the Great, in his SpU 
ritual liegulat'wn, remarked that, * The very clerics, by discharg- 
ing their duties in a perfunctory manner, have originated and 
established % custom of imtbU praying and tinging ^ and even of 
giving teveral leadiiiga and ehantings at the same time; so that 
the morning and evening piayers, divided into seottoosy axe per- 
formed by several persons concurrently. And whereas this inno- 
vation, the fruit of sloth, is vicious and utterly opposed to God's 
appointment, such a mode of discharging the divine offices is to 
be entirely abandoned*' Sp^ir, Meg, part il. Common AfEairs, ix. 
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with celebrating the Mass in Latin, in a lan- 
guage not understood by the vulgar ! 

The first refoim in this matter would be 
to abridge the offices, to retain only that which 
ean be read and sung with edification. One 
clerk alone would then suffice, and he not ne- 
cessarily selected from the children of ecde- 
siasticB. Besides, I see no reason why a lay- 
man of good life and manners should not be 
taken to do the work of a clerk. He might 
have a trade ; he might be a shoemaker, or a 
tailor, no matter what. Except on holidays 
and Sundays, he would have little to do at 
church. He would not take his share of the 
perquisites, nor of the lands of the church ; 
but he would receive a fixed salary. When 
the cure became dissatisfied A\'ith him, he would 
discharge him and take another. Let us here 
remark that the 63,000 &milies of these clerks 
form the great majority of the caste, and that 
it is of great concern to subject them to the 
jurisdiction of the common law. These reforms 
once made, there would probably be no incon- 
venience in the parish clerk becoming at the 
same time the village schoolmaster. It would, 
however, be necessary to clearly lay down that 
there is no connection between these two em- 
ployments. 

It now remains for us to say a few words on 
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tke more or less voluntary contributions of the 
parishioners^ and the mode of collecting them. 

We first notice a species of tithe paid in 
kind. Towards the Feast of St. Peter each 
house gives from three to hve eggs, and a little 
milk, with which cheese and hutter are made. 
In autumn, after the gathering of the crops, 
each house gives a certain quantity of wheat. 
When a child is bom, the priest repays to 
the house of the mother, recites oyer her a 
few prayers, and gives a name to the new-bom 
babe. This service brings him a loaf, with 
2d, or 4d. ; the baptism from 4d to Is. more, 
fiix weeks after, new prayers bring him a 
dozen eggs. At betrothals the priest receives 
a loaf, some brandy, sometimes a goose or a 
sucking-pig. Marriage costs ^m 8 to 16 
francs (6^. 8ef. to 13^. 4c^.) ; interment, from 
3.9. 4fZ. to 65. 8(7. The fee for Masses for the 
■dead is from Is. 2d. to 2^. 8d. j the prayers 
recited for the dead (an oft-repeated practice) 
bring each time from 2c?. to 4cZ. Now there 
is a sort of De jjrofundiSy and now a Memento. 
When these prayers are read at the cemetery, 
which takes place every year on certain days, 
the peasant gives the priest some rice, a cake, 
or some pastry. Frequently the peasants have 
a Te Deum chanted as a thanksgiving for some 
favour received, or a supplication for some 
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new gifts from God, or simply on the occa- 
sion of their birOi- or name-days, or in some 

other circumstance. Each time they give the 
priest from 4c/. to %d. It is a custom in Eusaia 
that the penit^t, on receiying absolution, giyea 
money to the confessor. In towns this sum 
frequently rises to 4.s*., 85., and IGa'., some- 
times to much more. In the villages the pea- 
sant offers only 4 centimes (a kopeo, about 
\d.) ; but on receiving the communion, he i» 
obliged to renew his offering several times: for 
prayers before communion, at the moment of 
communion, after communion, and for having 
his name enrolled, &c. During the Masses- 
collections are made, and a portion of the sum 
assigned to the clergy. It even sometimes' 
happens that the priest, arrayed in his sacer- 
dotal ornaments, traverses the whole chiu-ch, 
the censer in one hand, and the other open to- 
receiye the offerings of the parishioners. 

Another source of revenue are the prayers- 
chanted at home in every house in the parish. 
This takes place at Easter, at Christmas, at 
the Epiphany, at the beginning and end of 
Lent, and on the patron saint's day, which 
is repeated in certain places twice or thrice 
a year. Our author cites one of his Mends,, 
who assured him that the clergy of his parish,, 
in St. Petersburg, in this way presented them- 
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selves to him as many as twenty-seven times ; 

but he regards this case as an exaggeration 
or an exception. Generally, tliey come, says 
he, no more than fifteen times. At each visit 
the master of the honse must give something. 
At Petersburg, and in the towns, these prayers 
bring sufficiently large amounts; in the vil- 
lages they give, according to the importance 
of the day, 2cZ., 4d, lOrf., 1^. 8rf., or 2^. 6d ; 
which, on the average, amounts to 7^. G(f. or 
85. per year per house. We have no means 
of verifying these figures, and are obliged to 
give them just as we find them in the anonym- 
ous Avritcr, who, as w^e have said, seems per- 
fectly well informed, and more inclined to 
lessen than to exaggerate the resources of the 
White clergy. Following him, the voluntary 
contributions should be estimated at one rouble, 
or 4(2. per head, reckoning only the male 
population. This makes many shillings per 
family. Wc must, however, include in the 
reckoning baptisms, marriages, interments, and 
in general everything for which the peasant 
pays to the clergy. 

Sometimes it happens that the peasant can- 
not or will not give what the priest asks. 
Hence arise angry disputes. One priest-so 
runs the story — unable to overcome the ob- 
stinacy of a peasant refusing to pay for tho 
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prayers read in his house, declared to him that 
he would reverse them. He had just before 

chanted ^ Benedictws Dews noster;^ he now 
intoned ^ Non BenedictuSy non Deua, NON nos- 
ier f thus intercalating a nm after every word* 
The affrighted peasant, the chronicle says, 
instantly complied."* Often enough, too, in 
spite of all the prohibitions of the Synod, the 
wives and children of the priests, deacon, and 
ckrlcs accompany their husbands and fathers, 
and stretch out their hands also. The worst 
of all this is, that the Bussian peasant, while 
long disputing merely about a few centimes, 
will think himself insulted unless the priest 
accept a glass of brandy. And when the cir- 
cuit of all the houses in the village has to be 
made, though he stay only a few minutes in 
each, this last gift is not without its incon- 
veniences. 

It must, then, be recognised, that if the 
revenues of the clergy are far from being as 
insufficient as is pretended, the mode of col- 
lecting them admits of improvement. A re- 
form is necessary, but it wUl be difficult. On 
the one Lund, the clergy will net renounce 

* The supenkitloiw pervading a gitat part of the Bussuui peo- 
ple might form matter for a Tolum^ and indeed we have heeii 

told that a dictionary of Eussiao superstitions was published in 
Kussia in 1782. To check their influence and growth, several 
articles are inserted in the liussian Code of Law. (Jra/w.) 
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this soTirce of revenue ; on the other, it is im- 
2)0ssible to convert tliese voluntaiy contribu- 
tions into compulsory imposts. A system of 
tarilb might perhaps be introducec^ at the 
same time making the people understand that 
by this regulation no new charges were im- 
posed, but only a change made in the mode of 
collection. 

In completing this picture of the situation 
of the parish clergy in the Eussian Church, 
and of the refonns which it imperatively de- 
mands, it is impossible for me to pass by vsl 
silence a reflection which here presents itself. 
I by no means desire to become the champion 
of the Protestant clergy. As to the Catholic 
clergy, I know VOTy well that, notwithstanding 
the grace attached to the sacerdotal character, 
the infirmity of human nature is sometimes 
revealed by many miseries. In the Catholio 
clergy there can exist abuses and disorders: 
these have been, and still are, more or less, ac- 
cording to different countries. Without going 
&r for examples, the joy we feel from the mar- 
vellous transformation wrought imder our eyes 
in the German clergy must not make us forget 
the tears wrimg from us 50 or 30 years ago.^ 
I admit it ; but in spite of that, I do not believe 
that there is in the Catholic Church, or even in 
the Protestant churches, a clergy fallen so low 
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as the Hussian, and winch answers so little to 
what we might justly expect it to be. This 
unhappy clergy appears to have reached the 
point of self-persuasion that all its duties are 
fulfilled in chanting the offices. As to making 
Jesus Oirist known and loved, or pointing out 
to souls the way to tread in His steps, it does 
. not even dream of such a thing. The salva- 
tion of souls redeemed by Jesus Chiist at the 
price of His own blood concerns it not; its 
thought goes not beyond a few formalities un- 
derstood after a Jewish fashion. 

ISTow, let us very loudly assert it, the fault 
is not in ilie individuals. I am convinced that 
the clergy counts in its ranks well-disposed 
men, good men, who profoundly sigh over the 
situation made for them. Where, then, must 
we look for the root of the evil ? In the vicious 
organisation of the clergy; in this obligation 
of marriage imposed on all the aspirants to 
the priesthood— an obUgation unknown to the 
canonical law of the East, and which has re- 
sulted in nialvingthe clergy an hereditary caste. 
There arc yet other causes, doubtless, of which 
we shall have occasion to speak; but here we 
would above all call attention to this grave 
abuse, so fertile of disastrous consequences. 

May these few pages impress on those who 
can apply a remedy to the evil, how urgent it 
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is to enter on the path of reform ; how neoes- 
sary to prevent the White clergy in Eussia 
being any longer an hereditary caste ; and 
finally, how desirable it is to create, by the side 
of the married and the Black, a clergy secular 
and celibate. 

In view of these enormous abuses, we can 
only desire the adoption of the reforms which 
we have just sketched ; but a reflection con- 
fronts us. Who will execute these reforms ? 
The JRussian Church, had it the will, has not 
the necessary authority to cause their adoption. 
Will the government? It would evidently 
transgress the limits of its sphere and trespass 
on the rights of the Church. This shows the 
radically fidse situation in which the Bussian 
Church is placed, and proves to us that it is 
outside herself and outside the govermueut 
that she can alone find a remedy for the evils 
which ruin her. We reserve to ourselves to 
examine hereafter this aspect of the question. 
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CHAPTER IL 

THE BLACK CLEBGY. 

We lead in the Gospel that one day a young 

man accosted our Lord, and asked Him what 
he must do to have eternal life. 'Keep the 
commandments/ replied the divine Saviour. 
In that magnificent disconrse addressed to His 
Apostles after the Last Supper, our Lord said 
unto them, ' If ye love Me, keep my command- 
ments ^ He who keepeth my commandments, 
he it is that loveth Me.' (John xiy. 21, 23.) 
And at the moment of His ascension, He pro- 
nounced these solemn words : ' Go, instruct all 
nations, teaching them whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.' (Matt, xxviii. 18, 20.) 

* Keep the commandments ;' here is the 
law, here is that which is rigorously neces- 
sary to insure one's salvation. But, besides 
the commandments, the divine Legislator has 
given men counsels : ' If thou wilt be j)crfcct,' 
said He to the young man who questioned 
Him, 'sell all that thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and come, follow Me.' (Matt. xix. 21.) 
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This is not a commandment^ a law binding on 

all Christians ; it is counsel given by our Lord, 
-a means of attaining the perfect life. 

Because the counsel is not addressed to 
•every one, it is not, therefore, to be concluded 
that it is addressed to no one ; because it is 
not obligatory, it does not follow that none 
ought to follow it. 

Always, everywhere, there have been, there 
xire, there will be souls whom God calls in the 
way of His counsels; always, everywhere, there 
are, there have been, there will be souls who 
will respond to this call, and who will feel 
such response to be for them a necessity. Such 
souls very quickly learn that, to conform to the 
counsels of the Saviour, they must make them 
their rule of life. Hence the religious life, with 
its vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience. 

The foimdation of this kind of life is po- 
verty, the renunciation of all personal property. 
The Utopian follies of Communism have shown 
us that a society could not be based on the 
renunciation of personal property without the 
concurrent renunciation of marriage and family : 
hence the vow of chastity. Lastly, every so- 
ciety necessarily supposes in its bosom an au- 
thority to which its members must submit: 
hence the vow of obedience. We here indi- 
cate only in their general features the fimda- 
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mental bases of fhe religious life* Before 
formulating counsels, our Lord says, ^If ye 
will bo perfect.' Poverty, chastity, obedience, 
are, then, means of attaining to perfection, root- 
ing out the three principal sources of our mis- 
takes and our falls: the love of wealth, the 
love of sensual pleasure, and pride. 

Our Lord, when bidding the young man in 
the Gospel ^ sell that thou hast,' adds, ^ come, 
and follow Me.' To follow Jesus Christ is to 
tread in His steps, to imitate the examples 
He has given us. Ey the vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience, the religious man imi« 
tates Jesus Christ, treads in His steps. Our 
Saviour went about doing good. He prayed, 
sufiered, preached, instructed the ignorant, per- 
mitted little children to approach Him, suc- 
coured the miserable. The religious endeavour 
to imitate Him. None of them can do all at 
once. Some give themselves to the contem- 
plative life, some to the active, some unite 
both. Some propose to employ themselves in 
works of spiritual mercy, others in those of 
temporal : hence the variety of orders and in- 
stitutions. 

None of these orders is indispensable to the 
Church ; yet there would be some loss to the 
fulness of church life and action, if the religious 
element in her bosom were to be suppressed. 
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Besides, what earthly authority has the riglit 
to say, ^Henceforth, no one shall follow tlie 
counsel of Jesus Christ' ? 

If thus of the Church in general, still less 
of the Oriental Church can the idea be enter- 
tained of the destruction of the religious state, 
where, by virtue of a discipline in force for 
centuries, it is almost uniquely among the re- 
ligious that celibate priests are found, and the 
members of the Episcopate can be recruited. 
By this double title, the religious in the East 
exercise a greater influence than elsewhere, and 
hold there a position of more cousidcration. 

All this perfectly applies to the Russian 
Church. Let us farther add, that ftom all 
time the monks have been singularly popular 
in Eussia. Every page of history bears Avit- 
ness of it, and indeed this popularity must 
have become deeply rooted, since it has sur- 
vived the decadence of monasteries. The mar- 
ried priest, or, to employ the word in common 
use, the pope^ is not popular ; the pope's wife 
and children are still less so. Notwithstanding 
aU, the monk retains the favour of the fiiith- 
ful. This popularity is even to-day, weakened 
though it be, his only force, his only power. 

The anonymous author of the book on The 
White and Black Clergy^ blinded by bis preju- 
dices, has understood nothing of all this. He 
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seriously quotes Le Juif errant (Wandering 
Jew), Le Maudii {The Accursed), and other 

works of the same kind. After this, is it as- 
tomshing that he should understand nothing 
of the leligious life ? He sees in the Bussian 
monasteries only two things — ^riches and abuses^ 
The riches he exaggerates, and concludes on 
the necessity of confiiscating them ; the abuses- 
he describ^ not for the purpose of reform, 
but to provoke the suppression of the religious- 
orders. 

A few words on the riches« We must first 
of all make a distinction between the treasures- 

of the churches and the wealth of the monas- 
teries. In the churches, in the sacristies arc 
collected chaUces, censers, chandeUers, embroi- 
dered copes and chasubles, fine pearls, images- 
covered with gold and silver plates adorned 
with turquoises, rubies, emeralds, and dia- 
monds. I readily recognise that all this wealth 
can represent a considerable amount ; but the- 
monks are guardians of it rather than pro- 
prietors : they can take away no part to their 
personal use; in a word, they are none the 
richer for it. 

I know well that it is easy to find econom- 
ists who, at sight of this unproductive capital, 
would advise a different use of it. I would 
that they fii'st used this reasoning to all the 
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ladies wearing diamonds. I very much doubt 

their finding it conclusive. 

A Catholic Bishop of the United States met 
one day at Borne, in firont of St. Peter's, a' 
citizen of the gieat transatlantic republic. The 
latter, filled with admiration at sight of the 
immense basilica, asked the prelate if it would 
not be possible to erect such an edifice in 
America. *Why not?' replied the Bishop, 
who was unwilling to wound his national 
pride. ^And do you think that one would 
realise interest from the capital?' Fancy St. 
Peter's at Eome belonging to a company pay- 
ing a dividend to the shareholders ! 

When Mary Magdalene poured on the feet 
of the Saviour a costly perfume, haying broken 
the alabaster box which contained it, tlioso 
present, seeing her prodigality, murmured 
against her; but the divine Saviour defended 
her. And so with the gold and silver, the fine 
pearls and precious stones employed in the 
adorning of the chmrches. There is no invest- 
ment of money here ; but a sensible witness 
of the faith of populations, who give of their 
abundance to increase the splendour of worship 
and the magnificence of the temples of the God 
fhey adore. 

It is true there arc circumstances when 
the clergy can and ought to sacrifice even the 
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consecrated cups in order to relieve the neces- 
sities of the suffering members of Jesus Christ; 
but from this it cannot be inferred that we 
may confiscate these treasures. Wliat finance 
minister ^yould dare to propose for signature 
to the Emperor of Bussia a measure, before 
which Peter I. and Catherine II. checked them- 
selves, and on which Biren himself was unable 
to resolve ? 

Let us then leave on one side the treasures 
laid up in the churches and sacristies of the 
monasteries, and speak of the revenues and 
properties of the monks. All this wealth was 
confiscated more than a hundred years ago by 
Catherine II. The history of this confiscation 
is curious. It has been written with greater 
care than clearness by M. Vladimir Milutin, 
whose work was published from 1859 to 1861, 
in the Memoirs of the Antiquarian Society of 
Moscow.* We wiU make a few extracts from 
this document. 

In ancient times the clergy enjoyed great 
immunities, which, without having ever been 
sanctioned by general legislation, were the 
result of special privileges and charters ac- 

♦ Htohhi rib nMiK'paTdiiTKnMi. OCmecTBt HcTopin ii ^ipoBiiocTcii pots 
f iiicKiixL n|)ii .M(xiiOBCi;oML .ViiiiBtpciiTiTt.-IIOBpcMciiiioe ii34aBie. MocKBa, 
£1 i uuBi-pc. Tiiiiorp. 8vo. Milutin's work bears the title of 0 wa- 
wmaam n e iifmeCTi a rt iprxoMBcna n Foccli-laietiiOBaine Bimw. 
Muvnoa, in the Ho. of Oot-Deo. 1869, et leq^ 
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corded to each monastery. These privileges 
display great variety. Qeneially the goods 
of the clergy were exempt from taxes ; their 

administration exclusively belonged to the 
monasteries or to the bishops ; justice was ad- 
ministered therein, not by the representatives 
of the prince, but by those of the ecclesiastical 
authority: so that the ecclesiastical domains 
formed almost independent states. AH the 
public powers, . including the Eltans of the 
•Golden Horde,'* contributed to create this 
state of things. Beaction began to show itself 
in the sixteenth century, under the last princes 
of the house of Buric. Against the excesisive 
growth of the wealth of the clergy they took 
measures which were not applied in all their 
rigour. 

When one thinks of the circumstances 

which brought about and accompanied the ac- 
cession of the Eomanoffs to the throne, one is 
led to conclude that this dynasty ought to 
have testified to the clergy the liveliest grati- 
tude and the most unbounded confidence. It 
has been quite otherwise. The young Michel 

♦ A son of the Mongol Genghis Khan became in 1223 the first 
governor of the province lying between the Dnieper and the Ural 
•(aooording to some autliors, between the Don and the Volga), 
aad in a part of Turkestan. The horde, or tribe, to which he 
belonged, he muned fli« * Golden H6rde»' whioh deaignatloii wm 
later giTen to thiit whole i?gk>n, (2hNU.) 
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could not, during the life of the patriarch his 
fEither, attack ecclesiastical privileges ; but the 
tsar Alexis determined on a radical measure 
respecting the wealth of the clergy. He esta- 
blished, under the name of Mona^iyrski Prikaz 
(chancery of the monasteries), a kind of tri- 
bunal charged to acquaint itself with all the 
proceedings relating to this wealth, and at the 
same time to administer it, to draw up the 
leases, and to levy the taxes. The bishops, 
the monasteries, tiie churches, preserved tiie 
properties of their domains, and received the 
revenues of them ; the administration, the col- 
lection, and the accounting were withdrawn 
from them. As was easy to be foreseen, after 
tliis intervention of bureaucracy, their revenues- 
considerably diminished. Moreover, they were 
subjected to a very troublesome control. The 
establishment of the Monastyrshi Prihaz played 
a great part in the deposition of the patriarch 
Nicou. It is surprising that M. Yladimir Mi- 
lutin says nothing about it. 

Immediately after the death of the tsar 
Alexis, this tribunal was abolished. Peter I., 
a few years later, reestablished it; and under 
different names, with slight modifications, it 
stood, almost without interruption, until the 
radical measure taken by Catherine. 

Peter L had fixed the taxes according to 
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the needs of each conyent, and had taken care 

to put them low enough. The sum fixed by- 
Peter was first levied on the revenues of each 
convent, and handed to the monks; the sur* 
plus was applied as the weOrbeing of the Chwrch 
and country demanded! Sometimes the same 
motives engaged the sovereign to dispose, not 
only of the revenues^ but also of the proper- 
ties themselves. Thus vast ecclesiastical do- 
• mains were granted to Mencliilvofi'. Peter had 
thought of giving to the monasteries pension- 
ers — ^the invalids of his army, and convicts who 
were old and infirm, maimed or mad. The in- 
valids, convicts, and monks received the same 
rations. The reforming tsar complained of the 
ignorance of the monks; probably for this it 
was that he harshly forbade them to have in 
their cells pens, ink, and paper. Moreover, 
none could be admitted to the religious pro- 
fession without an imperial ukase. 

When the dynasty of Komanoff became 
extinct in the person of Elizabeth, the crown 
passed to the dynasty of Holstein Gottoip. 
Peter III. had nothing to do but renew and 
confirm the acts of the Eomauuifs in order to 
consummate the confiscation of ecclesiastical 
property. The measures which he prescribed 
excited no less the lively discontent of the 
clergy ; and it was one of the grievances 
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brought against him at the revolution which 
deprived him of both throne and life. Scarcely 
had Gathexine II. deemed her authority suf* 
ficiently established than she took up the pro- 
ject of Peter III., and by her ukase of Teb. 
26th| 1764, seized on all the ecclesiastical 
lands. 

There was no resistance except on the part 
of Arsenius Matseievich, Archbishop of Eos- 
toff, who was degraded in 1764, and, con-, 
fined in a narrow prison at Bevel as a vral 
(or dotard), died there in 1772. 

We note farther, that in a ukase relating 
to the same subject, and dated Aug. 12th, 1762 
(the revolution which had put Catherine II. 
on the throne had taken place June 28th of 
the same year, and Peter III. died July 6th), 
the tsarina said she received from God, as did 
all monarchs, the chief authority in the Church. 

Upon the vast domains confiscated in 1764 
there was a population of 910,866 peasants, 
without reckoning women.* They were in- 
stantly taxed 1 rouble 50 kopecs (55.) per 
head, and the first year brought to the crown 
1,366,229 roubles, or 227,705/. On this sum 
the state levied 403,712 roubles (67,2862.) for 
allowances to the clergj^, and thus profited by 

♦ Two-thixds belonged to the monasteriefl, one -third to the 
bithope^ to the oattiedrmlB^ 
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160,420/. Boon after, it was felt necessary to 

increase tlic tax on the rents of the peasantr}'. 
In 1772 it was 2 roubles 70 kopecs (95.), and 
in 1783 3 roubles 70 kopecs (12«. 4d.). In 
proportion as tlie charges on the peasants be- 
came heavier, the crown revenues became more 
considerable. In 1783 the confiscated wealth 
brought 3,370,000 roubles, or 541,6662. 13^. Ad. 
We know not to what sum the state receipts ac- 
cruing from this head can now amount. Let 
us say only that the allowances to the orthodox 
clergy figure, in the budget for 1865, for a 
sum of 5,806,210 roubles, or 967,701?. 13^. 4rf. 
We may hence conclude that the confiscation 
of 1764 has not enriched the treasury, but has 
placed it face to face with the growing com- 
plaints and exigences of the clergy. 

But all this concerns the past: the ques- 
tion is, how much the revenues of the convents 
now amount to. Our anonymous author does 
not give us the exact figure, which, besides, 
is not known. An approximate idea can, how- 
ever, be obtained by passing in review the 
different sources from which they are drawn. 
These are state aid, immovables, as fisheries, 
mills, meadows, forests, arable lands, &c. All 
other means of income can be comprised under 
the term ahns. Let us examine in detail these 
different resources. 
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The ukase of February 26thy 1764, not 
confined to the confiscation of the goods of 
the clergy; it suppressed the greater part of 
the convents. Those which were preserved 
were divided into two categories: the con- 
vents state-aided, and those which were not. 

The first category comprehends monasteries 
of the first, second, and third classes* Among 
the first-class convents are seven more im- 
portant than the rest, denominated Stauropegia. 
Above and beyond these three cksses are four 
great Laures : that of the crypts at Kieff ; that 
of St. Sergius, or of the Trinity, m the environs 
of Moscow ; that of St. Alexander I^evsky, at 
St. Petersburg ; and, finally, that of Potchayeff, 
in Yolhynia, taken from the United Qreeks 
in 183S. 

The state-aided monasteries receive an an- 
nual allowance which may be regarded as a 
sort of indemnity for the confiscated wealth; 
but it is plain that this allowance is tar from 

representing the value of the property taken. 
In a monastery of the first class this aid is 
thus divided : 



Eight priests, at 13 roubles . . . 104 0 



The ardumandrite 
„ vicar 

„ treasurer . 



500 0 
50 0 
25 0 



I'our deacons, 



52 0 
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Two gnardiana, at 10 loubles • . . 20 0 
A heiket, a housekeeper, and eight monka, 

atOroablea 99 0 

Five overseers of infiimaiy, at 8 roubles • 40 0 



lay employee : writer at 19 roubles, and 
twentj-fourserrants at 9 roubles; sup- 



plementary, 55 roubles • . . 290 0 

Maintenance and repair of church . . 400 0 

Keep for horses . - . . . . 62 50 

Wood-fuel 150 0 

Hospitality 100 0 

Beer and brandy . . . . . 125 0 



Total 2017 50 

= £336 58, 



A monastery of the second class receiyes 1611 
roubles 90 k. (2682. 14^.); a monastery of the 

third class, 670 roubles 30 k. (ill/. 14.9. 4^/.)* 
An official report of Count Protassoff for 
1850 gives lis the number of the monasteries 
of each class, which enables us to estimate the 

amount of the aid. Thus we shall have 



B, K. 

39 convents of 1st class . . . 78,682 50 

65 „ 2d „ . , . 104,733 50 

113 „ 3d „ . . . 75,743 90 

Total 259,199 90 



= £43,200. 

It is true that in 1842, in the -western pro- 

* Silbernagl, Veifaamng iind ffegenivdrtigcr Begtand tammt* 
lioJiar Kirchen dei Orientit (Landshut, I860), pp. 133, 134. 
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vinces, the allowances were more considerable. 

Here are the figures : 

ConYents, 1st class, 3185 iw = £500 12*. 
„ 2d „ 2220b. = 355 4«. 
„ 3d 1540b. = 246 8«. 

which makes, supj^osiug in a convent of first- 
class SO monks, more than 400 &ancs per head. 
It was yery necessary to pay for the apostasy 
of the IMted-Greek monks turned orthodox 

in 1839. 

We have in the first chap. (p. 33) spoken 
of the perpetual endowments, inrested in state 

funds at 4 per cent, assigned to the clergy, 
with an obligation to pray for the departed. 
This sum amounted to 64,000,000 roubles 
(10,240,000/.) ; giving a revenue of 2,660,000 
roubles, or of 42G,GGG/. 135. Wo know not 
what share of this revenue goes to the regular 
clergy. It ought to receiye at least the half 
of it. 

After the confiscation of 17G4, the state 
again allowed another kind of indemnity to 
the conyents. They had lost their serfis; in 
order to replace them the state sent into each 
of the state-aided monasteries a certain num- 
ber of peasants, for indoor service. They were 
obliged to liye there twenty-fiye years, after 
which they returned to their yillages, and were 
replaced by others. These servants were gra- 
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tuitously famished by the state, to the num- 
ber of twelve for convents of the third class, 
seyenteen for those of the second dass, and for 
the rest in proportion. At the emancipation 
of the serfs in 1861 the government rightly 
judged that it was time to put an end to an 
order of things which too much recalled the eor^ 
viej and the conyents haye since then receiyed 
as indemnity a sum of 307,850 silver roubles 
(51,308^.). By adding, then, the two state sub- 
sidies together, we shall haye for the monas- 
teries for men, 

B. K. 

259,199 90 
307,850 0 

Total . . 567,049 90 « £94,508 

which does not appear exorbitant, if it is con- 
sidered that the maintenance of the orthodox 
clergy figures in the budget of 1865 for the 
sum of 5,806,210 silver roubles (967,70U). 
Let us now pass to the immovables. 

After the ukase of 1764 the Bussian mon- 
asteries could no longer possess lands inhabited 
by peasants bound to the soil; but they re- 
tained fisheries, mills, meadows^ woods, arable 
lands, and they haye the right to acquire thenu 
The state itself gave them, and continues to 
give them from time to time, properties of this 

p 
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kind. On December 18th, 1797, the Emperor 
Paul published a ukase which accords thirty 
hectares of land to all the convents subsidised 
or not. During twenty years, from 1842 to 
1861, 168 convents received 16,879 licctares; 
which on an average gives 100 hectares per 
convent. In 1858, 1240 hectares of wood were 
allotted to the Lanre of St. Sergins, Moscow. 
The twenty-four convents of the province of 
Ifovgorod possess 9641 hectares. In 1861 the 
convent of Sarofi^ in the government of Tam- 
boflf; felled 6000 hectares of wood. 

The mere gum gathered from the resinous 
trees of the forests belonging to this convent 
has been sold for 1920^. From all this we 
must conclude that, spite of the confiscation of 
1764, the Eussian monasteries still possess im- 
movables of sufficiently great value. 

But the bulk of the revenue of these houses 
comes from another source. The Russians 
freely give to the convents, and the generosity 
of the Russian people is every moment soli- 
cited by inventions the most varied and in- 
genious. The rich and great are fond of being 
buried within the precincts of the monasteries; 
and these places are sold at verj^ high prices. 
The interments^ the prayers requested to be 
offered at the tombs of relatives, bring to the 
monks very handsome sums. Begging Bro- 
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thers traverso all Eussia gatlieriiig alms. In 
the densest thoroughfares, in large towns, on 
ioadS| are sometimes seen diapels, or oratories, 
in whioh no Mass is said, bnt some yenerated 
image stands exposed. Tliesc chapels arc much 
frequented by the Eussian people, and each 
visitor there purchases a wax-taper, or drops 
some money into the box. The images reputed 
miraculous, as also the relics of the saints, are 
ordinarily in the churches of the convents, 
where they attract enormons crowds, and no 
one comes empty-handed. Some years ago the 
Synod canonised a bishop named Tychon. The 
solemn transfer of his relics, which is equiva- 
lent to the oeremony of oanonisalion, drew to- 
gether 250,000 persons. It is asserted that 
the laure of St. Sergius receives every year a 
million of pilgrims. The celebrated image of 
onr Lady of Iberia, which is exposed in a 
chapel built against the walls of the Kremlin 
at Moscow, belongs to the convent of Pererva. 
It is estimated that the receipts of this chapel 
in 1843 amonnted to 16,000/. 

According to the Gobs'' (1865, ]N"o. 283), 
the single lauve of St. Sergius has a revenue 
of at least two millions. That of the Crypta at 
EeflF is also extremely rich. Our anonymous 
author accumulates a great number of quota- 

* roioci (Petersbuxg daily newspaper). 
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tions and figures, in order to show with what 
skill, and often with what astuteness, the reli- 
gions spirit and credulity of the Bnssian peo- 
ple are worked upon by the monks. "We are 
inclined to think that in these estimates there 
is some exaggeration; but it is difficult to re- 
fuse all credence to what our author relates. 
Wliat use is made of all these riches ? iVre 
. they employed in missions, in the relief of the 
poor, in founding hospitals, schools, colleges, 
libraries? We can boldly reply, tibat but a 
very small part of the revenue of the convents 
has this destination. It is a notorious fact, that 
a portion of the alms is misappropriated by the 
very persons who gather them. Then in the 
monasteries where the community- life [la vie 
commune) is not established — and these are by 
£Eir tiie more nimLerous — a third of the re- 
venues forms the share of the superior, who 
lives in luxury, and very often enriches his 
family. According to the Voice (Gohs)^ 1865, 
"No, 283, the reyenues of the superiors of con- 
vents should he estimated as follows : 

In the Convents of the 

3d class, 1,000 to 5,000b. silver. = ^160 to £800 
2d „ 5,000 „ 10,000 „ » 800 „ 1600 
Ist „ 10,000 „ 30,000 „ = 1600 „ 4800 

In the Lames — 

40,000 to 60,000b. silver. £6400 to £9600 
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Our author proposes to the government to ro- 
Bume and complete the measure taken in 1764, 
that is to say, to confiscate once more the con- 
vent property. This Tvould bo in our eyes 
an injustice, and a serious attack on the rights 
of property* We farther think, that in all 
these figures there is much fancy. In taking 
the average of the expense of maintaining the 
monks, their novices, and their acfpirants, at 
100 roubles (say 16L Os. Ocl) per year per 
head, wc take a very modest valuation, and 
do not allow the means of living in luxury. 
However, if you take into account the 10,000 
monks, novices, and aspirants, who live in the 
Eussian convents, vou will at once arrive at 
the very respectable figure of 1,000,000 rou- 
bles, or 160,000^. At first this appears con- 
siderable; but divided by 10,000, it is a very 
small matter. Let us even admit that the 
sum be doubled, what men among those who 
loudest inveigh against the riches of the 
convents would consent to live on 32/. per 
annimi? 

We do not think the convents to be so rich 
as our anonymous author would wish to per- 
suade us ; but suppose them to be so, 'tis not 
there that the evil lies. If the community-life 
were everywhere introduced, if the superiors 
were subjected thereto as fhe others, if they 
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could misappropriate notliing of the revenues 
for themselves or for their relationS| it would 
not be difficult to find a useful purpose for 
the resources of the religious houses. Yes, 
schools are doubtless wanted in Bussia, hos- 
pitals, hospices, orpbanages, asylums for the 
aged, and many other good things; but instead 
of suppressing the monks and confiscating their 
property, so act that they themselves may or- 
ganise all these useful works. They can do it 
better and more economically than bureau- 
cracy.* The right of property will be respected, 
and justice will suffer no hurt. 

The real scandal consists not in the greater 

* What, without bureaucracy, may be done for the poor is 
fiiidy shown by a Catholio religtons Order known ■■ tin * little 
SistexB of the Poor,* whose founder, the Abb6 le Paillenr, etfll liTee, 
and whose whole life and labour are devoted to the feeding and 

nurturing of aged poor of both gexea and of every denomination. 
The Order, numbering between 8(X) and 1000 sisters, has in dif- 
ferent countries the management of more than loO asylums, shel- 
tering over 15,000 inmates. The bisters' resources are limited to 
the free-will offerings of the charitable, given in response to daily 
applications at private bouses and the publio markets. The gifts 
from private honsee consist of broken viotaals» stale bnt dean 
bread, ^ At the markets the sisters good-bnmonrediy sabmit to 
various receptions, and shrewdly take advantage of them, as re> 
cently seen in Covent-garden, London. In reply to their appeal, 
a rouu'h market-gardener ironically bade them ' take that there 
Back of potatoes,' and was astounded to see the sturdier of the two 
eagerly shoulder the sack, and bear it o£E amid the laughter of 
the bystanders. It would be to the credit of tlie railway com* 
panies if these oarers for the poor were permitted to tnml free. 
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or less reyeiiuc tliat the convents can have, 
but in the bad use made of it, aad above all| 
in the £EU)t that this money serves to enrioh 
the superiors. Here is the evil to be uprooted. 
Now Eussian legislation, far from opposing, 
•encourages it. 

What the anonymous author of the book on 
the White and Black clergy, and the men who 
have inspired him, wish, is simply to despoil 
the ceKbate clergy of the alms received &om 
the people, in order to aid the toilet-e:q>enses 
of the wives and daughters of the married 
priests. Let them at least have the courage to 
say so. 

Before speaking of abuses, let us glance at 

the situation of the monasteries in Russia. 

All are reputed to live under the rule of 
St. BasiL They are not so united among them- 
iielves as to form one or several congregations. 
Formerly it was not so. There were large 
monasteries, to which were affiliated a greater 
•or less number of other convents, under the 
guardianship and jurisdiction of the central 
.abbey. The laure of St. Sergius had forty 
iouses in its dependence. These salutary bonds 
made the strength of the monastic Order; they 
were a guarantee for the maintenance of dis- 
cipline. In proportion as the hand of the State 
Jias been extended over the Church, and has 
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taken away her independence, these bonds have 
been broken : the monasteries have been iso- 
lated, and hence haye resulted also their weak- 
ness and decay. 

The action of the state has made itself felt 
in yet another feishion. Formerly the conymts 
were yery numerous. In 1762, without reck- 
oning Little Eussia and Wliite Eussia, there 
were still 

732 conyents of men . ) , 

J =954 



222 women 

The ukase of Catherine II., which confiscated 

the property of the clergy, enacted that there 
should be thenceforward only 

361 convents of men . ) 
39 „ women J ~ 

This was the suppression of 554 convents- 
Little by little this rigour was obliged to be 
relaxed, and oyer since the number of conyents 
has been increasing. 

We have been able to procure the follow- 
ing figures: 

Total. 

1810 452 

1815 • • 387 Gomvents of men, 01 of women, 478 
1830 . . 408 „ 101 „ 509 

1836 . . 410 » 102 „ 512 

1837 . . 412 „ 103 „ 515 

1838 . . 435 „ 113 » 548 
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ToM. 

1849 . . 462 conTents of men, 123 of women, 585 
1860 . 464 „ 123 „ 587 

1860 . . 614* „ 137 „ 751 

The following are the figures of the reli- 
gious of both sexes, according to tke same 
documents if 











Total. 


1815 . 


. 4900 monks, 1096 nuns, 0590 


1818 . 


• 


w 




„ 7000 


1835 . 


. 4390 


n 


3161 


„ 7557 


1836 . 


. 4432 


n 


2544 


„ 6970 


1837 . 


. 5703 


99 


2055 


„ 8358 


1838 . 


. 6724 


M 


2352 


„ 9076 


1849 . 


. 5105 


99 


2595 


„ 7700 


1850 . 


. 4978 


99 


2313 


99 7291 



These figures present strange anomalies. It 
must be kept in yiew that the monasteries of 

the United Greeks, incorporated in 1839, are 
reckoned as part of the Eussian Church in 
1838. This explains the sudden increase of 
1000 mcmks in one year. Already in the pre- 

♦ We offer no explanation how the oonventB for men roee in 
the ten years 1860-60 by 160. 

f Thcae documents are : 

(a) Mgr. Filaret, Archbishop of Kharkoff, recently deceased 
at the see of Tohemigoff; EcTQpia pyccKOlt ItepsuL Tchem, 1^62^ 
period v, p. 130. 

(b) Fath. Theiner, L'Uglige sckisniatique Jiu^se, pp. 41G, 417. 

(0) The Official Beporta of the Count Protaawff for 1860 and 
1861. 

(1) The anonymooB author of the book on the White and 
Black Clerfff,'^oL L pp. 166, 210« 
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ceding year there had been an inexplicable in- 
crease of 1200 monks. "We may suppose that 
they were United Greeks taken from their own 
conyentSy and incorporated into the Bussian 
convents. But these unjust acquisitions have 
not profited the Russian Church ; twelve years 
afterward there remained nothing of this mo- 
mentary increase. 

Alas, if these monks could rise from their 
tombs, and describe the man(£uvreS| irauds, vio- 
lences by which they were successfiilly made 
to appear in the report presented by Connt Pro- 
tassoff to the Emperor [N'icholas ; if they could 
tell us by what accidents they successively dis- 
appeared from these sad lists I Did Siberia 
receive them ? Did death deliver them ? We 
cannot tell. We see only that these figures 
suddenly swell, then melt away like an ava- 
lanche which is precipated into the valley, and 
quickly disappears under the rays ''of the sun. 

In the figures we have cited let us point to 
another anomaly. Ihe male religious are al- 
most thrice as nnmerons as the female. An- 
other document gives us the number of persons 
of both sexes admitted to the religious profes- 
sion from 1841 to 1857, during a space of six- 
teen years, the year 1848 being excluded : 



Men 

Women . 
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The proportion between the two sexes is 
still almost the same. But if we take into our 
calculation the novices of the two sexes, the 
male and female aspirants, in a word the whole 
poj)ulation of the cloisters, we shall obtain 
different figures^ as we shall easily see by the 
following table : 

TdaL 

1835 . . 5739 men, 6411 women, 12,150 

1836 . . 5978 „ 9271 „ 15,249 

1837 . . 7163 „ 6089 „ 13,252 

1838 . . 8339 „ 6385 „ 14,724 
1861 . . 10,527 „ — „ — 

Which gives the following proportion : 

Hen. Women. 

1835 • . 47 per cent, 53 per cent 

1836 . . 48 „ 52 „ 

1837 . . 54 „ 46 „ 

1838 . . 56 ,, 48 ,, 

That is to say, that the female population of 
the cloisters is very nearly equal to the male. 
It results, then, from the figures, that in the 
convents of -women, the number of novices and 
postidants is much greater than that of the 
professed. 





Professed. 


Novices. 


Total. 


1835 . 


. 3161 . 


. 3250 . . 


. 6411 


183G . 


. 2544 . 


. 3727 . , 


. 6271 


1837 . 


. 2655 . 


. 3454 . . 


. 6089 


1838 . 


. 2322 . 


. 4033 • , 


. 6385 
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FMtaed. Novioei. Total. 

1849 . . 2595 • . 5825 . . 8420 

1850 . . 2313 . . 6280* . • 8543 

We think we find the cause of this anouiLily 
in a ukase of Peter the Great, which forhids 
admissioxL to the religious profession to all -wo* 
men, xuimarTied or widows, under 40 years old.t 
Hence it is that many young persons live in 
a convent and share the life of the professed 
whilst waiting to attain the age for professing. 
This waiting is sometimes prolonged for twenty 
}Tars or more. After a dehiy longer or shorter 
some make professions, others return to the 
world, others still continue to live in the cloister 
without taking the vows. It is not, after this, 
astonishing that the number of those termed 
noyices and aspirants should be more consider* 
able than that of the professed. 

Finally, the table already laid before the 
reader presents a third irregularity, for which 
we have found no explanation. How happens 
it that in 1836 the number of the professed fells 
off all at once by 617, whilst that of the aspir- 
ants increases by 477 ? The next year, on the 
contrary^ the number of tihe professed increases 
by 111| and that of the aspirants decreases by 

* The niunber 'of the noTkei and postnlaiito in ihe oonvants- 

state aided Is given only for the years 1840 and 1850. 
t BnniMi Code, ed. 1857, tom« ix. art. 250. 
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273 ; aad the year after we see 333 less pro- 
fessed uid 579 more aspirants. 

1836 . . Frofes8ed-617, afipiiaiitB-i-477 

1837 . . „ +111 „ -273 

1838 . . „ -333 „ +579 

Is it not the violent reunion of the United 
Greeks which is the cause of these strange fluc- 
tuations? 

"We have seen that in taking into account 
novices and aspirants of both sexes, the con- 
yents of men and those of women have almost 
the same number of inmates. If we fitrther 
examine these figures, we shall see that the 
monks and nuns are not recruited &om the 
same classes. From 1841 to 1857, as we have 
already remarked, 4147 men and 1569 wo- 
men were admitted to the religious profession. 
Let us see to what classes of society both be- 
long. 

We distinguish five different classes — ^the 

clergy, nobility, urban population, rural popu- 
lation, and the military. Under the term clergy 
figures the whole caste of which we have 
hitherto spoken, viz. priests, deacons, clerics, 
with their wives and children. By nobility we 
mean, besides the nobles properly so called, all 
government employes, including physicians, 
professors, and in general all persons belong- 
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ing to tlie liberal professions, or wlio occupy a 
post in the administration. 

* The urban population comprises merchants, 
citizens, artisans, and all who are in Bussia un- 
derstood by the term raznotcMntzy.* To the 
rural population belong the peasants of every 
category. Finally^ under the name military we 
take into account, with the soldiers, their wives 
and children. These explanations being given, 
here is the proportion in which the monks are 
recruited from these different classes : 



Clergy 2253 

Urban population . . 944 

Eural „ . . G84 

Military 141 

KobiUty 125 



54-3 per cent. 
. 22-3 „ 
. 16-3 „ 
. 3-4 
. 30 „ 



* pasBonaqu, Itteriilly men of different categoriea (pasnoj razm 

teMny, Tobinsscerenioiiial, oider, rank. 
By teU» it mMBit atoo the Udder of ranks introdnoed by Pe- 
ter I., and whioh mbordinated nobility of birth to that of service. 

Here ancestors and parchments were made to count for nothing. 
This civil institution was intended by Peter to weaken the old 
nobility, and at first consisted of pixtccn ranks, but afterwards 
■was reduced to fourteen. Of these, the first eight conferred heredi- 
tary nobility, wiUi aU the rights and privileges enjoyed by the 
old ; to the ninth and tenth ranks only personal nobility web 
awarded, tfen of merit were by Peter introduced into any rank 
he deemed proper ; but Paul I. ordained that the rise of all men 
should be gradual, and taken strictly through all the steps of the 
ladder successively. Piecent municipal modifications have made 
hereditary nobility more dependent on the Tsar's will, as also the 
rights and privilegee of that whioh is personal. See, for farther 
information, Sohnitsler (X H.), Empire det Ttarg au point aetuel 
de la Seienoe, Paris, 1866| torn, ili, seconde section, ehap. 1, Za 
toeUU polUigM; HatpHnc^HO, eantHttOlan, pp. 280-290. (2Wui#.) 
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For the nuns wc liave these figures : 



Urban populatioii • 


.608 . . 


38*8 per cent. 


Itnial ^ • 


.492 . . 


310 „ 




.213 . . 


130 „ 




.190 . . 


12-0 „ ' 






40 „ 



Thus the majority of the monks belongs to the 
* tribe of Levi,' whilst only one-eighth of the 

nuns comes from its ranks. The reason of this 
is simple. We haye seen that all the mem- 
bers of the Episcopate are taken fi:om among 
the monks. Here is the motive Avliich engages 
a good number of young men, at the close of 
their theological studies, to renounce marriage 
and adopt the religious habit. Nothing like 
this exists for Avoineu. There is, then, among 
the monks a whole category to which there is 
nothing analogous among the nuns. 

The difference between the 4147 monks 
and the 1569 nuns is 2578; it answers very 
nearly to the figure 2253, which represents 
the number of monks proceeding £rom the 
sacerdotal caste. 

Wc are presently to speak of this numer- 
ous category of monks, for whom the religious 
professioEQ is a career ISeut rather than a yoca- 
tion. Merely observing now that these form the 
majority, we proceed to speak of the others. 

The nobility, the administrative classes. 
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and the liberal professions annually give to the 
religious life, on an average, seven persons. 
This is little* The old soldiers fdrnish eight ; 
'tis scarcely worth while to note them. Forty- 
three vocations form the contingent of the rural 
population ; fifty-nine that of the urban. The 
inhabitants of the country are eleven times 
more numerous than those of the towns, and it 
would besides seem that country life ought to 
dispose to the religious life rather than city 
tumult and corruption. Whence comes, then, 
this strange disproportion? 

Bussian legislation has put shackles on 
every reUgious vocation, which impede but 
little a rich merchant, but which a poor pea- 
sant succeeds only with the greatest difficulty 
in shaking off. This single fact ought to have 
great influence, and to explain, in part, why 
there are many more merchants than peasants 
in the convents. Farther, following our anony- 
mous author, the convents exhibit but little 
eagerness to receive poor and ignorant pea- 
sants, who would be of no advantage to them, 
while they readily embrace merchants, who 
bring, besides their fortune, large experience 
in business and valuable connections with 
the commercial class. It is also an ob- 
ject of desire to have such men at the head 
of poor convents, which very soon prosper 



Digitized by Google 



cbxp. n* The Black Clergy. 81 

under their able mani^ement. They, on their 

part, are not insensible to the hope of becom- 
ing priors, abbots, knights of St. Azme and of 
St. Yladimir. If this account be true, then 
motives far different from religious Yocation 
induce merchants to withdraw into cloisters. 

Let ns conclude that the Bussiaa people in 
general famish to the convents a yery weak 
contingent. The clergy alone gives, propor- 
tionately, a hundred times more than the rest 
of the population. The 140* recruits yearly 
furnished by it to the convents are subdivided 
into several classes, which we must be very 
careful not to confound. 

There are, firstly, the seminarists who have 
not been able to complete their classes. Their 
career is a broken one. If they quit the ranks 
of the clergy, conscription there awaits them ; 
in the secular clergy they have no other pro- 
spect than that of becoming beadles or sacris- 
tans, and even of this all are not sure. They 
embrace, then, the religious state, and the 
rather as by tliis road they can hope to reach 
the diaconate, or even the pricstliood. In any 
casCy the life they will lead in the convent will 
be less rude than that among the low clergy. 

The youths who have finished their course 
in the seminary have a career open before 

* 2253 in 16 yean give « yeaily Kvenge of liO. 

O 
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them : fhey neyer dream of domiing the cowl. 

There are, however, some who embrace the 
monastic life, but they are rare enough. It 
very frequently happens that a deacon or priest 
loses his wife. He cannot marry again. If 
still youug, lie is admitted to the academy, and 
reenters the category of which we are about to 
speak ; but if a little older he goes to the con- 
vent, sometimes even under compulsion. It 
must not be forgotten that by one of those in- 
advertences so frequent in Eussian legislation, 
a priest or deacon who has rendered himself 
guilty of grave offences, and can no longer ex- 
ercise his functions, is condemned to the con- 
vent, as civilians are elsewhere to the galleys. 
A seminarist also who has completed his studies, 
but is not yet ordained, discharges in a semi- 
nary the duties of a professor. He is married, 
say, and loses his wife. If he marry again, he 
can no longer be ordained, nor even though he 
remain a widower. Nothing remains for him 
but to turn monk, unless he prefer to obtain a 
professorship in a gymnasium or embrace some 
other career. 

Let us now pass to the youths who have 
done witli their classes in one of the four aca- 
demies of Petersburg, Moscow, Kieff, or £asan. 
These, while remaining among the secular 
clergy, are sure to promptly arrive at the priest- 
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hood ; but they cannot aspire to the Episcopate ; 
whilst a young maa who adopts the monastic 
life dming his course at the academy is mo- 
rally certain, on qnitting it, of being named 
inspector or prefet of studies in a seminary. 
At a few years' end he becomes rector or supe- 
rior, and, provided he himself does not impede 
his own advancement, he can scarcely fail of 
attaining the Episcopate. 

It is, then, a career, and the numerous de- 
tails into which onr anonymous author enters 
clearly show us that for all, or nearly all, it is 
nothing else. 

It sometimes happens that these young peo- 
ple not only have no inclination to the religious 
life, but feel for it a repugnance too strong for 
even the prospect of a mitre to overcome. On 
the other hand, difficulty exists in procuring 
the number of persons necessary for filling posi- 
tions which cannot be intrusted to monks wholly 
ignorant. The ecclesiastical authority uses 
every means to determine a certain number of 
academic pupils to embrace the monastic life. 
The strife is sometimes lively. If we are to 
credit our author, the celebrated Plato, metro- 
politan of Moscow at the beginning of this cen- 
tury, employed very strange moans in these 
cases. When all methods of persuasion had 
failed, the recalcitrant student was invited to 
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pass the evening with one of the monks. There 
he was made to drink until he became intoxi- 
cated, when the ceremony constituting religious 
pTofesaon was perfoimed, t. e, the taking the 
habit and receiving the tonsure. On awaking 
the next morning the unfortunate youth saw 
beside his bed, instead of the lay garments 
worn the night before, a monastio habit. Often 
he fell into a rage, and tore into slireds the 
tokens of his profession. Then liis anger gradu- 
ally subsided; it was shown to him. that what 
had been done could by no means be undone ; 
and the involuntary monk resigned himself to 
his fiate. All reflection would here be superflu- 
ous, and nothing better proves the little account 
made of yocation about fifty years ago. At the 
present time recourse is not had to such expe- 
dients, but the means now employed are no 
less singular. The academic pupils do not 
scruple to frequent the cafSs, restaurants, and 
public-houses of the neighbourhood. There they 
are sometimes so intoxicated as to lose all con- 
sciousness, and are obliged to be carried home 
to the academy on a hand-barrow. In the slang 
of the place this act is known as the Transla- 
lim of the Belies.* When it is desired to in* 
duce one of these students to embrace the reli- 
gious life spite of his repugnance, they watch 
* nepeseoeHie ^lecmixi iioiiteit. 
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that lie become in liis turn the hero of one of 
these orgies. The next day, when he has re- 
^yered his senses, the superior summons him 
to his house, rates him soundly, and informs 
Idm of his expulsion. The superior, however, 
is ready to pardon, to forget everything, if the 
ofiEender give him evidence of a sincere repent- 
ance. Of this he accepts but one proof — ^the 
signature of the student to a paper containing 
a request that he may be allowed to make his 
religious profession. 

Such a fact is of unquestionable gravity. 
Without doubt 'tis a very lamentable thing 
that a seminarist should frequent a tavern, and 
there be allowed to lose his senses; but if the 
offender were instantly excluded, it would 
become only an accident, and the superior's 
responsibili^ would not be seriously compro- 
mised. It is, however, a &ot of common occur- 
rence, and hence unpardonable. It is, more- 
over, joked about, which makes the matter 
graver still. Finally, what seems quite in- 
credible, the superiors profit by this debauch 
to force the victim of it to embrace the religi- 
ous life. That which ought to cause perpetual 
.exclusion gives, on the contrary, admission 
within the gates of the cloister. 

In order to realise these strange manners, 
iet the reader figure to himself, for example, a 
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young Englisli seminarist brought to the semi- 
nary in a state of complete insensibility after a 
drinking bout, and the superior oflPering hiln 
next day his pardon, on condition of his enter- 
ing the community having the direction of 
the establishment. Let him then try to under- 
stand what the seminary Avoiild be, what the 
clergy, the bishops, the religious congregations,, 
if sudi a &ct were only possible, and let him 
then measure the distance which separates the 
Eussian clergy from the English. 

We must farther remark here on tlic idea 
these superiors must have of vocation, ef pro- 
fession, and of the religious life, while admitting 
to solemn vows such a subject, without transi- 
tion, without preparation, without amendment. 

It is manifest that tiie fundamental basis^ 
of all religious life — vocation — is wanting in 
the Eussian convents. It is not fear of the 
world and its seductions, the attraction of soli- 
tude and prayer, the desire of leading a life of 
penitence, or of working towards perfection : it 
is not zeal for souls, love for J esus Christ, the 
need of devotion and self-denial, that fill these 
houses. "We must not, however, be deceived. 
These attractions of the cloister are met with 
in Bussia much oftener than one would be 
disposed to believe ; but Bussian convents are 
unable to satisfy these aspirations. The souls,. 
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then, which feel these holy desires do not 
there present themselves ; they do not remain 
there. Some think to find the realisation of 
their desires in the East, and go to Mount 
Athos or to Palestine, but meet there only 
bitter disappointment. Others go and knock 
at the convent gate of the Eascolniks, with no 
better success. Happy they who have leamt 
that the Catholic Church idone possesses re- 
treats where their dreams can become realities. 

After vocation the first stage of the reli- 
gious life is the novitiate. It is necessary, in 
order that vocation may be really tested, and 
that the sonl which aspires to take before God 
irrevocable engagements, may have time to 
maturely reflect on the grave step it is medi- 
tating. It is farther necessary l^at it should 
be instructed in the duties of the life which it 
is going henceforth to lead, that it bo formed 
to the practice of the rules it is about to follow, 
and of the virtues which it must force itself to 
acc][uire; for in all this consists the novitiate. 
Now, the novitiate in the Eussian convents is 
just as much wanting as is the vocation. The 
pupils of the theological academies who em- 
brace the religious life make their profession 
without a novitiate, and it even happens that 
they attain the Episcopate without ever having 
lived in a convent. 
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Here a circumstance occurs which we can- 
not pass by in silence. According to Bussian 
legislation, as we have seen, women cannot pro- 
fess before the age of forty; men are allowed 
to pronounce their vows at thirty, and for the 
academy pupils the limit has been lowered to 
twenty-five. These arc not the prescriptions 
of the canon law, but of the civil. It very 
often happens that a young man has finished 
his studies before twenty-five, some at twenty- 
three, some even at nineteen. In order to 
obtain the authorisation to bring about his pro- 
fession, instead of procuring a dispensation} 
false documents are sent stating that he is 
twenty-five. The religious superiors who send 
these documents, the bishops and members of 
the 83mod who receive fliem, perfectly know 
that recourse has been had to falsehood : both 
prefer to commit a sin rather than violate an 
imperial^ ordinance, which could easily be re- 
pealed or dispensed from. But, in their eyes, 
a ukase is more inviolable than a command- 
ment of God. 

As to the seminarists who have not been 
able to finish tiieir studies, they are not so 
urged to take irrevocable engagements, but 
await their thirtieth year; their novitiate is 
therefore very long. But how is this novitiate 
passed ? The youths receive no instruction in 
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the religious life, do not learn to pray, to ex- 
amine their consciences, to combat their evil 
inclmations, nor do they even receive books 
wMcli might strengthen their good disposi- 
tions ; no surveillance is exercised over them, 
no loving advice i^ivcn them ; there is no one 
to whom to open their heartSi to speak of their 
temptations, their donbts, their inward troubles. 
They have no novitiate-master; they do not 
frequent the Sacraments j their principal occu- 
pation is to render service to the monk who is 
supposed to form them for the religious life. 
They assist in very long offices, which speak 
neither to their nnderstanding nor to their 
heart. The rest of their time is passed in play- 
ing and amusing themselves, and often, ^\o 
must say, their pleasures are anything but 
religious. When they are weary behind the 
cloister walls, there is always the means of 
exit, with or without permission, by day or 
night. 

The monks who do not come from acade- 
mies and seminaries generally arrive when 

advanced in age : they are no longer capable 
of being moulded, even when they wish it. K 
no novitiate, then no religious life; it cannot 
be otherwise. Elsewhere, the rule known to 
all, observed by all, makes each understand 
every day of his life the truth of the Saviour's 
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words : ' My yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.' In the Bussian monasteries there is 
nothing like it. Now there is extreme laxness, 

now the despotism of a capricious superior; 
sometiines both at once. Still following our 
author, as to the role, it is nowhere observed* 
The same thing must be said of yows. Take, 
for example^ poverty. There are in Eussia a 
few convents on which community-life has been 
imposed ; there all the wants of the religious 
are provided for— nothing is one's own. But 
these monasteries are very few, and the monks 
who live there in general sigh only for the 
moment of their being able to quit. In other 
convents the monks receive lodging, fuel, and 
nourishment; their clothing, their shoes, and 
their other necessaries, are at their own ex- 
pense. The revenues are divided into two 
parts; the one goes into the treasure-chest, the 
other is divided among the monks, without 
forgetting, as we have said, that out of it the 
superiors have to enrich themselves and their 
relatives. 

The rule forbidding the use of meat to the 
monks of St. Basil is often put aside, especially 
by those who ought to set an example. As 
to drunkenness, our author cites a multitude 
of facts, each one exceeding its predecessor in 
sadness. It is not rare to see monks, profes- 
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Bors, seminary -directors, arcliimandritcs, the 
bishops themselves, seeking in drunkenness 
obliyion of their yezatioiis. After that, one 
can imagine what becomes of the vow of chas- 
tity. Our author has had the good taste not 
to enter into much detail on this subject ; but 
the little he says suffices to show us that the 
vow is often broken. "We ought, however, to 
add that, among the bishops and the monks, 
a certain number are remarkable for their tem- 
perance, sobriety, and even for penitence and 
mortification. We could by no means insist 
too much on this point : the evil is not in the 
men, but in the institutions. 

As to obedience, at first sight it seems that 
it is better observed than the other two vows ; 
looked at more closely, it is soon perceived to 
be an obedience wholly human, devoid of su- 
pernatural views, having nothhig in common 
with the virtue so earnestly recommended by 
aU the ascetic authors who have treated of the 
religious life; often it is only servility. 

We have, from our point of view, summed 
up the facts furnished by the author of the 
book on the White and Black clergy in special 
reference to what concerns vocation, novitiate, 
profession, the observation of vows, and the 
rule. We ha^ e omitted many reflections appear- 
ing irrelevant, and discovering, in our opinion, 
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a spirit hostile to religious institutions. We 
have not dwelt upon faults inseparable from 
Iranian nature ; we are disposed to think that 
the author lias preferred dwelling on the dark 
sides of the picture, and that he has left in the 
shade whatever eould lessen the gloom. We 
willingly admit that there are exceptions; it ne- 
vertheless results from what we have seen, that 
the Eussiaa monasteries are in a very bad state. 

It remains for us to say a few words on a 
side of the question on whicli our author has 
not touched, but which, however, is very im- 
portant. We refer to the government of the 
monasteries, the mode of nomination of the 
superiors, and their relations with the bishops 
and the Synod. 

A religious Order is an association; tiiose 
who are members of it propose to themselves 
a definite end, at whicli they aim by definite 
means. It is in verifying the agreement of 
will, both as to the end and means, between 
him who presents himself, and the society into 
which he desires admission, that his vocation 
can be judged of. On entering the religious 
life a man renounces everything, abdicates his 
own right to will ; but every sacrifice is joy- 
fully made in view of the end proposed. Ab- 
negation cannot go so far as to sacrifice this 
end. If you consent to do the will of a superior 
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in all the details of life, it is on tlie condition 
that he will direct you towards the goal, to 
gain whioh you abandon your own will. For 
this guarantees are necessary, and one of these 
is that the superior himself have the same ob- 
ject before him^ and that for it lie also have 
sacrificed everything. In a word, he must be 
a member of the association. This is not all : 
he must possess the couhdence of his associates, 
he must have theu: approbation ; also in every 
religions Order fhe superior is chosen by elec- 
tion. It is farther necessary that, under the 
authority and supervision of the Church, every 
religions Order dionld enjoy a certain inde- 
pendence, that it may be assured of not being 
thwai'ted of its end, but may be able to reach 
it by the means the association has chosen. 
On the contrary, that a religions order should 
come to be governed by a man who is a stranger 
to it, would obviously disorganise the whole. 
Of this the history of the Church, and especi- 
ally of the religions orders, is fall of examples. 

In the Church of the East, which saw the 
first religious communities formed in its bo- 
som, these elementary principles have been 
always embodied in practice. To this may be 
attributed the enduring prosperity of Mount 
Athos. But you would look in vain for any- 
thing like it in the Bussian convents. True, 
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the Synod might exercise oyer them a right 
of control and inspection, bnt this does not 

exist. The great laiires, which ought to be 
the very abodes of the religious spirit, do not 
choose their archimandrites. Borrowing, very 
improperly, of "Western Europe one of its most 
regrettable inventions, the Eussian metropo- 
litans are become abbots-commendatory of the 
lauresj and the bishops of the different sees 
equally receive in commandcry a mouastcry 
of their dioceses. Everywhere the bureaucracy 
names the superiors.* These render an ac- 
count of their management to the Synod — ^to 
the Synod they are responsible ; and when wc 
say the Synod, we shall hereafter see that we 
nteao, in fact, the bureau of a minister. Con- 
sequently, all these posts, of archimandrites 
(abbots), hegoumens (priors), superiors, &c., 
have beoome the different steps of a career. 
For all those who follow it, advancement is the 
principal motive ; they therefore think only 
of making themselves acceptable to those on 
whom they depend. All this bureaucratic or- 
ganisation is at complete variance with the 
exigencies and needs of the religious life. 
To us it appears demonstrated by all that 

* The only exception made is in the case of a very small num- 
ber of convents, ohoaen among those which have adopted the 
community-life. 
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has gone before, that the monastic life in Bnssia 

exists henceforth only in appearance : as to 
veritable monks — to a religious order properly 
so called — none such exist. Beforms conld 
indeed be proposed ; but so great has been the 
progress of evil, that reforms the most radical 
would avail nothing. The day that the clergy 
in Bnssia shall cease to exist as a caste — that 
a secular celibate clergy shall be formed — will 
be the day when all the monasteries will fall, 
the whole actual monastic orgamsation will 
disappear. 

It may be that the convents in which the 
community-life has been introduced would be 
susceptible of reform. The monasteries would 
then have to be divided into two distinct 
classes. Those not having adopted the com- 
munity-life should be left to die; the rest, if 
reformable, should be nnited into a single con- 
gregation, or rather should labour to create 
several congregations. The relijious has for 
his aim to labour for his salvation and perfec- 
tion — to sanctify himself; but alongside this 
general aim, he can have a particular one. 
Some give themselves to the contemplative life, 
some to foreign missions or to the education of 
children, to the study and teaching of sacred 
sciencCj to preaching, to the direction of souls, 
to care for the sick, &c. &c. Why should not 
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a monastery be chosen as the centre of a con- 
gregation for foreign missions ? Another wonld 
serve as a centre for an hospital congregation, 
another for a teaching congregation, another 
for preachers, and so on. An appeal would 
be made to those monks who had adopted tiie 
community-life, and they would be induced to 
choose one or other kind of occupation. Erom 
among those who would present themselves 
would be chosen the most pious, the most re- 
gular, the most zealous, and the most capable, 
and they would form the nucleus of new con- 
gregations, according to the bias they had 
manifested. In order to organise these congre- 
gations, it would above all be necessary to 
leave entire liberty to all those who would be 
willing to enter fhem, without any other limit 
as to age than that determined by the canon 
law. At the same time, the congregations 
themselves should be very strict as to admis- 
sions, very compliant as to dismissions. The 
best means of preventing laxness creeping into 
a community is to open reluctantly their doors 
for those who woidd come in, and to open 
them willingly to those who would go out* It 
would still be necessary that vocation should 
be seriously tried during a year or two by 
means of l^e novitiate, all the novices being 
gathered together and placed under the direc- 



Digitized by Google 



Chap. n. The Black Clergy, 97 



tion of a master chosen with the greatest care. 
The superior Bhould be elected by the mem- 
bers of the congregation, without any interfer- 
ence of the ciyil autiiority, of the Synod, or 
of the bishops. The ecclesiastical authority 
should confine itself to taking the necessary 
measures to secure the freedom of the elections. 
When a congregation shall have developed it- 
self, it will be able to occupy several houses, 
placed under the authority of one superior- 
general, each house haying a local superior. 
The particular end proposed to itself by each 
congregation, the most proper means to attain 
it, and the practical counsels which experience 
shaU suggest, will be the subjeot-matter of the 
special constitutions of each congregation, and 
become the complement to the Eule of St. Basil, 
which shall be religiously observed. The for- 
mation of congregations, composed of many 
houses, bound to a common centre, is com- 
pletely misrepresented by some Eussian au- 
thors as an innovation borrowed from the Latin 
Church. We have before seen that the ikct 
formerly existed in Eussia, and that its aboli- 
tion has been for the interest neither of the 
monasteries nor of the Church. 

Here in few words is the scheme of mea- 
sures to be taken for reforming the monasteries, 
if they succeed in finding the necessary ele- 

H 
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ments in the convents where community life 
is practised. "We would prefer that, leaving 
on one side whatever exists, men of good dis- 
position should be allowed to found new com- 
munities. We said just now, 'tis not the men 
who are in fault, but the institutions: the niin 
of the monasteries has arisen from the inter- 
vention of the bureaucracy, the regulations, and 
the want of independence. Will liberty raise up 
new communities? Will it create more order, 
more regularity, more zeal? The essence of 
life, the force of religious orders, is the spirit 
that animates them ; and this spirit, where will 
it be found? We do not know; but we should 
wish the experiment tried. 

Eussia has gloriously freed herself from the 
leprosy of serfdom ; she is now on the road to 
freedom from the yoke of a harassing bureau- 
cracy, venal and corrupt. The monasteries 
claim the same reforms : they demand to be 
emancipated, to live their own life. Take away 
the multiplied impediments which clog voca- 
tions, foundations, and the whole organisation 
of the religious life, and a great part of the 
abuses now complained of will disappear. Let 
the people be free to give alms to the convents, 
if it seem good to tlicm. You complain that 
the monks sometimes employ means not war- 
ranted by morality to draw to themselves larger 
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gifts. Tlie press and the tribunals are sufficient 
to repress the disorders wbicb. would arise; 
keep to the common law. 

By the side of the monasteries of the official 
Churcli leave to the staroveres, leave to the Ca- 
tholics also, the liberty to establish convents ; 
free ihem from an oppressiYe guardianship. 
Justice demands it, yonr interest agrees with 
her: you know not all the utility that your 
convents can draw from a free competition. 
We wish not to deny that among the Catholic 
convents there have been some — some there are 
still — into which abuses have crept, and which 
laxness has invaded. But go back to the 
causes, and you will recognise that, almost al- 
ways, if not always, the root of the evil is in 
an excessive guardianship on the part of the 
state. It is the public which sustains com- 
munities; it furnishes their members, gives 
them those material resources without which 
they could not subsist. The public is not de- 
ceived in this matt^: it will sustain the useful 
communities; from the useless it will withdraw 
its support. If you find exceptions to this law, 
they are all explained by a single cause— mono- 
poly. With free concurrence, nothing of tiie 
Idud is to be feared. 
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CHAPTER in. 

EOCLESIASnOAL SCHOOLS. 

We haye not to write the history of the eccle- 

siastical schools in Eussia ; we shall, however, 
say a few words about them. 

It is not donbtfiil that, under Jaroslav and 
his successors, the sacred sciences were culti- 
vated at IviefF.* It cannot be denied that the 
Bussian Church, in the first days of its founda- 
tion, resembled that torch spoken of in Scrip- 
ture as brightly burning, diffiising all around 
it light and heat. Little by little the light 
goes out, the heat withdraws, darkness over- 
spreads minds, tmd hearts grow cold. Those 
who are aware that in her beginnings the Eus- 
sian Church had not broken the bonds which 
boimd her to the Universal Church have no 
cause for surprise. The regions of the north- 
east, formerly called Muscovy, and now bear- 
ing the name of Great Eussia, have shared less 

* How in Russia, previously to the Mongol inyadim (1240), 
■MiBd tdenoe mm tedaoMij and wanceuMfy ooUiTated, see 
SlnU, ^ gelehrte Muuland, Ldpiig, 1828, 8m (2hm#.) 
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than the south-west, called Little Eiissia, in 
this expansion of Christian life, without being 
completely deprived of it. 

In the sixteenth century the darkness be- 
came singularly thick ; we wish no other proof 
of this than the celebrated Council of Moscow 
in 1551, known in history under the name 
of Stoglaff, or Council of the Hundred Chap- 
ters.* 

The torch of sacred science was rekindled at 
El^at the contact of the Bussian Church with 
the Catholic, of the Greek rite with the Latin. 
The first place among the ecclesiastical schools 
of Bussia belongs unquestionably to the Aca- 
demy of Kie£^ founded in 1631 by Peter Mo- 
ghila. This remarkable man was the son 
of a hospodar of Walachia, named Simeon Iva- 
noyich. After having studied philosophy and 
theology at Paris he served with distinction in 
the Polish army, and particularly sigualiscd 
himself at the battle of Xhotin, 1621. four 
years afterwards he embraced the monastic life 
in the convent of the Crypts at Eieff ; in 1628 
he was archimandrite of this celebrated Laure, 
and shortly after was called to the sec of 
Eieff. Asmetropolitanhegovemedtheununited 

* Gto— mm. The decrees of this Ooimail ifwa a few yean 
ago publiahed in London. Tho Staiwrent leaa on the sathority 
of this OooneQ, inMe it is lejeoted hj the official Ohnroh. 
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Church in the States of the Polish Eepublio 
6om.l632 to 1646, fhe date of his death. One 
of his first cares had been to found a printing 
establishment and a school. This academy, 
as it 'waS' called, possessed) besides classes for 
grammar, chairs of philosophy and theology. 
The instiiiction was given principally in Latin, 
but Polish and Little Bussiau were also used ; 
the study of Greek was much neglected. The 
best students were sent to finish to the Col- 
lege ofLcmberg, and to other Catholic schools. . 
Moghila is the author of a catechism,* or ' ex- 
position of the orthodox Mth,' solemnly ap- 
proved by the Greek Church at the Conncil 
of Jassy in 1G43, and at that of Jerusalem in 
1672, and equally received by Adrian, patriaidi 
of Moscow. It may be said that the doctrine of 
this catechism, except the question of the Pope 
and that of the FUioque, is Catholic. AtKieff 
the Summa Theologica of St. Thomas was ex- 
pounded. The whole organisation of the classes 
was traced on that of the Catholic colleges ; at 
every step we seem to recognise the rath 
studiorum of the Society of Jesus; we find 
there also the Congregation of the Blessed Vir- 

* The Russian title is npoBociaBiioc ncnoBt^anic KaeojuiecKoii 
n AnocTaibCBOtt IfepKBii BocTOiHoil. This Catechism, in Greek and 
Latin, can be seen in Kimmel's Monvmenta Fldei Ecclesiee Orien- 
talis, JcDco, 1850. An English translation appeared in London in 
1752. (2Van«.) 
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gin.* The need of reacting against the growing 
ignorance of the clergy soon made itself felt 
at Moscow. The celebrated ITicon, one of the 
greatest figures ajopcaring in the history of the 
Eussian Church, undertook to correct the text 
of the liturgical books, which had been cor- 
rupted by copyists. The resistance encountered 
by this reform showed the necessity of having 
schools. 

The Tsar Feodor had just succeeded his 
&ther Alexis ; ISTicon was still aliye, and one 

of his disciples, Simeon of Polotsk, exercised 
great influence at court. This Simeon was a 
man of merit, bom at Polotsk in 1628. Ar- 
rived in Bussia (1667), after haying studied in 
Poland, and frequented the Catholic schools, 
he had been charged with the education of 
Feodor. At the same time he refuted by sub- 
stantial writings the errors of the Bascolniks 
(dissenters), and composed dramas which were 
represented in the apartments of the Princess 
Sophia, the daughter of Alexis. When his pupil 
moimted the throne, he profited by the credit he 
enjoyed to establish a printing-press in the pal- 
ace ; then he set himself to preach. This was a 
bold innovation: before him the mostany one had 
done was to read some homilies borrowed fi'om 

* Of. Htudes i» TUologie^ de mXotopUB^ et d^JBUMn, par lea 
PP. G. Daniel et J. Oagirin, SJ. (Pariii, 1S57), toI. i p. 89. 
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the holy Fatibers; besides, he manifested Ca- 
tholic tendencies. This was more than enough 
to irritate the narrow-minded patriarch Joa- 
chim; but Simeon, strong in the friendship 
of the Tsar, little feared the wrath of the pa- 
triarch, and even thought of depriving him 
of the supreme dignity. His plan was to re- 
place at the head of the fiussian Ghnrch his 
master Nicon, who was living in exile, after 
having been deposed by order of Alexis. In 
order to prevent a schism, Simeon proposed to 
the Tsar to create four patriarchs in place of 
the four metropolitans, and to put over them 
Nicon with the title of pope* It needed but 
little to put this project into execution. 

The better to explain the situation, let us 
farther say that Catholic ideas were under this 
reign received at the court with favour. Eussia 
was maintaining the best relations withPoIand.* 
Peodor had in 1680 married a young lady of 
Polish, origin, named Agatha Grouchetzka, to 
whom was attributed a leaning towards Catho- 
licism. In consequence of this marriage the 
Polish costume was geucrally adopted at court. 
Feeder's foreign policy hinged upon a strict 
alliance with Poland, and the formation of a 
league against the Turk, into whidi should 

* M. StohebaUkl affinns it See mfCCKil ^Btcnin {Mmk» 
IfmMgm'), OgL 1863, p. 767. 
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enter the Emperor of Germany, the Pope, and 

the Venetian EepubKc. 

It "was in these circumstances that Simeon 
eonceived the plan of founding at Moscow a 
school destined to spread civilisation among 
both the clergy and the people. Scarcely had 
he laid its foundations when he died. The only 
man who could withstand the patEiareh thus 
disappearing, the designs favoured by fhe Tsar 
became com^jromised : he knew not to whom 
to confide the direction of the school, and, 
fearing the opposition of Joachim, he hesitated 
to procure masters from Kieff. He then pro- 
fited by an embassy he was sending to the Sul- 
tan to ask for professors of the patriarch of 
Constantinople. The embassy set out in 1681 ; 
the year following Feodor died, and power 
passed into the hands of Sophia, the Mthful 
heiress of his policy. In 1684 two Jesuits ar- 
rived at Moscow with an ambassador from fhe 
Emperor of Germany, and obtained without 
difficulty permission to remain in that city. 
To us it not doubtful that Sophia, and Galitzin 
her minister, had intended to intrust the school 
to the Jesuits. 

About a year after the arrival of the J esuits, 
the professors sent by the patriarch of Constan- 
tinople made their appearance in the capital. 
They were two brothers, natives of the Ionian 
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Isles, who had studied at Venice and Padua- 
Their real name was Lycudes ;* they changed 
it to that of Lykhudes, and by the aid of false 

genealogies caused themselves to be recognised 
as Bulgarian princes. They were placed at 
the head of the new school; the Jesuits, on 
their side, had opened another. The two Ionian, 
monks soon raised a theological question which 
inflamed every one, clergy and laity, men and 
women. The question was whether, in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass, the bread and the wine- 
are changed into the Body and Blood of Jesua 
Christy by virtue of the words of our Lord, 
* This is my Body, this is my Blood,* or by the^ 
invocation of the Holy Spirit, the Ejnclesis^f 
which in the Eastern Liturgy follows the sacra- 
mental words. The strife became very lively. 
On the one side were all those who inclined to 
Catholicism, as Sylvester Medvedeff, superior 
of the Convent Zaikonospaski, the monk Sabbas 
Dolgui, the prior Innocent, a la3^an occupy- 
ing an elevated position, Theodore Stcheglovi- 
toy, and many others. The patriarch and the 
two monks, with all those who were hostile to 

* See, for biographical notices of these two hrothersi Cknkstan- 
tine BaXtA*8 NcQc^Av^d^ «iAoAoy<a.— Bw^ps^ rfir i¥ to& ypd/ifmrt. 
duiKainfiAfrwp *EXKfy>mr kth rqt MroXAravi r^s Bv^can-iytis atrrottpa* 
Toplas /xcxf>i rns 'EAAifMirqf i$ireftpffias, 1458-1821. *Ev 'Atfi^raif (1868)^ 

p. 868. {Trans.) 

f See on this question Dr. Hoppe's Die Ejj'iJdvsis dcr griech- 
istcJien nnd orienfalii<chc'>i Liturgieejif find der romUclte Gftuekra' 
tiom Kama. SchaHhausen, 1864. 
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the CatiiolicSy ranged themselves imdier the 
opposite banner. This war of books and pam- 
phlets lasted as long as Sophia remained at the 
head of the government. 

On August 17th, 1G89, broke out the revo- 
lution which deprived her of the regency and 
gave the sovereign power to Peter I.* Two 
months had not elapsed before Sophia was shut 
up in a convent, Oalitzin exiled, Stcheglovitoy 
and Sylvester Medvedeff delivered to the exe- 
cutioner, the Jesuits expelled, and a Protestant 
visionary named Xuhlman burnt alive. It is 
remarkable that Peter I. owed his elevation to 
Joachim, and to the most ignorant of the 
clergy: Peter cleared off his debts by per- 
secuting foreigners and those who showed 
Catholic tendencies. The triumph of the party 
was not long. Some months after, the inept 
patriarch Joachim died ; in 1694 the two 
monks, denounced and treated as adventurers 
by Dositheus patriarch of Jerusalem, were sent 
away from the Slave - greco - latin Academy. 
After their departure it lingered on for some 
time under the direction of their pupils, until 
in 1702 monks were sent for from Kieff. 

Simeon of Polotsk, the brothers Lykhudes, 
the monks of Eieff, had all derived their know- 

* Lefort had founded at Moscow a SCaaonio lodg^ and Fetor, 
U IB said, had himsalf initiated theraio. 
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ledge in the West and in Catholic schools. 
They were familiar with the grammar of Al- 
varez, tlie metliods of the Jesuits, and tlic 
Summa of St. Thomas. From this an idea 
can be formed of the instruction given at the 
llf oscow Academy : it was an imitation, or if 
you like a counterfeit, of the colleges of Ca- 
tholic Europe. The greater x^art of the pupils 
who frequented it belonged to the clergy nei- 
ther by birth nor by vocation. On the baches 
were seen, according to Smirnoff's history of 
this academy^ by the side of priests, deacons^ 
and monks, young men of all conditions, in- 
cluding aristocracy.* It appears, however, that 
the taste for letters had some difficulty in 
spreading itself at Moscow. In 1704, of thirty- 
four pupils in pliilosopliy, three names are 
found belonging to Great Kussia; all the others 
to White Eussia and Poland.f In 1736 we iind 
tibat 168 nobles entered the academy, among 
whom we distinguish Galitzin, the Dolgoroukys, 
and the Obolcnskys. The spirit of caste had 
not yet penetrated there. The teaching staff 
was not recruited from among the pupils of 
the house, but j&om Kieff. We have the list 
of rectors, prefects, and professors, from 1703 
till 1774: almost all are monks or priests, 

* Smirnoff, IIcTopifl MocROBCKOtt CiaBAHO— FpcRO — ^TaTHHCEOii Aka- 
4eMin UocKfia C16j5), p. 25. t ^^^^ P* 
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natives of the Ukraine or of Poland,* and old 
pupils at Kieff. Wliat is the origin of this state 
of tbiiigs ? The answer is easy. At Moscow, 
scarcely any one completed his studies ; some- 
times there were in theology but eight students. 
When they had learnt a little Latin, the pupils 
went away to seek their fortune elsewhere. 
A good number of the pupils obtained admit- 
tance to the hospital of Moscow, to learn me- 
dicine there ; others applied themselves to the 
study of mathematics, which opened to them 
access to various careers ; others still were 
occupied at the press, at the mint, &c. The 
governors of the provinces led some away with 
them to become professors and schoolmasters, 
&c. Peter I. distributed a good number in the 
navy and in the guard ; others he sent abroad 
to prosecute their studies. When the Academy 
of Sciences was founded at Petersburg, attend- 
ants were wanted for the course prescribed to 
it: these were taken from the academy of Mos- 
cow. The reforming Tsar had addressed him- 
self to the Jesuits of Prague, to get translated 
into Bussian works on law and dictionaries. 
Four pupils were chosen to engage in this work 
under the direction of the Fathers, who went 

* Only such names are met with as Krasnopolski, Wisznewski, 
Miegalewicz, Florinski, Kozlowicz, Liaszcszewski, Bronicki, Przy- 
bylowicz, Kulczycki, Eolnleekl, Kmuunewies, ZaborowsU, Bod* 
linsld, Leoosiii^iy Gsumieeki, Jarouewski, ko. 
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to study pliilosopliy and letters in another col- 
lege of the Jesuits. Some students of the 
academy Peter sent to the mission of Pekin^ 
establii^ed by him for a purpose rather poli- 
tical than religious, but which required the 
services of a certain number of monks haying 
some degree of learning. 

In short, the Academy of Moscow was used 
as a preparatory school, but it does not appear 
that many priests have proceeded thence. Wo ' 
find in the list of pupils beside the celebrated 
Lomonossoff, Elostroff, and Fetroff, who have 
made a certain reputation in literature, the 
Prince Cantemir, Bantysch-Kamenski, the ar- 
chitect Bajanoff; but not a single name reflect- 
ing honour on the clergy before that of the 
metropolitan Platen. 

The begmnings of the Academy of Saint 
Alexander Nevsky, at St. Petersbui g, were long 
subsequent to those of the Academy of Mos- 
cow, and much more humble. It was at first 
only a simple primary school, where children 
of every condition were admitted. Later it 
was desired to introduce Latin ; but the school 
could not go on — there was no one to be put 
at its head. In 1736 recourse was again had 
to the Academy of Eiefl^ and two of its pupils 
succeeded in organising some classes. Setting 
out horn, this time, the Academy of Petersburg 
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followed the steps of that of Moscow, present- 
ing howeyer some notable differences. In the 
teaching staff we do not see so many monks 
from Kieff, and in a little time the pupils are 
recruited almost exclusively from the sons of 
ecclesiastics. Here also, in consequence of the 
paucity of men who had studied in any degree' 
the administration takes away a great number 
of young men, to launch them in careers the 
most diyerse, before they have passed Uieir 
classes. The Academy of Petersburg, howeyer, 
is chiefly a normal school, where are prepared 
masters for all newly-founded schools. Some 
of the most capable youths are sent abroad to 
complete ^beir studies, but are no longer di- 
rected to Catholic schools, still less to Jesnit 
colleges ; they go into Protestant countries. 

Such was still the state of things in the 
first years of the reign of Catherine II. The 
reaction, however, the first symptoms of which 
we have just pointed out, was making its way. 
The course of theology of Theophane Proko- 
povich, preserved at first in manuscript, then 
committed to the press, profoundly changed 
the instruction given in the Bussian schools, 
and opened the door to Protestantism.* It 

* See the pioofii of this ftaaertion detailed in oar artiole en- 
titled *J)e Penteignement de la Thhlogie dant VJSglUe rvm^ in the 
Mitdn^ fto. let eeriee^ to! i. 
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must be recollected, that for eleyen years, from 

1730 to 1741, Eussia was governed by the 
CalYinist Biren, and that tke Bussian Church 
was then subjected to a real persecution. To 
this we must say she opposed but a feeble 
resistance. 

^ The desire to display sufficiently clearly the 
first phases of the history of the ecclesiastical 

schools has perhaps drawn us beyond due 
limits. To describe all the modifications they 
have undergone to the present time would be 
almost impossible, and certainly fastidious: we 
confine onrseh^es to indicate the general fea- 
tures, throwing a clearer light on a few im- 
portmt ppints. 

If we designate as the Old that system 
which prevailed at Kieff, and left so deep an 
impression on the Academy of Moscow, we shall 
be able to apply the name ISTew system to the 
entirety of tendencies which showed them- 
selves under Peter I., and which, in spite of 
partial checks, neyer ceased to become daily 
more evident. In the study point of yiew, 
these tendencies may be gathered np into three 
topics : restricting the teaching of ancient lan- 
guages in &your of modem ones, of literature 
in fayour of the sciences, of sacred studies in 
favour of profane. The strife between the two 
systems presents a double character — insta- 
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biUly and uniformity. All schools aie sob- 
jected to the same system, and this system is 
continually being modified. 

It would be yain to look in the Bussian 
OhuToh for teaching congregations strongly or- 
ganiscd, faitlifiil to their traditions and method : 
there is no longer any liberty of action left to 
the bishops in the direction of their seminaries. 
The ecclesiastical schools, which in their origin 
were a little independent, and had a spirit pe- 
culiar to themselves, are soon seen subject to 
a central direction which made all establish- 
ments pass under the same level. This central 
authority, placed in a certain dej)endence on 
the Synod, suffered also more or less the in- 
fluence of the lay element. The new system 
attempted to shatter whatever existed; the old 
sought to keep the positions acquired, and to 
retake those it had lost. Hence arose continual 
swayings, which made themselves felt at once 
in all the establishments. Here, beyond a 
doubt, is one great cause of the weakness of 
the studies in Bussia. Stability is an indis- 
pensable condition of success in matters of 
education. 

Whatever may be our preferences for the 
ancient methods, we willingly recognise that 
satis&ctory results would have been achieved 

with the new system. In our opinion, it would 

I 
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have somewhat fidled in the case of the yotrng* 
persons leaving these schools ; but at least, in 

acquiring the knowledge of modem languages, 
they would have had access to French or Ger- 
man literature. The study of mathematics and 
of the experimental sciences would have given 
to their understandings habits of clearness, 
order, method, which are not to be despised. 
But things do not happen thus. TTnder the 
name scholastic all Catholic traditions still sub- 
sisting are rejected; the place accorded to 
Latin is more and more restricted, without 
succeeding in giving to the pupils a sufficient 
knowledge of modem tongues ; they are made 
to study natural history and medicine, to which 
will by and by be added rural economy. The 
branclics of instruction are being multiplied, 
and that fatal path entered on of encyclopa3dic 
studies, which overload the memory of chil- 
dren with a mass of superficial information,, 
without forming their judgment or developing 
their intellect. And this organised chaos is- 
still subject to continual changes. Between 
the studies of childhood and those which ter- 
minate education, there is a necessary bond. 
What profit can be gained from courses of 
study by a seminarist, who has not, in inferior 
classes, obtained the knowledge which these 
courses presuppose ? How will you obtain good 
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professors, if you demand of them to teach, what 
they have not previously learnt? And yet 
these are the results arrived at by this uni- 
formity, to which is attached so much value. 

Speaking of the monks, we observed how 
necessary it is to allow teaching congregations 
to organise and develop ^themselves freely. 
The history of the Eussian seminaries plainly 
shows that there is a blank; and that it could 
not too soon be filled up. Suppose there are 
several congregations to-day, one of wliich 
keeps the traditions of Peter Moghila, another 
those of Simeon of Polotsk, a third those of 
Theophane Prokopovich, whilst others incline 
to the new system ; each has its own methods, 
its own nursery for its professors. This variety 
Tnaintaiufl emulation, but the esprit de corps 
secures stability. Allow tlie bishops to in- 
trust their seminaries to a congregation of their 
own choice, and it will furnish those professors 
whom you do not succeed in producing. 

All the books, all the journals that treat of 
the ecclesiastical schools in Eussia, testify to 
the hatred more or less manifest against the 
monks: people are indignant at seeing them 
at tlie head of the seminaries, and would dis- 
place them. In our opinion, people are above 
all against the monks because they show them- 
Belves little fBiyourable to innovation; but, 
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whilst admitting that the grievances articled 
against them may be well founded^ these griev- 
ances would disappear before the reforms we 
have suggested. Better still: the great, the 
true reason which necessitates the maintenance 
of the monks in the seminaries is, that they 
alone represent the celibate clergy, and that 
it would be very strange indeed to see the 
functions of rector or prefect discharged by a 
father of a &mily, occupying, with his wife 
and daughters, an apartment among yoimg 
men, and looking for sons-in-law among the 
seminarists. Let there be formed a secular 
celibate clergy, and nothing will prevent semi- 
naries being directed by secular priests. 

Ifo ! the root of the evil is not there, where 
they persist in pointing to ; it is in this cen- 
tral direction, in this kind of ministry for the 
education of the clergy placed in double de- 
pendence on the Synod and the State, but 
where the iofluence of the State is predominant. 
And, strange to say, whilst the direction of 
the ecclesiastical schools passes more and more 
into the hands of the laity; whilst the instruc- 
tion given in the seminaries tends more and 
more to become secular, — clerical influence is 
made to appear on the side least advantageous 
to it. We have seen that fomerly young men 
of all classes assembled on the benches of the 
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Academy of Moscow ; to-day the ecclesiastical 
schools are exclusively reserved to the children 
of the tribe of LevL In the first chapter of 
this work we said what we thought of a like 
state of thiDgs, and the reforms which in our 
opinion it demanded. Between the mainten-* 
anee of caste and the organisation of the eccle-? 
siastical schools there is a connection that must 
bo broken. Now, of all the means that can be 
employed to this end, one of the most efficacious 
in our eyes would be the formation of teaching 
congregations, whose schools should be open 
to all classes of society. 

These reflections wiU acquire new force, 
taken in connection with the most salient facts 
in the history of the ecclesiastical schools. 

A commission established by Catherine IT. 
(September 7th, 1781) to endow Bnssia with 
new schools, took as a model the institutions 
which Joseph II. had just then created in Aus- 
tria, and borrowed from them the organisation 
*of the normal schools* Its work haying been 
approved by Catherine (August 5th, 1786), the 
Synod hastened to adapt the same plan to the 
schools of the clergy. We then find that ma- 
thematics, experimental physics, mechanics, 
and natural history entered into the scheme of 
ecclesiastical study. The seminary of Ifevsky 
took the name of General Seminary : each dio^ 
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CGse was to send thither two of its best pupils. 
Here the influence of Joseph IL is perceptible. 

Under Paul I. a reaction is seen. He de- 
cides (December 18th, 1797) that there shall 
henceforth be four ecclesiastical academies or 
faculties of theology ; that besides the instruc- 
tion common to all the seminaries^ complete 
courses of philosophy and theology in Latin, as 
well as of eloquence and physics, shall be or- 
ganised there, and that Greek, Hebrew, Ger- 
man, and French shall be taught. Two years 
are devoted to philosophy, three to theology. 
During these three years the students must also 
occupy themselves with ecclesiastical history, 
with holy Scripture, moral and polemical theo- 
logy, the canon law, and the obligations of 
oui^s. It is difficult not to recognise in these 
dispositions the influence of Faflier Gruber, 
general of the Jesuits.* 

This plan, which seems borrowed from the 
Catholic seminaries, was modified no later than 
the following year. In 1804 another was made,' 

* At iUs time Faiher Graber was in great fitvour wifh flw 
Emperor Paul. M. Tohistovich, In Us HIstoxy of the Eodsslastical 

Academy of St. Petersburg (Hcfo^ C HerepOypcKOtt 4)^0BH0ft Ana- 
4eMlH. CnO. 1857, 8vo), mentions a canonical dissertation on the 
authority of the Pope, composed in 1800 by the Archimandrite 
Eugeny, prefect of the academy, on the occasion of a project of 
reunioa of tiie Churches presented by Father Gruber. Ihe disser- 
tation mm Temitled the Hetropolitan Ambtosa to Lnperial 
Cabinet The uchimandrite, aeooidiiig to Tbhistovioh, did this 
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giTUig moie time to the mathematical and 
physical sciences, and creating a course of na- 
tural history. The first four years are spent 
in cksses for grammar, the fifth embraces logic, 
rhetoric, nniyersal history and geography, na- 
tural history, the Greek, French, and German 
languages (begun in the first years), medicine, 
and ecclesiastical computation. During the 
4sixth year the studies are the history of philo- 
■sopliy, geometry, trigonometry, theoretical and 
practical physics, eloquencCi the same langua- 
ges as the year before, and medicine. Finally, 
the seyenth and last course comprises ecdestaa- 
ileal history^ dogmatic tlieology^ eccledastical ar* 
^choBohgy^ hermeneutics and exegesis^ sacred do- 
quence^ morcd theology^ geometry and trigonome- 
try^ physics^ Greeks Frenchy and German. The 
class-time is eight hours per day. We would 
gladly believe that this course lasted more than 
A year ; but, in truth, one asks oneself if the 
authors of this programme had tliemselves ever 
studied. 

Instruction in medicine began in 1802 ; it 



\tf the order of Paul himself. This is a fact as curious m it i& 
importent We ought to deolaie timt wliad no knowledge of 11 
It k to he dedied that the projeot pieMoted by Falher Gruber, 

and the answer of the Archimandrite Eugeny, should be sought 
for in the archives, and published. Eugeny died Metropolitan 
of EiefP. The late M. Moroschkin asserted to me that £ageay*a 
answer had been found at Kieff. 
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yras laid aside in 1808, to be resumed later, 
and again abandoned (February 1866). 

On November 29th, 1807, the Emperor 
Alexander I. resolved once more to reform the 
eoclesiastieal schools, and charged with this 
task a committee, the soul of which was Mi- 
chael Speranski. We cannot refrain from say- 
ing a few words of this personage. 

Bom in 1772 in the diocese of Yladimir, 
Michael Gramatin was the son of a poor coun- 
try priest. He was first admitted to the se- 
minaiy of Ykdimir, and there the ambitious 
youth took the name Si^eransM, thus indicating 
by a word borrowed from the Latin the high 
hopes he nourished in his heart. Prom Yladi- 
mir he passed to the seminary of Keyski, where 
he completed his studies in theology, and be- 
came afterwards professor of sacred eloquence, 
of matiiematics, and soon also of physics ; to 
these three chairs he later joined the duties of 
prefect of studies. They protend that he was 
equal to everything. To speak the truth, he 
united in himself two qualities which rarely 
meet together — great fiwility and great appli- 
cation to work; but on seeing him discharging 
three or four functions, each of which would 
suffice to absorb the entire attention of one 
man, one can scarcely help being reminded of 
that tailor who was cited before Sancho Panza's 
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tribunal in the Isle of Barataria, and who, 
with a piece of cloth hardly cuough to make 
one coat, had, at the request of his employer, 
made five thereof, but so small that each could 
clothe only a doll. However, all these occupa- 
tions failing to ^fill up' Speranski's day, lie ob- 
tained the place of private secretary to Prince 
Eourakin. For some time he lived with this 
statesman, taking his meals with the servants, 
and going to the monastery of Nevski to dis- 
charge his duties. Shortly afterwards £!oiu»kin 
obtained from the metropolitan the dismission 
of Speranski, for whom he procured a place in 
his own office. This occurred December 24th, 
1796. On the 19ih of March 1801 Speranski 
was Secretary of State. He was not slow in 
acq.uiring the entire confidence of the Emperor 
Alexander, and in becoming the most influential 
person in the empire. He had already intro^ 
duced very great modifications into the admi- 
nistration of state, and was preparing a con> 
plete reorganisation, when, on March 17th, 
1812, he was arrested, and relegated first to 
Nijni, then to Perm. Some years after, Alex- 
ander called him to employment of considerable 
importance ; but the first confidence returned 
no more. Nicholas charged him to make a col- 
lection of all ukases and a systematic abstract 
of them, to which was given the name of code* 
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He died in 1889, a chevalier of St. Andrew, 
decorated with the title of Count, and possessed 
of a fair fortune. 

This extraordinary man has more* than one 
title to GUI' notice. The son of a priest, edu- 
cated in the schools of the clergy, professor and 
prefect of studies in one of the first seminaries 
of Bussia, he exercised a notable influence on 
the reorganisation of ecclesiastical instruction 
in 1809. 

In this, as in everjrthing he touched, we 
recognise the presence of a mind more ca- 
pacious than deep ; the love of regulation, of 
bureaucracy, of centralisation; schemes of per- 
fect symmetry which have no regard to the 
ground on which it is proposed to build, and 
where the substance of things is continually 
sacrificed to their form. These are only &9adeS| 
behind which there is nothing; or rather, the 
only serious thing about it is, that they subject 
all the schools of the clergy to an administra- 
tion dominated by the influence of the laity. 
There were to be academies, seminaries, dis- 
trict schools, parish schools; and everything 
should terminate in the central direction which 
gave the impulse to everything, and reduced 
the members of this magnificent hierarchy to 
simple wheeiwork destined to transmit motions 
fhey did not themselyes possess. 
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Heie, in few words, is the organisatioii 

given to the academies. The pupils drawn 
from the seminaries ought to have finished their 
philosophy^ to know Latin, and one of the three 
languages, Oreek, German, or French, and to he 
not more than twenty-two years old : the length 
of the course was six years. The different sub- 
jects for instruction and authors adopted were 
the following: 

I. Dogmatic Theology. Author : Theopliane Proko- 
povitch, abiidged by Irenaeus Fialkovski (Latin). Aux- 
iliary authors : 1. Fr. Buddsei Institutiones TheolQgi» 
Dogmaticnc ; 2. Holtazii Exainen Theologiciini Acroama- 
ticiim; 3. Tuiretini Institutio Theologie Elenchics; 4. 
.SaidagDAy Opeia Theologica. 

IL Moral Theology. Authors : 1. Mgr. Theophylaot, 
InBtractioii Orthodox, pi ii (in Bubs) i 2. Schaberti et 
BuddflBi Institatioiies TheologuB Moialis. 

m. Polemic Theology. Authors: Buddseos, Ernest 
•Schubert, Lang. 

lY. Hermeueutics. Authors : Mgr. Ambrose (Buss), 
Buddaeus. Auxiliary Authors : the Fathers of the Church, 
Osiander, Tirinus, Veith, Dom Calmet. 

Note. The Professor of Tlieology knows it : the King- 
■doin of God is not in word, but in power ; the letter killeth, 
the spirit alone giveth life. Hence, in reading the Holy 
Scripture, we cannot always bo satisfied with the literal 
or elementary sense. 

{With a like note the professor is singularly 

at his case : tlic literal sense will not em- 
barrass him ; the door is open to Strauss and 
his fellows.) 
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y. Homiletics. Authois : Buddseus, TeUus. 

VI. Canon Law. The Komtcliala (in Buss), Le. the 
Fedalion : 1. Beveiidge's Pandects ; 2. Bingham's Anti- 
quitates; 3. The Kotitia Ecclesiastica of Cahasntins; 4. 
Cavei Qutoxia ; '5. Histozia Alezandri Katalis ; 6. Azch»- 
ologia Posseri Gneca ; 7. Bnddeei Ecclesia Bomana com 
Bnthenica ineeoneiliabiUs ; 8. finally, the < Spiritnal Re- 
gulation' of Peter I., with all the eccleaiastico-politicaL 
legislation that followed. 

VII. Philosopliy. Complete course of IMetaphysics, 
the History of Pliiloso2)liy in its whole extent, Physics 
theoretical and practical. 

VIII. ul^sthetics and Eloquence. Precepts : T)lair^ 
Kollin, Levisac, Boutorweck, Cicero, Horace, Longinus, 
Quinctilian, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Laharpe, Cerard ; 
selections from D'Alenibert, Montesquieu, jNIarmontel, 
Pendlon^ Cardinal Maury, Chateaubriand, Burke, Batteux^ 
Meineis, Eschenburg. Models : Demosthenes, Cicero, 
Titus livy, Tacitus, Sallust, Quintus Curtius, Pliny the 
younger ; St. J. Chrysostom, St. Augustine, the Holy Bible;. 
Pascal, Boflsuet^ P^elon, Plechier, Bourdaloue, MassUlon, 
Sauzxn. 

IX. Physics and Mathematics. 1* Elements of Qeo- 
metiy as £» as oonio sections indusiTe; Arithmetic, Al- 
gebra ; 2. Curvilinear (Jeometiy, Dififerenldal and Integral 
Calculus; 3. Physics, Mathematics* 

X. Historical Sciences.* AnziHaij Sciences : 1. Chro- 
nology, Ancient Geography, Geography of Bussia (tvo- 
years) ; 2. Biblical and Ecclesiastical History, Christian 
Antiquities, Russian History ; 3. Universal llistor}'. 

XL Languages. 1. Greek, not on the same level as 
Latin (1st year, Xenophon, Thucydides, Herodotus, Plut- 
arch ; 2d, Demosthenes, zEschines, Lysias, Isocrates, St, 
Basil, St, Gregory Kazianzen, St. John Chrysostom; 3d, 
Plato, Aristotle; 4th, Homer, Hesiod, Aristophanes ; ^th^ 
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Sophocles, iEschylus, Euripides; 6th, Theocritus, Bion, 
Anacreou, Pindar) ; 2. Hebrew ; 3. German and French. 

The choice of authors is noteworthy. For 

theology, it is specially Budda?iis, a Protestant 
theologian. What would have been said by 
Stephen Javorski and Theophylact Lopatinski^ 
those two athletes who fought against him with 
so much vigour ? IIow will any one set about 
the task of convincing us that tlioir faith was 
the same as that of the Synod of 1809 ? This 
first course coimted seventy-eight pupils: eight 
became bishops, and one of these, Mgr. Gregory 
Posnikoff, died some years ago metropolitan of 
St. Petersburg; another, Koutnevich, was a 
member of the Synod ; then a considerable 
number of priests, who have been more or less 
influential by tlieir teaching in the chairs of 
the academies and seminaries, or by the works 
they have published. We content ourselves 
with naming Pavski. Ought we to be aston- 
ished at finding Protestant ideas in the Bussian 
clergy? 

When it became a question of converting 
to orthodoxy the Prussian princess destined to 
many him who was one day to be the Emperor 
Mcholas, the priest charged to instract the 
neophyte received from tlie Synod instructions, 
in which, among other things, we read as fol- 
lows; ^In the exposition of the dogmatical 
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teaching of the Grcco-Eussian Church, it must 
be explained with the greatest care that this 
CSixirch recognises the word of God contained 
in holy Scriptures as the ordy and perfectly suffi- 
cient rule of faith and of Christian life, and as 
the sole measure of truth ; that it doubtless re* 
Terences the tradition of the piimitiye Ghnrch, 
but only so far as it is found accordant with 
holy Scripture ; and finally, that from this pure 
tradition it draws not new dogmas of faith, but 
edifying opinions^ as also directianSf for ecclesi- 
astical discipline.'* 

Thus spoke the Synod in 1816. "We hope 
that M. Yanycheff, charged with the instruc- 
tion of the Princess Dagmar, received other 
instructions. In any case, we can thus see 
what progress Protestantism had made in the 
Synod at the beginning of this century. The 
priest armed with these instructions ought to 
deliver them thus: 'Princess, we keep, it is 
true, a crowd of ceremonies and observances 
which shock yon ; we are obliged to conform 
thereto, from fear of irritating an ignorant and 
bigoted people j but at heart we do not hold 
them, and we are as good Protestants as the 
King of Plnssia. Be pleased, then, to con- 
descend to conform to the usages of a peo2)le 
over whom you may be called to reign, and 

* See Kie. ToargatmS, Za RuuU et la Mumi, yoL iiL p» 90L 
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' in your inmost conscience remain wliat you 
are/ 

The new regnlation distributed the day 

among four classes of two hours oacli. The 
members of the commission had not, indeed, 
then gone beyond the grammatioal courses, in- 
asmuch as they imagined' that in theology it 
is possible to have eight hours of classes every 
day. 
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When this mechanism was put in motion, 
it was of conrse seen to be nnable to work. It 

was then declared that theology, philosoj^hy, 
sacred eloquence (less the theory or aesthetics), 
ecclesiastical history, and Greek, were obliga- 
tory on every one; that, for the other branches 

of instruction, students should choose between 
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mathematics and history, between Hebrew and 
a Uying language; and the whole duration of 
fhe classes was reduced to six hours. 

It was quite natural that embarrassment 
shonld bo experienced in finding professors, 
and that the authorities should not be yeay 
particular notwithstanding. How can we fail 
to be surprised at seeing certain selections? 
Let us give an example. 

At this time there was abroad an ungowned 
Oapuchin, who had embracedProtestantism and 
married ; but who had been divorced from his 
first wife and had married another. His man- 
ners were dissolute; he beUeyed in nothing, and 
had obtained for himself a certain reputation in 
Preemasonry. If he were not connected with 
the lUuminati of Bayaria, he yet much resem-^ 
lied them ; his name was Fessler. This was 
the man to whom they chose to offer a chair in 
the reorganised ecclesiastical academy. They 
began by intrusting him with the teaching of 
Hebrew; finding soon that this did not sufficCi 
they gave him the chair of philosophy. 

Everybody in Paris still remembers the 
feeling produced there by the nomination to the 
Hebrew chair of a man who had publicly testis 
fiedhis nonbelief in the divinity of Jesus Christ. 
Yet, M. Benan's antecedents are not those of 
JFessler, nor is thd College of France a semi- 
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naiy. How is it ihen^ that, in a country pre- 
tending snob jealousy for its orthodoxy, the 

instruction of the future pastors of the Eussian 
Church was confided to such a man as the lat- 
ter ? It is not my task to explain it : I know 
only that Speranski got Fessler to initiate him 
into the mysteries of Frec^masonry, and declared 
himself his protector. He was given an apart- 
ment in the neighbourhood of the Xaure, and, 
in the very interior of the academy, a chamber 
where he passed a gi-eat part of the day in fami- 
liar conversation with the seminarists. It is 
sad to say so, but these young men were en- 
raptui'cd Avith this singular professor. Let us 
hasten to add that such a scandal excited the 

• 

zeal of the Bishop of Kalouga, Theophylact Bou- 
sanoff ; and in spite of the efforts of Speranski, 

at the end of fiye months Fessler was obliged 
to resign. Speranski was eager to procure for 
him another place in the Law Commission.* 
In the memoirs left by Fessler he relates that 

the persecutions of which he was the object 

* Some years later the Emperor Alexander wished that the 
FrotestaatB of his states had bishops, like the Anglican and Swedish 
Chnrohes. fieing nominated Pratestant Bishop of Saratoff , Fesder 
got himself consecrated in Finland ; afterwards exercised juris- 
diction over the Protestants at Saratoff, Astrakan, Yoronej, Tam- 
boff, Rezan, Penza, Simbirsk, Ea»an, and Orenburg. In one of 
his pastoral visits he lost his second wife, whom he hastened to 
leplace by another. He made pretensious to upobtolical succes> 
sion, and used to ordain priests. 

K 
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had for their motive the preference giy^ by 

liim to the riatonic over the peripatetic phi- 
losophy. Eut, without entering into the ex- 
amination of his teaching, it is evident that 
the choice of such a man for professor in 
a seminary was sufficient to alarm the con- 
science of any bishop having any anxiety about 
doctrine. 

This alone, better than long reasonings, en- 
lightens us as to the disposition of Speranski, 
and as to t)ie spirit in which he had conceived 
his reforms. We know well that, after his 
disgrace, he affected the semblance of piety. 
He translated the Imitation^ willingly read the 
holy Fathers, assisted in the offices, partook 
of tibe sacraments, and in his conversation and 
correspondence frequently spoke of God, Pro- 
vidence, and of the life hereafter. But it would 
be difficult to say what religion he had in his 
inmost heart. Was he orthodox, Protestant, 
or Deist ? We know only that his was a soul 
without loftiness, knowing no other motive 
than ambition. Speranski lavished the lowest 
flatteries on such a man as Arakteh^Ieff. Sper- 
anski, who passed as the hrst jurisconsult of 
the empire, put his signature to the end of the 
sentence which condemned the conspirators 
of the 1 Uh December 1825, although in this 
process the forms of justice had been outrage- 
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oualy yiolated. ' He is a great hypocrite,' said 

of him Coimt Cancrin, finance -minister of the 
Emperor Nicholas. Baron Korff has inserted 
this expression in his Life of Speranskiy and it 
will doubtless be the judgment of postmty. 

In stopping to notice the physiognomy of 
Speranski, we do not swerve from our subject. 

It is worth remarking, that holy Bussia is 
exposed to haye ministers of this temper, and 
they can exercise an incontestable influence 
over the Church and her doctrine, by the choice 
of subjeotSy by the direction given to studies. 
It is a farther argument against the central 
direction of the schools of the clergy.* Fessler 
is not the only Protestant who has taught in 

* There iB&iiiigiilarpafaUdismlwtwsn the dastiniM of 

anaki and Fessler. In 1810 fhey are both at the apogee of tbeir 
fortune; in 1811 Speranski was precipitated from his pinnacle of 
greatness, and banished to Nijni, then to Perm. Some months 
before, Fessler had quitted Petersburg and withdrawn to the banks 
of the Volga, into an estate of Zlobio, brother- ia>law of Speranski ; 
aent away by Zlobin Feb. 86ih, 181^ he took refuge at Samtoff. 
On Oct Sd, 1815, he eetabliahed himself at SArepta ; Jan. let, 1816» 
his emoluments were suppressed : he was obliged to sell his book% 
and to have recourse to his friends in Germany for the means of 
living. Soon, however, the wind changes. On Aug. 30th of the 
same year Speranski is named Governor of Penza; Aug. 20th, 
1817, Fessler is restored to his appointments; March 22d, 1819, 
Bperanski becomes Governor-general of Siberia ; July 8th, Fessler 
is authorised to renter Petersburg ; and on Oct. 26tfa a Ftotestant 
bishoprio is ereeted for him at Saratoff. In thus following tiie 
vioissitndes of fortune in the lives of these two men, we can verify 
the greater or less amount of credit wliieh the Freemasons en- 
joyed. 
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the Academy of Petersburg. After him came 
two of his eo-religionists — John Ton HorUj who 

succeeded him as professor of philosophy and 
Hebrew, and Christian Frederic Graefe, who 
long filled the chair of Qreek. We qnite 
understand that the professors of the faculty 
of theology of Dorpat should be Protestants ; 
this is quite natural; but we do not understand 
confiding to Protestants the care of forming 
the ortJtodox clergy. What has been the re- 
sult ? We have already observed that Pro- 
testant ideas and doctrines have penetrated the 
Bussian clergy ; at every step we find proofs 
of it ; and perhaps the instructions given by 
the Synod to the priests charged to lead the 
German princesses to exchange their Protest- 
antism for orthodoxy are nearer the truth than 
is thought. Without doubt the doctrines pro- 
fessed by the Greek and the Bussian Church 
were not the least Protestant in the world; 
but it cannot be disputed that, for a century 
pasty a work has been going on among the 
Bussian clergy, separating them more and more 
from their old traditions, and drawing them 
every day nearer and nearer to the Protestant 
ministers. 

Let us return to the ecclesiastical academy 
of Nevsky. The organisation of the studies 

was so vicious that it was obliged to undergo 
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radical modifications. The course, reduced to 

four years, was divided into two sections — two 
years of philosopliy, and two of theology. With 
philosophy were studied Latin, literature, uni- 
versal history, and mathematics; with theo- 
logy, ecclesiastical history, Christian antiqui- 
ties, chronology, sacred geography, andEussian 
literature.. Holy Scripture, Greek, Hebrew, 
French, and German, were common to both 
sections. The lessons of holy Scripture be- 
came reading of the Bible, with commentaries; 
the Old Testament was read with philosophy, 
the New with theology. Programmes were 
at the same time drawn up for the different 
branches of instruction. The course of theology ■ 
must embrace: 1. Introduction to theology; 
2. Hermcncutics ; 3. Dogmatic theology; 4. 
Moral theology; 5. Polemic theology; 6. Pa- 
tristic; 7. Orthodox liturgy; 8. Pastoral; 9. 
Homiletics; and 10. Canon law. No serious 
man will imagine that a young man could 
learn in two years everything enumerated in 
this programme, and at the same time the other 
matters just indicated. What is the result? 
The students are profound in nothing; they 
are given only small abridgments, which serve 
merely to overload the memory. In the great 
Catholic schools the course of philosophy runs 
for three years, that of theology for four years, 
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which makes the time seven years instead of 

four, and tlie branclies of instruction are much 
less numerous. 

Examining the programme of 1814, one is 
at once struck with the puerile desire of sym- 
metry, which has nothing in common with true 
science, and which seems to be a heritage of 
Speranski's mind. Here, for example, is the 
progranune of the course of dogmatic theology: 

L Ok GrOD: 

1. Knowledge of Grod. 

2. Unity of God. 

3. The Holy Trimty. 

THB CbBATOB. 

Provibencb. 
Anoels. 
Man: 

1. On mail's natuie and state 1)6foie ih» &U. 

2. „ his &ll6n state. 

3. „ „ Bestoiation. 

4. „ the EeqiUBites to salvation. 

5. „ „ Means of salvation. 
' 6« » « Church : 

a. In itself. 

b. On the iSacraments. 
e, „ Hierarchy. 
d. „ Laws of the Church. 

YL On the last state of man and the wobij>. 

At first sight, a theologian is shocked at 
the want of proportion presented by this table. 



II. 

UL „ 
IV. „ 
V. 



oiyiLi^cd by Google 



OhH>. HL EccUmLstical Schdols. 185 

In these six great diyisions, there is one which 

demands thrice the space of the other five. 
The section on God^ even joining to it that on 
lYovideneey presents important lacunae. It is 
inexplicable why the sections on the Hierarchy 
and the Church are separated the one from 
the other. It is equally surprising to see 
thrown into one subdivision the subject of the 
Sacraments, which comprehends eight parts; 
one on sacraments in general, and seven relat- 
ing severally to the sacraments in particular. 
Now, among the sacraments, the treatises on 
the Eticharistj on Penitence, and on Matrimmyj 
have an importance of the first order. 

We search this table in vain for the vast 
beautiful treatises De Actibua kumanis, de Gra- 
tia^ de Virtutibus, de Peccatis, It will perhaps 
be said that they are referred to morality; but 
it is one thing to consider these matters in a 
moral pomt of view, and another to consider 
them in the dogmatic. And if this omission 
is admissible in a diocesan seminary, it can- 
not be accepted in the case of a house of high 
studies; for it must not be lost sight of, that 
the four ecclesiastical academies of Eussia, and 
especially that of Petersburg, form the rank 
most distinguished in theological instruction. 
And this higJi course occupies tm years! and 
the author to-day adopted is Mgr. Macaire, 
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who wrote in Bussian ! What would be said 
in France of a seminary where theology should 

take two years, and that in French ? If there 
are any such, they do not boast of themj in 
any case, they are not £EU)ulties of theology, or 
anything approaching thereto. 

For moral theology, the Academy has re- 
mained faithful to BvddoBus ; for polemical, to 
Schubert, 

We hare not information sufficient for us 

to form an opinion of the manner in which 
philosophy is taught in the Academy of Peters- 
burg ; but the history of this academy, from 
which we have borrowed many facts and hints, 
has been written by M. Tchistovich, professor 
of philosophy in .that institution and we are 
not a little surprised to see his declaration 
that, in the ecclesiastical academies, the teach- 
ing of philosophy has for its object to demon- 
si3»te the feebleness of human reason, and its 
inability to discover truth by its own forces, 
witliout the light of revelation. If this is not 
traditionalism, I know not now where to look 
for it. Beyond doubt, rationalists are quite 
wrong in pretending that human reason, left 
to its sole force, can attain every kind of truth; 

* HcTopiH C. nerepOypcKoii jyxoBHoii AKa,^eMin, connnpnip opjunap- 
uaro npo<»eccopa G. nerepfiypcKoli A>xoBHott AKiueMlH lljupioua ^ucto- 
BH^a. Cii6, 1857| Svo. 
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but to conclude of it that it is impotent to 

know truth, is to sap the foundation of reason 
and faith, philosophy and theology. 

The study of universal history was not 
obligatory from 1814 to 1844 ; in the latter 
year it became obligatory. In 1812 the course 
of Eussian history was extended to all stu- 
dents ; in 1851 it was divided. Bussian his- 
tory was taught to the pupfls in philosophy, 
Russian clnireh history to the pupils in theo- 
logy. In 1844 the study of physics and mathe- 
matics was rendered equally obligatory. Until 
1842 eight hours weekly were devoted to these 
sciences; in 1845 four hours and a half sufficed ; 
since 1849 they occupy six hours. At an epoch 
not specified^ but which can be conjectured, 
the professor of history was warned to beware 
of two rocks — an excessive criticism and fatal- 
ism. To these two recommendations, very 
reasonable in themselves, was added a third, 
of which I am unwilling to deprive the reader : 
' Avoid an inconsiderate political direction, 
which could bring forth in young minds a 
tendency to dream and to judge of what otight 
not to be submitted to their judgrnent,^ From 
this one can imagine what the course of his- 
tory must be.* 

* Tn illustration of the sentence in italics, we quote the fol- 
lowing explanation of the aatooratioal power of the Tsar which 
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In the primitive plan instruction in Latin 
had been wholly laid aside, on the supposition 
that the young men on leaving the seminary 
would be sufficiently acquainted with the lan- 
guage. The event, it appears, did not justify 
this trial, and in 1847 two classes in Latin 
weekly were established. In these were ex- 
pounded Lactantius, Cicero, T. Livy, Tacitus, 
Virgil, Horace ; that is to say, what the stu- 
dents were thought to have seen iu the gram- 
mar-classes was here repeated. Very modest 
this! 

We have seen above the selection of au- 
thors to be read in Greek. This programme, 

which places Thucydides in the first year, is 
evidently the work of men who were ignorant 
of Greek. They soon returned to wiser ideas. 
The course was divided into two sections, the 
first comprising the beginners; to the second 
were explained Homer, Lucian, Apollodorus^ 
Diodorus Siculus, Pausanias, Xenophon, &c. ; 
then they touch on jSschylus, Sophocles, Euri- 
pides; lastly, they pass to Demosthenes, Iso- 
crates and the Fathers of the Church. The 



is alluded to in the let article of the Russian Code : * His ila- 
jesty is a monarch autocratic, who has not to give reason for bis 
actions to anybody on earth, but has the power and authority, as 
Christian sovereign, to administer his state and oountry according 
to his own wfll and diieralkii.* (2hHM.) 
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study of French and German has also become 

obligatory ; so that a return lias imperceptibly 
been made to. almost the very programme of 
1809, which wa^ foimd too full in 1814. 

It is seen, then, that there is one thought 
in the plan of 1797, and another in that of 
1809 : the first belonged to the Jesuits, the 
second to the Freemasons ; the rest was mere 
routine. 

In 1863 a new reform was tried. Instead 
of dwelling on it, we prefer giving here our 
own views on the matter. 

We should like to see in all the seminaries 
two years allotted to philosophy, and three to 
theology : the instruction should be given in 
Latin. It is even to be wished that the use 
of scholastic disputation be revived. During 
the theological course the whole attention 
should be expended on dogma and morality; 
all else should be accessory. There should be 
only three hours of class daily, and at most 
two or three hours weekly for accessories, so 
distributed that one year should be devoted to 
ecclesiastical histoiy, another to canon law, a 
third to holy Scripture. The academies, to 
which should be admitted only those young 
men who have finished their studies in the 
seminaries, should be true feculties of theo- 
logy. There all the branches of sacred science 
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should be taught, with all the fillness they 
admit of ; there should be formed the men des- 
tined to become professors in the seminaries. 
By permitting the best pupils to spend some 
years in foreign travel, good professors of fa- 
culties would be prepared. These professors 
should evidently not be taken from among 
Protestants; the formation of the clergy can 
be entrusted only to men whose doctrine gives 
every security. We would, fartlic that that 
mixture of monks, secular priests, and laymen, 
shoxdd be renounced. If the reforms proposed 
by us were adopted, one or two academies might 
be reserved for the secular celibate clergy ; 
the others should be conhded to monks; and 
if there existed two or three separate teaching 
congregations, there would be no disadvantage 
in introducing into diiferent academies diJffer- 
ent congregations. As to the choice of authors, 
it is high time to lay aside BuddsBus and the 
other Protestant theologians. Similarly it would 
be necessary to subject to a careful examina- 
tion the books published by membmi of the' 
Russian clergy, who have allowed themselves 
to be drawn towards Protestantism. At the 
head of these is Theophane Prokopovich. It 
should be seen what was thought of him and 
his doctrine by Etienne Javorski and Theo- 
phylact Lopatinski. For this purpose it would 
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be very aseM to have reprinted the great 

work of Javorski, published by Lopatinski, 
and entitled The Stone of Faith.* It is a 
refutation of Protestantism, which 'ought to be 
placed in the hands of every student of theo- 
logy. 

It rarely happens that we are of the same 
opinion as the anonymous author of the book 
on TTte White and Black Clergy ; this is one 
more reason for seizing the occasion of citing 
him when we agree with him. The chair of 
dogmatic theology ought not to be an appendage 
to the rectorship; quite on the contrary: these 
two employments are incompatible. Teaching 
demands men who devote themselves wholly 
to it, and remain each in his own speciality. 
If they so remain long, they will be but the 
better for it. A professor who has for any 
length of time occupied a chair can rarely ex- 
change it for another without inconvenience ; 
and he who has lived a few years without 
teaching can scarcely ever return to it again. 
These considerations ill agree with the career 
followed by the poorly -instructed monks in 
Eussia. Whatever employ is confided to them, 
they consider it only as a lower ladder to raise 
them to a higher. With this system good 
professors will never be obtained. A semi- 

* KaMeu BtpH. 
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nary superior, who has shoum some aptitude 

for administration, ^yliO possesses virtues ne- 
cessary for goyeraiug men, and fulfils besides 
the otiier conditiojis required, can be with ad- 
vantage promoted to the episcopate. On the 
other hand, the bishop being not only a pastor 
but a doctor, we understand that the episco- 
pate receives a theologian of merit ; bu^ as a 
general rule, it is to be wished that good pro- 
fessors keep to teaching, and make it exclu- 
sively their ambition to become eminent in 
their Une. 

Hitherto we have been chiefly occupied 
with teaching; we must now study another 
aspect of the question, — ^the administration of 
houses destined for the training of the clergy, 
the discipline observed there, and the educa- 
tion received by candidates for the priesthood. 

We have seen that the administration of 
these establishments, centred at first in the hands 
of the commission on ecclesiastical schools, was 
afterwards placed among the functions of the 
Synod, but that really it is exercised by the 
central direction, which depends on the chief 
procurator at least as much as on the supreme 
cauncU* of the. Busaian Church. In 1863 a 
new regulation was published. Judging of it 

* Ab to the applicability of the term 'oouioil' to the Synod, 
seeing p. 219. 
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by the attacks of the philo-slave journal, The 
Day* and by those of our anonymous author, 
it would contain notable and serious ameliora- 
tions. For the first time, the diocesan bishop 
is invested with the rights belonging to him 
over his seminary. Under the supervision of 
the central direction, he exercises over this 
Btdiaery of his clergy a veritable authority. 
The rector, named at Petersburg on the bishop's 
presentation, is assisted by a pedagogic council, 
composed of the prefect of studies or incfpector, 
of six professors, and of three or four priests, 
whom the city clergy choose from their midst. 
The powers of this council are very extended, 
but at the same time the rector's authority 
over the whole personnel of the house is entire. 
Until now the professorships in the seminaries 
were, in the majority of cases, held by sons of 
ecclesiastics, who, after having terminated their 
studies at the seminary or at the academy, re- 
mained laymen. lo entrust the education of 
the young Levites to men who thus testify 
their aversion from the vocation to the eccle- 
siastical state, was not the way to preserve this 
vocation in the pupils. The new regulation 
has understood this, and the men of this cate- 
gory will be separated from the seminaries. 
These dispositions, so reasonable, are vio- 

* /[en. 
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lently criticised by the philo- slave joumal. 
TTow what does it ask? Separation from the 
monks, teaching confided to the laity, all pro- 
fessors without distinctioiL called to sit in a 
pedagogic ooiincil, the rector and the inspector 
cliuscu by ballot by the staff of professors. It 
is indignant at the authority confided to the 
bishop and the rector^ and in it sees only the 
triumph of despotism. {The Day^ 1863, Nos. 
41 and 46.) Yerily we cannot believe our 
eyes. These fiery athletes of orthodoxy speak- 
ing a language which seems borrowed from the 
extremest republicans when it is a question of 
an educational cstablisliment, or of a seminary ! 
No study is more curious than this question of 
ecclesiastical places of education : masks &11 
oflF, and every man betrays his most secret 
thoughts. The philo -slaves speak like free- 
masons; they have the same hatreds and the 
same preferences. 

We by no means wish to constitute our- 
selves the advocates of the Eussian clergy ; but 
how comes it that these men, who inscribe the 
word orthodoxy on their banner, show themselves 
animated with such hostile sentiments towards 
the clergy ? How can we help recalling that 
these same men have placed the supreme au- 
thority of their Church, not in the oecumenical 
council — that is to say, in the assembly of 
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bishops — ^but in the tmiyersal snffi^agc of the 

people, sanctioning or rejecting the decrees of 
the councils ? The question is the education 
of yonng men who are to be clothed with the 
priesthood, the instructing them in sacred 
knowledge and revealed truth; and it is not 
necessary, forsooth, that the bishop have au- 
thority oyer the professors. The rector also is 
to be named by his professors, who give no 
guarantee of their orthodoxy. The philo-slaves 
would be particularly satisfied if this rector 
were himself a layman ; they would see with- 
out displeasure authority wholly taken away 
from the bishop and passed into the hands of 
the laity. I know that certain Protestant sects 
look at the matter thus; but I ask myself, how 
can men who think thus persuade themselves 
that they are orthodox? above all, how can 
they persuade others so ? What shall we say? 
Are these philo-slaves a sect which the Rus- 
sian Church will end by ejecting from its bo- 
som, or rather is it necessary to explain this 
phenomenon by the state of disregard into 
which the Bussian clergy have fallen? We 
do not know ; but this ant i -clerical fanaticism 
of the philo-slaves most certainly affords much 
to tiiink about. 

The reflections contained in the anonymous 
work on The White and Black Ckrgy are 

L 
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qtiite as curious. The author finds that the 

education given in the Eussian seminaries was 
already too Catholic, and that the new regida' 
Han is about to render it Jesuitical. Let us 
first see in what it was too Catholic. Accord- 
ing to our anonymous writer, the seminary 
superiors were wong to busy themselves about 
the goings-out of their pupils, and the relations 
these might have with the outside world, to 
look with an evil eye on tliose who £i*equented 
balls and theatres, and he thinks that generally 
they were kept at too great a distance from 
women. And yet he speaks of a professor who, 
in a seminary, gave a course of lessons to which 
ladies were admitted; he farther recognises 
that all the surveillance of superiors does not 
prevent the seminarists going to theatres, balls, 
&c. His great argument is, that all the semi- 
narists ought some day to be married. First 
of all, if it is probable that the majority will 
marry, it caonot be said of any that he ought 
to be married ; and even admitting that they 
all many, is this a reason for not preserving 
their youth from the wanderings and disorders 
to which they are too exposed ? The vigilance 
— very insufficient, alas I — adopted by the 
seminary superiors to protect the innocence of 
their pupils, this is what our anonymous au- 
thor speaks of as Catholic tendencies I What an 
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avonFal, what homage! He would doubtless 

see this Catliolic spirit replaced by tendencies 
wholly opposite — orthodox tendencies. Whither 
these would teud can be imagined. Onee more, 
we are not the advoeates of the Russian Church ; 
but "wc do not believe that she deserves the op- 
probrium of being defended after this lashion. 
As to the Jesuitical tendencies of the new 
regulation, the oocasion for such an accusation 
is this. The central administration communi- 
cated to the bishops a description of the little 
seminary of Paris, and irom it were borrowed 
several arrangements in use there. Every one 
knows that the little seminary of Paris is not a 
college of Jesuits, that it is directed by secular 
priests, under the supervision of the archbishop ; 
but at this distance one may not look at this 
matter with minuteness, and two pages farther 
on our anonymous author does not hesitate to 
say, in reference to the L^otade affistir, that 
among the Brothers of the Christian Schools — at 
Toulouse — aUj even to the servants and the phy^ 
sician^ were Jesuits, But in what, then, do 
these Jesuitical tendencies consist ? There are, 
firstly, the same grievances we have already 
seen in the organ of the philo-slaves : the semi- 
naries are placed under the authority of the 
diocesan bishop; the rector, on his side, has 
too great a power in the house, the lay element 
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in the personnel is weak. Then come other 
accusations of the same kind : instead of day- 

schools the seminaries are going to become 
boarding-schools ; the pupils are separated too 
much from the world ; Catholic seminaries are 
taken as models, instead of imitating the Pro- 
testant system ; mention is not often enough 
made of the necessity of inculcating in the 
youths devotion to their fatherland and to 
the emperor. In other terms, the aspirants to 
the priesthood ought to be accustomed to the 
thought that they are, above all, functionaries of 
the state. But what is more Jesuitical is, that 
• the bishop shall choose from his clergy an edu- 
cated and pious priest charged to receive the con- 
fessions of the seminarists ; this chaplain is re- 
commended to excite in his penitents a sincere 
contrition, to see them from time to time, to 
give them good counsel, to habituate them to 
watch over their actions and thoughts, to seek 
their spiritual father in order to disclose to 
him the state of their souls, to learn from him 
to hght against their faults, and to exercise 
themselves in mental prayer. The first objec- 
tion our anonymous Mend makes to this is not 
without originality : a priest capable of dis- 
charging these functions is not to be found; 
those of the monks who would be able occupy 
more important posts; and to find one of them 
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in the ranks of the secnlar clergy too high a 
solan/ would be necessary. And then this 

would considerably alter custom. To-day the 
seminarists are thought to confess and com- 
municate twice a year^ during the first week of 
Lent and during Holy Week. In reality they 
generally confine themselves to approaching the 
sacraments at the beginning of Lent. Almost 
all go to pass £aster in their &milies ; starting 
on Palm Sunday, because, from the bad state of 
the roads, they do not reach home till Monday 
or Tuesday. Scarcely any one approaches the 
sacraments, which, however, does not hinder 
the cures from giving them on their return a 
certificate attesting that they have both con- 
fessed and communicated.* The new regular 
tion prescribes two communions more per year, 
thfe one at Christmas, the other at the Assump- 
tion; as this latter festival falls during the 
vacation, it may be feared that many young 
men do not refi^in from bringing a false 
certificate. It also ordains that, in order to 
give the seminarists habits of piety, prayers 
should be recited morning and evening, grace 
before and after meat should be said, and their 
classes be begun and finished with a short 

* In seyeral Jesuit colleges there are vacations at Easter, but 
the pupils leave only the day after the festival. This is a Jesuitical 
iuveBtioQ which the Eu£8iaa tieminaritia would do well to adopt. 
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prayer. And herein consists its Jesuitical ten- 
dencies. The seminarists receive a too clerical 
education, and the clergy are too isolated from 
the rest of the population. The less fiie priests 
shall distinguish themselves from the laity, the 
better it will be : they are married and fathers 
of &milies; consequently the principle is laid 
down, it remains only to deduce therefrom 
its consequences. It is necessary that the as- 
pii^ants to the priesthood should be brought up 
by laymen, and as laymen ; that they should 
have the same ideas, the same habits, the same 
kind of life as laymen. The greater part of the 
laity do not conform to the laws of the Church, 
and do not lead Christian lives. It matters not. 

But what, then, is the priest, and why did 
our Lord call him the salt of the earth ? Has 
he not received the deposit of revealed truth, 
in order to dissipate ignorance and combat er- 
ror ? Ought he not to oppose the doctrine of 
the Gospel to the false wisdom, of the world ? 
Has he not been established guardian of the 
law and dispenser of ilie sacraments ? Ought 
he not to reprove sinners, to call them to peni- 
tence, to purify them from their defdements, to 
catch them up when &inting, and raise them 
to God? In a word, ought he not to react 
against ignorance, against errors, against vanity, 
against the corruption of the world ? It is not. 
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then, wMst living the life of the world, accept- 
ing its ideas and submitting to its influenoe, 
that the priest will be able to fulfil his mission. 

And if the men who di*ew up the new regula- 
tion of the Russian seminaries have insisted on 
the necessity of sheltering the priest's youth 
from the scandals of the world, they have only 
conformed to the spirit of the Gospel. Let 
people say that these are Jesuitical tendencies, 
we shall not complain; they thereby only esta- 
blish the conformity of the spirit of the Com- 
pany of Jesus with the spirit of Him who said, 
' If ye were of the world, the world would loye 
you ; but because ye are not of the world, be- 
cause I have separated you from tlic world, 
therefore the world hates you.' (John xy, 19.) 

Consequently, the principles of the new re- 
gulation are good, so far as we can judge of 
them from the criticisms they have evoked. 
Will there be found in the Eussian Church 
men to put them in practice ? This is another 
question. Have these principles always been 
applied with discretion? We will not affirm it. 

It is certainly a good thing to give habits 
of piety to clerical youth ; but in making all 
the pupils attend mass Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, matins and vespers every Sunday and 
holiday; by rendering it obligatory on them 
during their four last years at the seminaiy to 
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attend mass, matins, and vespers every day- 
has not the limit of moderation been passed ? 
We think so. If we consider that the Offices 
of the Bussian Church are much longer than 
those of the Latin, we shall feel a difficulty in 
nnderstanding that study docs not suffer there- 
Irom J and farther, 'tis doubtful whether they 
be a proper means for nourishing piety . When 
our anonymous author says that these long 
hours of service are more in place in a monas- 
tery than in a house for study, that they can 
produce in young souls distaste for prayer, or 
dispose them to hyj)ocrisy, we p(}rfectly agree 
with him. We shall say as much of the four 
annual commimions. We would that the young 
men could approach the sacraments far oftener; 
but, as each of these communions is preceded 
by an eight days' retreat, without studies, with- 
out recreation, without distraction of any sort, 
we expect from them no good result. One re- 
treat a year may do very much good ; but one 
is sufficient, and farther, for very young men, 
eight days are too long. Moreover, childr^ 
must not be left to themselves ; they need to 
be spoken with four or five times a day, and 
fresh food always supplied them for mind and 
heart* 

In a word, the new regulation bears witness 
to good intentions ; but we doubt much if it 
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will breed happy effects. To speak our mind 

entirely, wc do not believe in the possibility of 
a reform of the Russian seminaries. The evil 
is too deep, and the men are wanting. 

In such a situation there is but one course 
to take : to allow those who can do anvthinf]^ 
to do it. Benounce frankly your traditional 
policy in matters religious ; break all the fet- 
ters with which you have loaded alien worship ; 
allow Catholics and Starovcres (dissenters) to 
have their seminaries, their academies, their 
faculties of theology, as you freely allow them 
to Protestants : do not burden these establish- 
ments with your administrative guardianship, 
leave the bishops free to organise their semin- 
aries as they desire, to entrust the direction of 
them to whom they will, give all the religious 
orders — ^not excepting the Jesuits — the faculty 
to have colleges; efEaoe from your code the 
laws which forbid Russians to embrace any 
other religion than that of the State : this free 
concurrence can alone save you. I willingly 
admit that the official Church will see the num- 
ber of her children diminish ; but the multi- 
tude of those inscribed on the parish registers 
do not constitute her strength, as the 40,000 
Catholics she conquered in 1867 add nothing 
to her vigour. This is certain, that this con- 
cuireuce will strengthen the Christian element 
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in the empire ; that it will be an embankment 

against the Nihilism now propagating itself 
through the schools, and above all, says the 
Moscow GazettSy through the schools of the 
clergy. All tiie regulations in the world can 
ayail nothing, the remedy must be sought else- 
where ; and you will find it only in a renun- 
ciation of all your traditions opposed to alien 
worship. 




CHAPTEB IV. 



THE BISHOPS. 

The Ghurdi founded by Jesus Christ is apos- 
tolic ; it was to the Apostles that our Lord con- 
fided the deposit of the faith, the mission to teach 
all nations, the power to administer the sacra- 
ments, the task to lead the faithful into the way 
of salvation. The Apostles were mortal ; their 
ministry is to be exercised until the consum- 
mation of the ages. They must therefore haye 
successors: these are the bishops. The bishops 
are doctors ; that is to say, guardians, inter- 
preters, and judges of doctrine. They have the 
Mness of the priesthood; not only do they 
administer the sacraments, but they confer the 
power to administer them. Thoy are pastors ; 
to them belongs the care of leading and feeding 
the flook of Jesus Christ. What the bishops 
have received from the Apostles they transmit 
to their successors ; and thus is formed in the 
Church a chain, of which not a link is broken 
—an uninterrupted tradition by which, from 
generation to generation, pass the teaching, the 
episcopal character, and authority. 
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The bishop's power is supernatural ; it 
comes not from men, nor can it. ^Neither the 
votes of the people assembled in their oomitia, 
nor a sovereign's decree, whatever his power, 
can make a bishop. To the ancients, when 
being entnisted with the government of the 
churches founded by him, St. Paul said : ' The 
Holy Ghost has made you bishoj^s, to rule the 
Church of God/ 'Tis necessary, however, that 
men intervene in this great work of the trans- 
mission of the episcopal power. The first 
bishops were directly named and consecrated 
by the Apostles : about this there could be no 
difficulty. We shall presently see how the 
mode of election has been regulated by the 
canon law at different epochs in history ; but 
before quitting the Apostles we must make an 
important observation. 

When they began to preach the Gospel, 
not being able, of course, to address themselves 
to all men at once, they betook themselves to 
the great centres of population — to Antioch, 
Ephesus, Corinth, Thessalonica. When they 
had grouped around them a certain number of 
believers, and had sufficiently instructed them, 
before leaving them they placed at the head of 
this nascent Church a bishop, charged to rule 
it, and to carry on the work begun. This 
bishop spreadle Gospel in the ^imding 
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towns, and there formed churches, to which, in 
his turn, he gave bishops. The new churches 

considered themselves as tlic daughters of that 
which had begotten them in the faith; they 
regarded her as a mother, and the city where 
she was established became for them a mother- 
city, a metropolis ; for such is the signification 
of the word. This is the origin of the ties of 
subordination which attach sees simply epis- 
copal to sees metropolitan. 

There exists no necessary bond between 
provinces ecclesiastical and provinces of civil 
administration ; but nothing was more natural 
than for the Church to adopt administrative 
boundaries, based in general on the very nature 
of things. It hence resulted that, generally, 
the metropolitan see was fixed in the chief city 
of the province. But these sees themselves 
were too numerous not to feel the need of 
grouping themselves around a common centre. 
The prefecture of the East was divided into five 
great circumscriptions, which bore the names 
of the Egyptian, Eastern, Asian, Pontian, and 
Thracian dioceses. Also we early see the bi- 
shops of Alexandria, Antioch, Ephesus, Ccesarea, 
of Cappadocia, and of tlie Thracian Ueraclea, 
exercising a certain authority over the metro- 
politans of their jurisdiction. The title borne 
by the titularies of these great sees was not 
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unifonnly fixed at their origin. The bishops 
of Ephesus, of Caesarea, and of Heraolea, were 

called Exarchs ; later, the name of Patri- 
arch was given to those of Alexandria and 
Antioch. 

At the epoch of its foundation Constanti- 
nople depended on the see of Heraclea. The 
importance of the Bishop of Byzantium increased 
with that of the city, whidi had become the 
caj^iital (jf the empire, and the see of Constan- 
tinople soon ranged under its authority all tho 
metropolitans of the diocese of Thrace, as well 
as those of the dioceses of Asia and of Pontus.^ 
Jerusalem was then a simple bishopric, having 
for its metropolis Caesarea in Palestine, itself 
subject to the authority of Antioch. But Chris- 
tians could not forget that in Jerusalem was 
accomplished the mystery of our redemption : 
the finding of the Cross by the Empress Helena, 
the magnificent basilica built over the Holy 
Sepulchre by order of Constantine, the con- 
course of pilgrims, — everything contributed to 
raise the importance of this Church. The bi- 

• On the origin of the see of Constantinople, and the circum- 
stenoes which added to its importance, aee the remarkable work 
of Dr. Hergenroether, Photvus PuMureh von QnutanHnojjel, gein 
Zehen, teine SehrifUn vnd dot grUekUeks Seiima, Begembnrg, 

1867. The first book is devoted to the history of the see of Con- 
stantinople from its foundation to Pbotius. It is greatly to be 
wished that tliis important work, %vritten la German, should be 
soon tranblated into other languages. 
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shop of the holy city could scarcely remain 

in the last rank of the hierarchy. Councils, 
the interpreters of the feelings of the faithful, 
detached from the jurisdiction of Antiooh a cer- 
tain number of dioceses, of which was formed 
the patriarchate of Jerusalem.* Alexandria 
and Antioch have remained invested with a 
supremacy recognised from all time. Thus 
were formed the four great patriarchates of the 
East, — Constantinople, t Alexandria, Antioch, 
and Jerusalem. The Bishop of Bome was pa- 
triarch of all the West. 

Unity is the law of the Church. There was 
one sole bishop in each diocese \ several bishops 
grouped themselves around one sole metropo- 
litan; several metropolitans around one sole 
patriarch. The patriarchs, in their turn, must 
have a centre. Our Lord had given a head to 
the Apostolic OoUege in the person of St. Peter. 
The bishops of Kome, successors of St. Peter, 
had remained invested with an authority ex- 
tending over the Universal Church. This au- 
thority, perfectly recognised in the East, was 
invoked only in extraordinary circumstances j 

* This may be said without prejudice of the blame merited by 
the ambitious iatrigues of some bishops of Jerusalem. SeePA^ttu^, 
by Dr. Hergenrcether, toI. 1 book L 

t After Bome, fhe aecond pleoe among patriardtaAea ynm not 
definitively leeogniBed at tfae lee of Gonstantiaople till mueh 
later. 
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short of these it was enough to have recourse 
to the patriarchs. 

Such was the ancient organisation of the 
hierarchy in the Church. 

When the Bnssians embraced Christianity, 
the Patriarch of Constantinople sent them a 
bishop, wlio remained subject to his authority. 
The Christian faith having spread itself beyond 
the limits of Eieff, it soon became necessary 
to ort^auisc in Eussia several dioceses; and the 
see of Kieff became metropolitan, without ceas- 
ing to be subordinate to the see of Constan- 
tinople. It is no part of our plan to give 
the history of the relations between the two 
Churches. We confine ourselves to saying that, 
subject in principle to Constantinople, in fetct, 
the Russian Church very early found herself 
in possession of a certain autonomy. For a 
long period she was wholly governed by one 
single metropolitan, the Bishop of Kieff. It 
was then usual at that time to distinguisli a 
metropolitan i^om a simple bishop. Later, 
when the Church of Ukraine separated itself 
from the Muscovite Church, each of them had 
at its head a metropolitan. That of Kieff ex- 
ercised very extended rights in XJkraiue and 
Lithuania; that of Moscow had the same au- 
thority in the north-east. Then also they knew 
how to distinguish ecclesiastical provinces. 
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At the close of the sixteenth century the 
patriarchate of Moscow was erected : four me- 
tropolitans were created under its juiisdiction. 
This number grew with time ; and at length, 
in 1685, fifteen years before the death of the 
last patriarch, the old Church of Xieff paled 
before her yoimg sister of Koseow ; the metro- 
politan of the TTkraine transferred to the Mos- 
cow patriarch the obedience he had always 
rendered to him of Constantinople, At the 
commencement of Peter L's reign, the Bussian 
Church counted eight metropolitans. ITot con- 
tent with abolishing the patriarchate, the de- 
stroyer of the hierarchy suppressed the metro- 
politans also: in April 1724 not one remained. 
The last survivor, Sylvester of Smolensk, had 
been transferred to the see of Tver, and re- 
duced to the rank of bishop. The clergy saw 
with pain this oyerthrow, especially in TJbaine, 
where they remembered the almost complete 
independence they had enjoyed under the su- 
zerainty of Constantinople ; but they did not 
attempt to resist. 

When Peter I. established the Synod, the 
bishops found themselves all on a level before 
this assembly, in which centred all authority. 
If to-day some bear the title of bishop, others 
that of archbishop, a few that of metropolitan, 
these distinctions axe purely honorary; they 
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constitute a diflference of provision "without es- 
tablishing any bond of subordination. Still 
farther, by a discipline unknown to antiquity, 
the title is attached to the person rather than 
to the see. There certainly exists a usage by 
Tirtue of which the bishops of Moscow, Kieff, 
and Petersburg, are metropolitans ; but we 
have seen bishops succeed to the see of Moscow 
with the title of archbishop, and not receiye 
till later that of metropolitan. Such was the 
case with Mgr. Filaret. Very lately Mgr. 
Gregory Posnikofl^ before being promoted to 
the see of Petersburg, held that of Kazan with 
the title of metropolitan, which did not pass 
to his successor. These titles arc given in the 
clerical career as that of privy councillor is in 
the civil. 

From this state of things it results that 
the idea of hierarchy is obscured and almost 
effaced from the mind. Yet it has not com- 
pletely disappeared. We recollect that eccle- 
siastical history and canon law speak oi pro- 
vincial councils J which involves the notion of 
ecclesiastical provinces^ and of bishops subor- 
dinated to a metropolitan. To revive the use 
of these councils and to reestablish the pro- 
vinces is being thought of. The proof of this 
is in a very remarkable article, published by 
the Moscow Gazette, October ^, 1866, No. 216. 
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Here is a passage, translated i£om tlie Eus- 
sian: 

'* We must not, however, despise the danger the Ortho- 
dox Church runs through the outward disunion in which 
she now is. The Orthodox Church is essentially cecu- 
menical, and it ouglit to appear in the character essential 
to it. The enemies of Eussia, and the spirits hostile to 
oecumenical orthodoxy, who know it, seek to spread the 
opinion that tho Eossian Church has been completely 
transformed into a political institatum; in consequence 
of which she finds heiself, so fiir as a Chuzohy ina state of 
inaction and death. This is an exaggeraHorif InU U must 
he eonjeued thai such repoHs are not tnthout a haeia. The 
oecumenical Chuich, in virtue of its constitution, ought to 
live the same life and to have the same spirit in every 
countiy on earth. Li order to maintain oecumenical unity 
every Church ought to he found in living communion with 
all othors ; and the first condition for this, doubtless, con- 
sists in the living communion which each particular Church 
of the one oicumenical Church ought to maintain iu its own 
limits (among its different parts), and for the preservation 
of which the canons of the Church have instituted the local 
or pro\^ncial councils. Anciently the provincial councils 
assembled twice a year under the presidency of the metro- 
politan; later, because of certain difliculties, the sixth 
oecumenical council permitted them to assemble only once 
a year in virtue of canonical laws which have not been 
al»x>gated by any legitimate authority. The provincial 
council, according to the canons of oecumenical councils, 
ought to be convoked by the oironlar letters of the me- 
tropolitan; it is tins council which decides controverted 
ecclesiastical questions and doubtful cases; which exa- 
minss complaints made against the bishops, which chooses 
them, institutes them, and judges them. Of these coun- 
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cils, estaWished by the A]iostles themselves (37th Apos- 
tolical Canon) we have had none for a long period. The 
Holy Synod cannot take their place, because all the bi- 
shops do not take part in its deliberations ; whilst all the 
bishops ought absolutely to sit in the provincial councils, 
Bucli as they were instituted by the Apostles and the 
councils cecnmenical. Only old age, sickness, or some 
extieme necessity could excuse the bishop who did not 
every year present himself in the assembly of his brethren; 
otherwise he was subject to an eodesiasiical punishment. 
(Can. 87 of the Council of Garthage, 19th of the 4th (Ecu- 
menical Council, 50th of the 6th (Ecumenical C!ounciL) 

Yet with us quite recently the diocesan bishops had 
skill no right to go out of the limits of their dioceses for 
even the shortest time. This isolation of the bishops, 
contrary to apostolical constitutions and to the canons of 
the oecumenical councils, has had the most painful revSults 
for the life of the Church. It is but lately that our bi- 
shops have been permitted to absent themselves for eight 
days on notice being given to the Holy Synod, and for 
twenty-eight days with the previous authorisation of the 
Synod. Last summer, two bishops whose dioceses are 
contiguous to that of Moscow, Mgr. Irenarcus, Archbishop 
of Eezan, and Mgr. Antonius, Bishop of Smolensk, pro- 
fited by this newly-acquired right. After doing reverence 
to the ancient sanctuaries of Moscow, they had in the 
(xethsemane Hermitage an interview with the metropoli- 
tan, li^. f ilaret. These direct communications between 
the pastors of the Churdi cannot &il to send circulating 
through the body of the Church a sap new, living, and 
beneficent. The necessity of these interchanges of ideas 
daily makes itself more fdt. 

The present reign, whilst caUing into new life the dif- 
ferent elements of tiie national and political organisation, 
announces to the Church also the renewal of that life of 
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which she was deprived, and the re establishment of the 
order of things bequeathed to us by the cecumenical coun- 
cils. We have received news that the imperial defender 
of orthodoxy and the guardian of the Church's rights has 
invited the Holy Synod to deliberate on the reiistablish- 
ment of the canonical laws prescribing the convocatioa 
of coandlSy which, according to the apostolic decrees, 
should assemble eyeiy year. When councils shall have 
been reestablished among ns, their deliberations will put 
the bishops in direct relations with one another, and will 
introdiice into theChoich that life which formerly animated 
her ; and then our Church will acquire the possibilily of 
entering into relation with other orthodox Churches, and 
will become fncumenical no longer in name only, but also 
in fiict. Then wiU the maleyolent reproaches addressed 
to her by our secret and open enemies £Ehll of themselYes.' 

We know not where tliose secret and public 
enemies of the Eussian Chnrch are which M. 
£atkoff, the editor of the Moscow GazettCy lefers 
to. We are not afraid to assure him that all 
Catholics will applaud his language, and that 
no one wishes to see the accomplishment of the 
reforms in question more than we do ; but we 
can speak only of that which exists, and even 
the article of the Moscow Gazette finds fault 
with an important omission. The eminent 
publicist cites the canons' which attribute to 
the provincial councils the right of electing, 
judging, and deposing bishops. Let us see 
how these canons are observed in the Bussian 
Church; and first let us take a glance at history. 
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The Apostles themselTeB appointed bishops 
in the Churches they founded ; but the first dis- 
ciples of tlic Apostles, such as Titus and Timo- 
theus, perceiying no longer the same personal 
ascendency, chose bishops only with the con- 
currence of the faithful.* There were thence- 
forward, well says Dr. Hefele,*]" wliom here we 
follow, two factors, which concur, each in its 
share, in the election. The Church, that is to 
say the faithful, brought its testimony in fav- 
our of the candidate ; it declared him worthy 
{a^tog) of the episcopate,} and the disciple of 
the Apostles confirmed the election. When the 
immediate disciples of the Apostles had in their 
turn disappeared, the mode of electing was 
again modified. The clergy and the people of 
the Church to be provided for proposed a can- 
didate, and the bishops of the province imme- 
diately instituted and ordained the elected. 
Sometimes the people did not present sufficient 
guarantees, or made a bad choice. Then the 
bishops directly proceeded to the election, in 
which, in the two cases, they had always the 
principal 8hare.§ The Council of Mcsea deemed 

« 

• * 2«rcv8oin|a«0i|» i%i haOaiisim «4ffi|t. 8. Ctem., Ist Bpist to 
tbe Ciorinfhiaiu, xUv. 

t Hefele (C. J.)> Biibop of Botenburg, ConciUen 
tchichte, vol. i. p. 366 et seq. % 1 Tim. iii. 7. 

§ Hefele, op. cit. vol. i. p. 3G7. He cites Cyprian, epist. C8 — 
Beveridge, :iw6^ucoVf seu Fcmdecta Canonum (Oxonii, 1672), vol. 
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it necessary to more clearly determine the 
powers of the electing bishops. It willed that 
at least three bishops^ carrying the -written 
consent of the other bishops of the province, 
should take part in the election, which must 
afterwards be confirmed by the metropolitan. 
(Gone. Kio. can. 4.)* 

In the Latin Church the discipline has 
varied with the times. The right to elect has 
been often conferred on chapters ; a great num- 
ber of concordats have ceded it to the sovereign, 
substituted for the people, who exercised the 
same right in the primitive Church. For some 
time past there has been observed in different 
Churcheis a progressive return to the ancient 
custom of having the bishop elected by the 
bishops of the same province, or by the pro- 
vincial council. In certain cases the mode of 
election partakes of different systems ; but the 
confirmation, or institution, is always reserved 
to the Pope. To speak properly, the chapters, 
bishops, and princes here play tiie same part as 
the people in the ancient elections ; the defini- 
tive election, formerly exercised by the metro- 

ii. app. p. 47 — Van Espen, Commentar. in Canon, et JDecret. (Colon. 
1755), p. i.tlt.ziiiiLO.10. 

* The qiiestion hoe ia both of the election and of the conae- 
eration of fhe Uahop^ The same principles are found in the 
Cotmoils of Antioohy in 841, can. 19 ; of Laodicca, between 348 
and 881, can. 12 ; the second c. of NicsBa, in 787, can. 3. 
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poUtan with tlie assistance of the bishops, is 

transferred to the Holy See. St. Cyprian, in 
the passage (£pis. 6.8) indicated above, distin- 
guished the suffragium and judicium ; he 
attributed the suffragium to the whole of the 
clergy and people, whom he mimQ^ fratemitas^ 
the judicium remaining the apanage of the bi- 
shops. To-day the suffragium belongs to the 
fraternitas represented whether by the chapter, 
the prince, or by the bishops, and the jvdiciwn 
is reserved to the Apostolio See. 

In the United Oriental Churches the jt^i- 
mtm belongs to the patriarch, without refer- 
ence to Eome. Only the patriarch himself asks 
of the Pope his own confirmation; but he is 
elected by the bishops of his nation, and begins 
to exercise his jurisdiction from the very day 
of his election. 

In all the Churches separated from Borne 
there is the same discipline. Everywhere the 
patriarch, or he who fills his place, confirms the 
nominated bishops when he does not nominate 
them himself. If the fiction be admitted in 
virtue of which the Synod rejDrescnts the ])atri- 
arch, it is quite natural that the judicium should 
belong to him. The time to treat of the Synod 
is not yet come ; but we are of M. Eatkojff's 
opinion, that there would be every advantage 
in the suffragium being exercised by the bishops 
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of tlic proviiicc, and even in leaving the judi- 
cium to the Synod there would be great improve- 
ment ; for it is obYious that, e!scept for graye 
reasons, the Synod should always confirm the 
choice of the bishops. 

This is the place to recall another import- 
ant disposition of the oanonieal law. When 
we study the history of the Greek Church we 
readily perceive that the councils, having before 
their eyes too frequent proofs of all the incon- 
veniences inherent in the interference of the 
Byzantine emperors in the choice of bishops, 
endeavoured to prevent a return to it by grant- 
ing to the bishops the right of election. These 
oonncils speak not of a pretended election, bnt 
of a true election, in which every one is free 
to vote for him whom he judges to be worthy 
of the episcopate. This is why the 3d canon 
of the second Council of Nioeea (787) agreeing 
on this point with the 31st apostolical canon, de- 
clares null the election of a bislwp when it has been 
made by the prince. The reason of it is very 
simple : the emperors could not give to the bi- 
shops a jiu'isdiction ichic/i they themselves did not 
possess. Farther, it was necessary to prevent 
the favour of the eunuchs from placing in the 
chair of Chrysostom and Atbanasius, as was too 
often seen, an Arian, Xestorian, Monophysite, 
or Iconockstie priest. The Church ought to 
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reserye to itself the right of driving away men 

disguised as pastors, who would have Leen only 
mercenaries, courtiers, perhaps wolves. 

It might be admitted up to a certain point 
that the Bussian bishops could be designated 
by the emperor, provided that the Synod were 
invested with sufficient authority armed with 
independence enough never to sanction an 
unworthy choice, aud one which conscience 
disapproved. Is this exactly the case? And 
if the intervention of the Synod is only a fic- 
tion, a formality, must it not be concluded 
therefrom that the third canon of the second 
Council of Nicoea nullifies all episcopal nomi- 
nations? And have not the Staroveres (dissen- 
ters) serious motives for reflising their obedi- 
ence to bishops whose nominations are not 
canonical ? Let them ridicule as they will those 
rude peasants transformed into bishops by the 
imposition of the hands of the metropolitan of 
£ela Knnitza* (White Fountain), the canon of 
the council does not reach them ; they at least 
do not hold their commission from the tsar. 

Lately, moreover, the Synod of St. Pcters- 
burg, consulted by the Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople on the aJBGairs of the Boumanian Church, 

* See on this subject Eckardt, Modern JRvssla (London, 1870), 
in the chapter * The Greek Orthodox Church of JEUiada and hir 
Seots^' {Trans,} 
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recommended to the Eoumanian bishops, in re- 
ference to the innovation attempted by Prince 
Gouza, to place themseLves in presence of Hie 
30th apostolio oanon and to examine their con- 
sciences. "What says this canon ? ^ If any 
bishop, making use of the secular power, thereby 
obtain a CSiiirch, let him be deposed and sepa- 
rated, and all who communicate with him.'* 

We put it to any candid man, is it impos- 
sible to find in the Synod's communion a bishop 
indebted for his elevation to the secular powers? 
It would, on the contrary, be very difficult to 
find one not touched by this canon. But let us 
confine ourselyes for the moment to establish- 
ing that there has been at least one bishop in- 
contestably smitten by the 30 th apostolic canou 
— Theophane Prokopovich. . This man, at first 
a United Greek, aftier haying studied at Bome, 
came to seek his fortune in Bussia. Not only 
did he strip himself of his Catholicism as an 
obstacle to his career, but farther adopted doc- 

* This oanoD, cited as the 90Ql bj the Synod, horn the no. 81 

In the ooUeotion of Dionysius Exiguus, and no. 29 in that of 
Hardouin, Mansi, Sec. See Hefele, ConciUen Geschiclifc, app. at 
the end of vol. i. The very text of this cauon suMciently proves 
that it is not of apostolic origin. From the time of the Apos- 
tles, it could nut be supposed that any biabop had obtained a 
bishopric by the IftTOur of Nero or of his ministeis ; but tiw tenor 
of the oanon most heve been borrowed from some ancient oonnoU 
of the time of the Ohristian emperors. In any case, the Oriental 
Church, and the Russian Church with her, fully admits the an- 
thoiily and aathentioitj of this oanon. 
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trmes wholly Protestant. He made his way 

raj^idly, despite his imorthodox opinions, which 
marked him out for the ammadversion of the 
Bussian bishops. Peter I., charmed with his 
docility, and wishing to make him the instm- 
ment of the reforms he was meditating, resolved 
on raising him to the episcopate. Stephen Ya- 
Torski was then governing the Bussian Church 
as tiie patriarch's vicar. This man forwarded 
to the tsar a memorial for preventing this pro- 
motion, alleging the doctrines of the candidate, 
and grounded his opinion on twelve extracts 
taken from a thoroughly Protestant book writ- 
ten by Prokopovich under this title, Tlie In- 
supportable Yoke.* Yavorski demanded that at 
least Theophane should retract his errors. Peter 
himself questioned the accused, found his ex- 
planations satisfactory, passed on and had him 
consecrated Bishop of Pskoff, June Ist, 1717. 
{Russian Talk, 1860, vol. i. p. 101.)t 

If Theophane Prokopovich fall not under 
the ban of the apostolic canon, we truly know 
not to whom to apply it ; and if he cannot es- 
cape this censure he is excommunicated, he and 
all who have fellowship with him, that is the 
Synod and the whole ojicial Church. The 

* 001 Hrt Bor^oOHocnon. A Latin translation of this work 
appeared in 1783 in Leipzig, under tlie title DeJtigo JfUoUrabiU. 
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letter too which the Synod lately addressed to 
the Patriarch of Constantinople respecting the 
a&irs of the Eoumanian Church, and which we 
shall quote further on, justifies the StaroTeres, 

who are unwilling to accept the communion of 
the Synod. 

M. Katkoff considers the reforms already 
made under the present roign as preliminary 

to others. We fully coincide with this view, 
whilst taking into account one observation. 
Among the causes which have contributed to 
awaken in minds the desire of seeing the Bus- 
sian Church recover her autonomy and inde- 
pendence, it would he unjust to forget the 
establishment of the Starovere hierarchy. 

These proscribed and despised people, after 
two centuries of persecutions and contempt, 
have appeared all at once with an episcopate 
at their head, without any governmental con- 
nection, without bureaucracy, without sacerdo- 
tal caste. 'Tis not only the persecution which 
has ceased; contempt and scorn have also had 
their day. People began to say, why should 
not we also be independent of the State ? How 
to throw off the encroachments of bureaucracy? 
How put an end to the development of Levite- 
ism ? Let not the official Church forget it ; she 
is receiving lessons from the Starovere Church ; 
and if to-day the Moscow Gazette speaks to us 
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of 2^rovmcial councils, if fhis question become 
the subject of the Synod's deliberations, this 
whisper of independence, these £rst symptoms 
of awaking, it is to the StaroYore Church, to 
her hierarchy in the Austrian Empire, to the 
Metropolis of B^la-Krinitza, that they are ow- 
ing. Nor are we at the goal. 

See to<^y the philo-slaves extending tiheir 
hands to the Staroveres. Ah ! if these new 
recruits came to reinforce the ranks of those 
valiant athletes^ we should rejoice at it. But 
we much fear there is a misunderstanding which 
will be powerful for evil to the Staroveres. Yes, 
the philo- slaves are raacolmks (sectaries). This 
is not dijfficult to see ; but they will never ac- 
cept any hierarchy; tlicir place is not in the 
Starovere Church, not even in the ranks of the 
Bezpopcvsichina ;* it is in the extreme sects 
which reject all authority. 

Let us return to our subject. The bishops 
in fiussia are named by the emperor: the Synod 
confines itself to countersigning the imperial 
nominations, and every one knows that it has 
not authority enough to enter into a struggle 
with power; its approval, then^ is only an empty 
and insignificant formality.f 

* BeanoiiOBUfiioa (witliout priests). So are called a large portion 
of tbe Rnssiaii diflsenten, Babdivided into many seotfi, and admit* 
ting of no priest of any kind. (2hm«.) 

t Aoooiding to a resolation of Peter the Qieat (Feb. 14, 1721)^ 
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The canons of the councils cited by M. Kat- 
koff reserve to the provincial council the right 
of judging and condemning bishops. I^one can 
be deprived of his see except after sentence 
from this tribunal pronouncing his deposition. 
The Church has wished to guarantee their irre- 
movability as a first condition of their inde- 
pendence. On this point, again, the canon law 
is not observed in Eussia. We find at once 
the proof of this in the ease with which the 
bishops are transferred from one see to another. 
We shall perhaps be told that in the Catholic 
Church also translations are to-day not rare. 
We grant that the ancient discipline has on 
this point been relaxed, and even that trans- 
lations have sometimes their advantages ; but, 
at least in the Catholic Church, one rarely sees 
a bishop translated more than once, and never 
against his will ; whilst it is quite otherwise 
in Eussia. Mgr. Filaret, Avho, at his death in 
1857, was Metropolitan of Kieff, had formerly 
been Bishop of Ealouga, Archbishop of Bezan, 
and Arclil)isliop of Kazan. In 1SG3 died a 
bishop named Smaragdus, who had occupied 
in succession seoen different sees. At one time 
for advancement, at another for disgrace, the 

the Synod preaeiiti two namee, flie Emperor ohooses one of fhem ; 
Init nothiDg is eosifir than to have inaefted the one intended be- 
foielumd. 
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Bussian bishops pass &om one diocese to an- 
other with as much facility as elsewhere a 
pr^fet from a prefecture; and but very little 
heed is paid as to their consent. 

'Tis not only by the aid of these indirect 
means that a blow is given to the principle of 
iiremoyability. Peter I. and his successors 
had never troubled themselves to depose bishops 
with whom they were discontented, though they 
had no canonical fault to reproach them for. 
Thus in 1718, Dositheus, Bishop of Bostoff, 
was degraded, put to the torture, and broken 
on the wheel ; and when he had expired, his 
head, severed from the trunk, was fixed upon 
a pike, and his body delivered to the flames. 

What, now, was his crime ? The convent 
where Peter had shut up his own wife, that he 
might more freely satisfy his adulterous pas- 
sions, was situated in Dositheus's diocese ; the 
bishop was reproached with having allowed 
the tsarina to wear secular garments, and with 
having entertained her with visions and pro- 
phecies announcing the approaching death of 
the emperor.* 

• Ustryaloff, HcropiH I^apcxBOBaoia Ilerpa BeniKaro {Hutory oftlce 
Beign of PeUr the Ofwa), Cntf. 1868, toL vl. pp. 213, 219, 224, 226. 
pvccKit Bterain (Biutian Mettengery, June 1888, p. 468.— At the 
same epoch Joseph Erakowski, Archbishop of Eieff, was anested 
and conducted under escort to Petersburg. This aged man of 
aerenty suocumbed on the road, and died at Tver. It was then 
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In 1721 Aaron, Bishop of Carelia, was shut 
up in a convent.* In 1725 Theodosius, Arch- 
bishop of HoTgorod and yice-presideat of the 
Synod, was stript of his dignity and impri- 
soned, f In 1727 Pkilotheus of Tobolsk was 
obliged to retire into a monastery.} 

At the accession of the Empress Anne, 
when Biren became all-powerfdl, persecution 
again set in with redoubled rigour. Barlaam 
Vonatovicz, Metropolitan of KieflP, was degraded 
in 1730 (ukase, Nov. 30th) without any one's 
troubling himself to say why. It is said that 
he had omitted to chant the Te Deum on an 
imperial fete-day. According to other ac- 
counts, Frokopoyioh had a grudge against him 
for having had printed a fine edition of Etienne 
Tavorski's ^ Stone of the Faith' (Kamen very). 
Leon Yourloff, Bishop of Yorondge, was de- 
graded at the same time as Barlaam Yona- 
tovicz, and besides suffered the punishment of 
the knout in public. || Georges Dashkoff, Arch- 
bishop of Bostof^ and Ignatius Smola, Bishop 

acknowledged tiiat he was innocent of the fault alleged against 

him. Ibid. p. 255; note, JutHJicatory Papers, 175, 17G, and 188. 

* Ruman Messenger, June 1868, p. 468, article by M. Melnikoff 
on the Staroverean Bishops. 

t Jiimian Messenger, June 1863, p. 463. f Ibid. 

§ Filaret, HcTopin pyccKoU L(epKBa (^History of the Human 
Ckurehy, torn. t. pp. 57, 68, 119 : see eqwcially the notes. 

II FUaret, op. cit Tol. y. pp. 58» 119 ; Busttan Mnsenger, June 
1868, p. 468. 

K 
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of Kolomna,* members of the Synod, were both 
stript of their dignity, in December 1730, for 
not haying shown sufficient eagerness m can- 
demmnff the Bishop of Voron^ge, who was in- 
noce?itf Sylvester, Archbishop of Kazan, who 
was noted for his zeal in propagating Christi- 
anity in his diocese, was degraded Deo. 31st, 
1731.J Herodion of Tchernigojff was confined 
in a monastery in 1734.§ 

Biren's most celebrated -victim was Theo- 
phylact Lopatmski, Archbishop of Tver, and a 
member of the Synod. 

* Filanty toL t. p|i. 68, 119, IdO ; JtuuianMutenger, June 1868, 

p. 403. 

t The true motive for the hatred conceived by Biren and Theo- 
phane Prokopovich against the Metropolitan of KicflF, the Arch- 
bishop of Tver, the Archbishop of Rostoff, the Bishop of Voron^ge, 
and that of Kolomna, was the part these prelates had taken in the 
negotiations openod at Moeooir bj tiie Abb6 Jiib6, dd^gste of tiie 
Sorbonne^ with the aid of the Duke of Liria, amhanador of Spain. 
The object of these was the union of the Bussian Church with the 
Catholic. This happened in the reign of Peter IX, and during the 
ascendency of the Dolgoroukies. The idea of the reunion seeras to 
have had the support of Prince Basil Loukich Dolgorouky, after- 
wards executed, and that of several other members of his family. 
The Abb6Jiib6 entered Bussia as preceptor to the children of Prince 
SergiuB Dolgorouky, whose wife, the Frinoess Irene (tUe Galitsin), 
had embraced OatfaoliciBni. These projects miseairied in ooase- 
quence of the death of Peter II. and the accefsion of Anne, which 
brought disgrace to the Dolgoroukies ; and above all, by the Cal- 
vinistic tyranny of Biren, seconded by hatred of Prokopovich and 
of his worthy friend Prince Tcherkasky. It is remarkable that for 
200 years past the saddest times in Bussian history have been 
those when anti-CSathoUo tendenSMS have had the upper hand. 

I Mtutia»Jlimtiiffer, June 1868» pb 468 ; Filaret, toI. t. p. 119L 

§ Butsien Meuenger, ibid. 
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We have already seen the opposition that 
Theophane FrokopoTicIi met with in Etienne 
YavoTski. The yioar-patriarch was not con- 
tent with wishing to impose on Theophane a 
retractation of his Protestant doctrines before 
his preferment to the episcopate ; he had com- 
bated them in a great work entitled The Stone 
of the Faith. The credit of Prokopovich, and 
of the Protestants who surrounded Peter I., 
preyented this book from appearing; but in 
1728, after the death of the tsar, Lopatinski, 
not content with having it printed, puhKshcd 
also an apology for it. All the hatred Pro- 
kopovich bore Yayorski he devoted, after the 
death of the latter, to his disciple ; on liim he 
wreaked all liis vengeance. He denounced the 
two works to Biren* All the copies were seized. 
Lopatinski, excluded from the Synod in 1730, 
cited in 1732 before the tribunal of the secret 
chancery, was beaten with rods, put to the tor- 
ture, kept three years in solitary confinement, 
and after this stript of the archiepiscopal dig- 
nity and of the monastic habit, without the 
Synod's being called onto pronounce sentence;* 
then shut up in a fortress, where, smitten with 
paralysis, he languished until the accession 
of Elizabeth, who reinstated bim in his dig- 
nity. And all this for having opposed the in- 

* Filaret, op. cit. toI. y. p. 59, no. 101. 
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road of rrotcstantisTn into the Eussian Church ! 
Other bishops, as we have seen, were ill-treated 
for the same reason. In 1736 Dositheus, Bi- 
shop of Eonrsk and Belgorod, was degraded. 
In 1738 Hilarion of Tchernigoff and Barlaam* 
of PskojQE were relegated to monasteries.-f In 
1742 the same fate befell Peter of Belgorod 
and Leonides of Kroutitsy.f It was, however, 
by the devout Eli2abeth that in 1748 Gabriel 
of bustioug was treated in the same manner ;§ 
and in 1757 that Oennadins of Kostroma was 
stript of the episcopal dignity. || And in the 
liberal and enlightened reign of the great Ca- 
therine, Ai;senins Matseieyich, Archbishop of 
Bostoff, haying protested against the oonfisca- 
tion of the goods of the clergy, was stript of 
his dignity, ranked as a layman, and shut up 
in a fortress, where he died. Arsenius be- 
longed to the same school as Lopatinski ; like 
him he had written against the Protestants. 

Can it, after this, be said that the Eussian 
bishops find in the organisation of the Bussian 
Church any guarantee whatever against des- 
potism, or ought we to wonder at their becom- 
ing mute and losing even the last vestige of 
independence ? 

♦ Rtunan MeuengeVf June 1863, p. 463 ; Filaret, p. 120. 
f Ideaiy IbiideDEu 

I Id. ibid. §Id.ibid. B Ibid. 
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Let us not be deceived ; in our day forms 
have changed, but as little, or perhaps less, 
embarrassment is felt. The idea of an irre- 
movable bishop, wlio could leave his diocese 
only for reasons of extraordinary gravity and 
after a judgment strictly and exclusively can-, 
onical, is an idea that occurs to the mind of 
no one. Nothing is more common than to read 
in the journals that such or such a bishop has 
been allowed a repose, and that for a residence 
such or such a monastery has been assigned 
hiuL This euphemism scarcely disguises a real 
deposition, much less an exile and a sort of pri- 
son.* Let a bishop wiok at too crying abuses, 
or for any cause whatever draw on himself the 
dissatisfaction oi the administration, he is ad- 
mis a se reposer. Often he is ignorant of the 
cause of his disgrace, is cited before no tri- 
bunal, is not called on to defend himself, to 
produce witnesses, to prove his innocence, to 
invoke the prescriptiona of the law. He has 
no other course to take than that of submitting 
to his fate. 

We shall be told that these measures are 
taken under the guarantee and sanction of the 

Synod. Wo shall speak by and by of this high 

♦ The bishops ad mis a se reposer received in 186G the right of 
quitting the diocese assigned them for residence, provided they 
luid the authoxiflatioii of the diooesan bishop. 
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assembly. But M. Katkoff lias already told us 
that it would not be possible to assimilate the 
Synod to a proyincial council. Then whatever 
the tribunal, there is no judgment. Finally, 
Tve refer to the opinion of the bishops them- 
selves. Do they believe in finding a guaran- 
tee in the intervention of the Sjoiod ? This 
ends the matter. Ifot a bishop thinks any- 
thing of the sort. 

'Would to Ood that a member of the Bus- 
sian Episcopate had the courage to publish the 
true history of those two great victims, Theophy- 
lact Lopatinski and Arsenius Matseievich 1 This 
would be the best apology to give to the world 
on behalf of that body ; but, at the same time, 
the best proof that it would not be possible for 
him to recover his independence by solely rely- 
ing on an ecclesiastical authority beyond the 
reach of the civil power : a truth perfectly un- 
derstood by the Staroveres, who had taken care 
to give themselves a head residing out of the 
empire. Herein they had no design to imitate 
the Catholics ; the nature of things and good 
sense were their only guides. Let people de- 
claim as they will against a foreign power, in 
it precisely consists the unique guarantee for 
episcopal independence. 

How the Russian bishops are nominated 
and how deposed we have just seen; it remains 
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for us to ejsLamine how they exercise their au- 
thority. 

TTntil very recently no bishop could leave 

his diocese without permission from the Synod; 
80 that it was impossible for two bishops to 
TisiJ; each other, still more so to hold an assem- 
bly. More recently they have been authorised 
to absent themselves for eight days without 
permission, each time, however, notifying the 
fact to the Synod.^ There is, doubtless, an 
ecclesiastical law respecting the residence of 
bishops, but this law does not go so far as to 
interdict them all movement, and especially 
not absences prompted by the interests of fheir 
dioceses. Like all other canonical laws, this 
has for its end the peace, independence, and 
liberty of the Church, and 'tis revolting to see 
it transformed into an instrument of slavery.f 

* See the Anniuil Beport of tbe chief pioearator of the Synod 

for the year 1866. 

t In the Nord of Dec. 20th, 18G6, we read as follows : * Vl^. 
Wolonczewski, Catholic Bishop of Samogitia, is perfectly free to 
f ulhl his pastoral duties within the limits of his diocese. He is 
subject in his diocewn ctvooitB only to fbe general obligation, oom- 
inontohimandattBiiaeiuu^of haTingapMsportandaTiM; he • 
is farther obliged, like aU bishops, to veside ia his diocese^ which 
he cannot quit without siqperior authorisation. We know not if 
this obligation of residence, so painful to the prelates of the court 
of Louis XIV., and so often eluded by them, seems peculiarly hard 
to Mgr. Wolonczewski, but it will be granted that there is nothing 
unreasonable in it.' 

So speaks the iVSml. n wiU be allowed that tliis jeering tone, 
in a matter so gra^e and sad, Is singidarly ont of places and does 
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"We have seen that, according to the new 
regulation of the ecclesiastical schools, the supe- 
riors of seminaries can be named hj the Synod 
on the presentation of the diocesan bishop. 

All the journals have combined to denounce 
this simple measure as an exorbitant invasion 
of episcopal authority. To ns it seems strange 
that the bishop should not enjoy full independ- 
ence in the exercise of a right which ought to 
be inalienable. Herein we appeal to all the 
Bishops of France. 

In the memoir' which Pope Gregory XVL of 
glorious memory transmitted from hand to hand 
to the Emperor Nicholaa^ December 13(^ 1846, 
Ms Holiness cites: ^ Among the laws and anti- 
Catholic regulations which the Holy See could 
not, and cannot, cease to denounce, is the decree 
of November SOth, 1840, concerning seminaries, 
by which these have practically been withdrawn 
from the episcopal jurisdiction and subjected to 
governmental, as weU for regulation of doctrine 
as of discipline. 

litfle to inspire greAt oonfidonos in the feadar. For this prohibi- 

tion to the bishops going outside their dioceses, we refer the Nord 
to the Moacow Gazette ; but we should be curious to know if, as the 
Aord seems to admit, the Kussian bishops need a passport in order 
to visit their diocese. If Mgr. Wolonczewski could vinit his dio- 
cese ODly with a visa o£ Greneral Kauf mann, it is probable that he 
did nol yiiit it at aU, at least until this general was disphuMd. It 
must be avowed that the Nbrd has a rare talent for confirming 
news whioh it pretends to contradict 
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^Siich regulations are only developments or 
corottaries of principles mjuriaua to the rights 
and 'diime authority of the Churchy already eon- 

tained in the laws and ukases recorded among 
the document of the allocution of July 22nd, 
1842. It is deary however^ that here is a body 
of laws, ivliose effect is to forbid to the bishops 
i/ie exercise of their sacred pastoral ministry^ 
taking from them aU jurisdiction over discipline^ 
worship^ liturgy, instruction, and the 'seminaries ; 
taking from them, in a word, the government of 
their churches^ and subjecting them to the con- 
sistories, to the ecclesiastical college, and finally 
to the ministry^ in order to reduce them to be 
mere execuXors of the sovereign's commands, 

' These arCy then^ laws in open opposition to 
Divine ordination, since according to Scripture^ 
Spiritus Sanctus posuit Episcopos regere Ec^ 
olesiaia Dei" (the Holy Ghost hath set the bi- 
shops to rule the Church of God) . These are laws 
subversive of ecclesiastical authority^ of the hier- 
archy of tlie Catholic Churchy in a wordy of its 
whole constitution.^* 

In holding this firm and noble language, 
Gregory XVI. probably never dreamt that he 

* JBbpotieUme doeumeHtata nUle eoiUmU w 
a riparo SH mdU eke toffre la CUeta OastMioa n»i ifomifHi M 
SHUtkk 0 MJ^loniat Boma, 1866, pp. 4, 5. A French translation, 
with Introduction by the Oratorian Fath. Lescoeur, appeared in 
Paris under the title L'£gUie de JPnOoj/ne.* T. Pahnd, 1868. 
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was pleading the cause of the Bussian bishops. 
'Tis they, and not the Catholic bishops, who 
have profited thereby. We hope that they 
will be grateful to him, and understand that 
it is not useless to the Episcopate to have a 
head capable of taking up its defence, when 
the bishops cannot, or dare not, raise their 
voices. 

These very judicious observations of Gre- 
gory XYI. apply not only to the seminaries; 
they extend to all the acts of episcopal admi- 
nistration. If we enter into detail, we shall 
always reach the same results. In Bussia all 
authority is concentrated in the Synod ; the 
bishop can do nothing of himself ; his life is 
passed in sending reports to Petersburg, re- 
ceiving thence orders, executing them, and 
notifying his obedience. Instead of having, as 
in FrancOi a council composed of priests of his 
choice, tiie Bussian bishop is assisted by a con- 
sistory in which sit priests, 'tis true, but where 
figures also a lay secretary nominated at Peters- 
burg by the Synod on tiie presentation of its 
chief procurator, but in reality named by him. 
The secretary takes cognisance of all business^ 
draws up all documents, and conducts all corre- 
spondence. He is assisted by a chancery, com- 
posed of six or seven chief clerks, with their 
sub-clerks and writers. lo this chancery are 
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referred all the affairs of the clergy to the most 
minute detail ; and it is notorious that no busi- 
' ness is transacted without drink-money. Bus- 
sian bureaucracy has, in general, a sad reputa- 
tion for venality ; the bureaucracy of the consis- 
tories is more Tenal than any other. Itisatrue 
system of drainage perfectly organised, which 
draws off from priests, deacons, and poor clerks, 
all their savings ; a hideous plague which feeds 
on the Bussian clergy, whose revenues would 
suffice them if delivered from these ignoble 
spoliations. 

Nothing is sadder than this bureaucratic 
rigime which strips the bishops of all author- 
ity, and makes them the victims of cudless 
annoyance ; and all this in order to procure a 
livelUiood for the wasters of the seminaries^ re- 
duced to create for themselves a revenue by 
their rapine. The creation of ecclesiastical 
chanceries in all the towns of the acrondisse- 
ment has been resolved on : its inutility, how- 
ever, is so perfectly demonstrated, that, last 
year, the part of the building in the chancery's 
use having become a prey to fire, the chancery 
was simply suppressed. The employes begged 
to be allowed to rebuild the burnt house at 
their own expense; so much interest had they 
in not losing this engine for draining the 
people. Thus, in whatever point of view we 
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look at the Russian Churchy we see the plague 
of Leviteism. 

In law authority belongs to the bishops ; in 
the consistory everything is to be decided by 
the priests. But in practice 'tis the cliaucery 
or its chief, the secretary, who decides every- 
thing. It can scarcely be otherwise. In the 
course of a year from 12,000 to 15,000 files of 
papers pass the consistory, each claiming a de- 
cision according to law. Now the laws eccle- 
siastical, the statutes of the Synod, the decrees 
of the bishops, form an enormous mass of docu- 
ments all unedited; a veritable chaos, where 
only men hoary in the business escape being 
lost. Let a member of the consistory feel in- 
clined to decide otherwise than the chancery, 
he is plied with legal texts, and obliged to 
sign. The bishop himself is in no condition 
to strive with the secretary. Named by the 
chief procurator of the Synod, who alone can 
change him, the secretaiy is in direct corre- 
spondence with him, and renders him an ac- 
count of the progress of business ; it depends, 
then, on the secretary to forewarn the all-power- 
ful chief procurator against the bishop. With 
still greater reason are the members of tiiie con- 
sistory obliged to bend to him. The bishop 
does not attend their sittings; the secretary 
brings him the papers, and presets him with 
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a report j as the ordinary intermediary between 
the bishop and the consistory, he can by means 
of the bishop modify the decisions taken in the 

assembly, or even, in transmitting to the latter 
the orders of the bishop, give them the colour 
that suits him. Ahnost always the only mo- 
tive for the secretary's opinions is the money 
he has received fcom interested parties,* One 
word on the incomes of the bishops. In 1866 
the Moscow Gazette, wishing to show that the 
revenues of the Catholic bishops in Eussia 

♦ At the conclusion of the Concordat of Aug. 8d, 1847, which 
was abrogated bjr a ukaae of Deo. 4th, 1866, the plenipotentiariM 
of the two parties did not auooeed in coming to an nndentanding 
on a certain niunber of points. These weie embraced in a i^otoool, 

signed the same day by Cardinal Lamhmschini, Count Blondoff, 
and M. Boutenoff. This protocol was pul)Hsho(1 nt Rome in the 
volume of documents relating to the Allocution of Oct. 29th, 1800 
( Eitjjosiziv/ie documentatOf &o.)> We deem it our duty to reproduce 
article ii. 

' I%e pontifical plenipotentiary protected a^aku^ iks pmence 
i» ike epUeapal coniittorUi if a lojf teenUury named hy ike go* 
termiMt,MiAvmUingaUotJuquaUty The 

plen^M^Mtiaries of his imperial majesty replied, that theimperidl 
government would be ready to submit the nomination of the secre- 
tary of the consistory to the previous consent of the bishop^ reserv- 
iug to if self in. this corc to establish a procurator at the consistory ; 
or else th^ impcriul government would reserve to itself the nami- 
natkm qfthe eecretary without the participation of the bithopf in 
thU eate renevneing the appointment qf a epeeial proeurator, 

* l%epo«t^edlpilenipeitentiairy declared that none qfthete medet 
eould be admitted by the Holy See.' {Esposizionej ice, p. 19.) 

After the example of what has been done for the seminaries, 
this remonstrance of the Holy See, rejected in the case of Catholic 
bishops, could it not be admitted in favour of bishops of the 
dominant Church 7 The suppression of the lay secretary would 
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were higher than those of the bishops of the 
National Churchy published information which 
we eagerly borrow from it. 

* The Catholic Arch"bi8liop of Mohilcff, resident at 
Petersbiirf^, receives from the Treasury a provision of 
13837.; that of the other Catholic hishops is from 800/. 
to 1000/. On the other hand, the Metropolitan of Peters- 
burg and Novgorod touches 5414r. 14k. (902/.) ; that of 
Kieflf, 4900r. (816/.); that of Moscow, 1712r. 16k. (285Z.) 
[How came M. Katkoff to quote this figure ? "Who proves 
too mucli, proves nothing] ; the Archbishops of Eiga, 
Tanzifl, Stanopol, lithiuiua, Mohikfi^ Minsk, and Po- 
ddlia, each 4000r. (666Z.) ; thoee of Polotzk and Yolhy- 
nia, 320Qr. (533/.); the iLichhishop of Gheison, 2414r. 
85k. (402/.) the Bieliop of Gouiia and Abkhasia, 150Qr. 
(2507.); twelve Archbishops occupying important sees, as 
those of Kazan, Astrakan, Tver, Eezan, 914r. 85k. (152/.) ; 
and finally, twenty-six bishops, 743r. 40k. (1247.). Some 
anxiliary bishops, as he of Moscow, touch only 358r. 98k. 
(60/.) ; that is, less than many simple Catholic priests. 

It maybe said that the orthodox bishops receive some- 
thing additional. These additions are not given for their 
personal use; but for the maintenance of their cathedrals, 
and of the personncJ forming the episcopal house. Xor 
are these additions considerable, 2000 or 3000 roubles. 

result in the destraction of bureaucracy in ihe ecclesiastical ad- 
ministration. It would be not only the bishops, but the wholo 
clergy, who wonM oelel»ate this leform with IhanksgiThig and 
tt^traordinaiy rejoicings ; see also (p. 145 of the same work) a 
disooasiui on this point in a oommltiee eGmp<»edof Goonts Neinl- 
rode, Kisscleff, BloudofT. and MM. Lanskoi, Turkull, Bonteneff, 
Romuald Hub6, and Nicolas Kisseleff. In 18oG it was scarcely 
possible to find names that would give more guarante es for justice 
and impartiality ; but ])ureaucratic routine was still too fitrODg. 
Let UB hope an advance has been made Binoe. 
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"Now every cathedral ought to have at least ten priests and 
deacons, who, having no parishes, receive a provision of 
250r. or 300r. each (42/.-50/.). Some orthodox bishops de- 
rive revenues also from the immovahles belonging to the 
bishopric, and receive gifts from the faithful ; but these 
not being a charge on the Treasury, but voluntary offer- 
ings, cannot be taken into account.* (Moscow Gazette, ifov. 
llih (23d), 1866, No. 238.) 

If we verify these data by those furnished 
by the oft-cited work on The White and Black 
Clergy, the result is not quite the same. True, 
the Moscow Gazette has told us that the La- 
tin Catholic Archbishop of Mohileff receives 
a provision of 8000 roubles^ or but it 

has not told us that the Bussian Archbishop of 
Varsovia receives as much. Now the diocese 
of Mohileff, which comprehends within its cir- 
cumference both Petersburg and Moscow, is 
perhaps the vastest diocese of the Catholic 
Church, whilst the flock of the Archbishop of 
Varsovia in 1865 did not amount to 30,000 
souls. The Archbishop of Biga, according to 
our author, does not receive 4000 roubles, or 
G66/., as asserted by the Moscow Gazette, but 
6700 roubles, or 1116^. The provision for the 
Archbishops of Lithuania, Mohileff, Minsk, and 
Podolia is quite 4000 roubles, or C66Z.; but 
they have a supplement of 2973 roubles, or 495^., 
making a total of more than 10002. The Arch- 
bishops of Polotzk and Volhynia, besides their 
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piOTidon of 3200 loubles, or 533/,, receive a 

supplement of 2778 roubles, or 463/., which 
secures to them a revenue of nearly 960/. The 
other bishops have also severally received sup- 
plements : 



TheBisho] 


} of Irkontsk • 


19 


Olonets • 


99 


Kicbeneff . 


99 


Kalouga . 


99 


Kostroma . 


99 


Penza . . 


99 


Kharkoff , 


99 


Kherson • 



2000b. » £333 

2000b. » 333 

1530b. » 255 

1428R. = 236 

1142R. = 190 

1142R. = 190 

1000 R. = 166 

857b. = 143 



The bishop of Stavropol has ceded to the 
state a mill and fisheries, and in return re- 
ceives an annual rent of 3800 roubles, or (loC/., 
which, added to his provision of 4000 roubles, 
inakes up a revenue of more than 1200/. Many 
bishops live in the enjoyment of fisheries, mills, 
meadows, and lands, which bring them more or 
less money. The emancipation of 1861 had 
the effect of securing to them, as a compensa- 
tion for peasants attached to their service, a 
very liberally calculated indemnity. Besides, 
many bishops are at the same time abbots or 
superiors of monasteries whose revenues they 
deal with. 

It was formerly the privilege of the three 
Metropolitans of Moscow, £leff, and Peters- 
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burg, who are at the same time necessarily ar- 
chimandrites of the three Umres of St. Sergius, 
of the Crypts, and of Xevsky. Little by little 
other prelates also received convents in com- 
mmdam; in 1842 there were eighteen com- 
mendatories ; in 1858, thirty-eight ; in 1861, 
forty-five. Some have even many convents; 
and some of these are very rich. Thus, the 
Metropolitan of Moscow, with a ridiculous pro- 
vision of 1712 roubles, or 285^., enjoys a re- 
venue of more than 100,000 francs, or 4000/. 

The Synod possesses a capital of 264,543 
roubles, that is, more than 42,757if., the income 
of which is distributed among the bishops under 
the name of supply. It is a custom with rich 
families to call the diocesan bishop to burials; 
each of these ceremonies brings him in one or 
two hundred roubles, Le. 16/. or 32/., some- 
times more. When the bishop goes to consor 
crate a new church, he receives an indemnity ' 
which sometimes rises to 40/. or 80/. The bi- 
shops have domestic chapels, where collections 
are made. In one of these chapels they collect 
in a year 14,000 roubles, or 2SS3/. lOraculous 
images are another source of revenue ; some- 
times abuadantly 80. We aay nothing of iUicit 
and abusive profits. Provision, supplements, 
indemnities, supplies accorded by the Synod, 
monastic revenues^ casualtieS| — all these suffice 

0 



Digitized by Google 



194 



The Btsliaps. 



Ohap. IV. 



to reassure ns as to the pretended poverty of 
the Kussian bishops. Thoy would certainly 
not exchange tlieir revenues for those of the 
Catholio bidiops, who receive on an average a 
provision of 5000 to 6000 roubles, or 800/. to 
1000/., according to the Moscow Gazette,* 

If we pass to the moral authority, to the 
influence of the bishops, we shall not be wrong 
in affirming that it is almost nil. As to pas- 
toral letters, they are never heard of. The dis- 
courses they pronounce on solemn occasions 
no one cares about. They can be haughty in 
presence of their clergy, can surround them- 
selves with a certain pomp, demand of their 
inferiors excessive marks of respect, and, alas, 
are no bolder or more independent in the pre- 
sence of the great. They know not how to 
unite Christian humility with sacerdotal firm- 
ncss ; people never hear thcni speak with an 
evangelic liberty. Their action on minds, on 
society, is nU. They seem to be bishops only 
for the purpose of figuring in the pomps of the 
divine office. The ceremonies of worship in 
the oriental rite have, it is true, an incompar- 
able majesty ; in the Bussian Church they are 

♦ It would certainly be simpler to give the Piusgian bishops a 
larger provision and suppress all these supplements, indemnities, 
supplies, convents in commendam. But these are so miiny bonds 
holding them in dependence on power. It is easier to suppress a 
supplement fhaa to diminlBh the pioviaion. 
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performed with a rare perfection. The voice 

of chanters lends them a marvellous charm, 
and all this, as a whole, acquires completeness 
only by the presidency of the bishop* This is 
great; this is fine. But these splendours would 
make no less impression, if the bishop, on lay- 
ing aside his magnificent ornaments, remained 
a bishop still ; if he knew how to raise his 
Yoice to instruct the people, to denounce abuses, 
and to defend God's rights on earth and those 
of the Church, of justice, of the humble and 
lowly. 

We will say of the bishops what we have 
said of the priests and monks: it is not the 
men that must be taken in hand, but the insti- 
tutions. "We have in our hands the Memoirs, 
by M. Yakovleff, of the bishops who made part 
of the Synod of his time; but although Yakov- 
leff occupied the important post of chief pro- 
curator of the Synod, and had it in his power 
to be well informed, it i^ repugnant to us to 
cite him. Let us rather say that, in the con- 
dition made for them, there are to be met with 
among the Eussian bishops men distinguished 
by the integrity of their manners, the gravity 
and austerity of their lives, and by their dis- 
interestedness. Who knows what that day will 
bring forth when a crushing yoke shall cease 
to rest on the Bussian Church? If there is a 



Digitized by Google 



196 TheBialiops. Chap.iv. 



germ of health, 'tis in the episcopate. It is 

sometimes spoken of as a bough in which a 
little sap is left, and which is destined again to 
clothe itself with foliage. 

The Eussian bishops have the episcopal 
character, and if it has not always been legiti- 
mately temsmitted to them, its validity has 
never been in donbt. We do not believe we 
shall do amiss by calling their attention to what 
is wanting to them — viz. independence. As 
bishops, fhey do not exercise in their plenitude 
their imprescriptible rights. They must allow 
us to say, they are not truly bishops^ but mitred 
functionaries. 

If the projects announced by M. Katkoff 
arc realised, all hopes are justifiable. Yes, 
with that eminent publicist, we believe that if 
the ecclesiastical provinces were reestablished, 
if provincial councils assembled and deliber- 
ated freely, if they cliose bishops who should 
be irremovable and amenable only to their 
peers, if the ancient discipline were renewed 
— ^yes, we will hope it, — ^life could reenter this 
great body, numbed with centuries of lethargic 
sle^. 

What consequences would a change so ra- 
dical bring ! M. Katkoff has perfectly sighted 
them. 'Tis not only the Eussian Chiu'cli which 
would be called to reconstitute itself; all the 
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Churches of the East must unite, as members 
long separated, to form a li\ ing body, i'rom 
that moment proyincial ooimoils, presided oyer 
by a metropolitan, would no longer suffice; 
other councils, presided over by patriarchs, are 
needed ; and rising higher still, an CDonmenical 
oonncil, representing the XTniversal Chnrch. 
The CDCumenical council must have also a chief, 
a president. Where is this chief of the hier- 
archy, around whom may gather respectfully 
the patriarchs themselves? The old Eastern 
Church knew him, 'Tis he who received the 
appeals of the patriarchs of Alexandria and 
Constantinople by the months of Aflianasius 
and Chrysostom ; he who deposed these same 
patriarchs in the persons of Xestorius, Anthe- 
mius, and Sergius who, by his legates, pre- 
sided at the cecumenical councils : 'tis the Bi- 
shop of ancient Eome, 'tis the successor of St. 
Peter. 

Let us pause. Our task is not finished ; 

it remains for us to speak of the Synod. 

* See the texts of the Banian litnigy which eatablish it, JSiudei, 
lit aeriesy vol. ii pp. 75, 76. 
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The Eussian Churcli, we have seen, was long 
goyemed by a metropolitan dependent on tlie 
Patriarch of Coastaatuiople. The developments 
of fhis Church, the increasing importance of 
the country, the precarious situation of the see 
of Constantinople after the capture of this city 
by the Turks (1452), — all these considerations^ 
and many others, determined Boris Godounoff 
to erect at ^Moscow a patriarchal see. Favoured 
by ciroumstanceSy the new patriardi saw him- 
self at first invested with very great authority; 
but misunderstanding was not slow in cropping 
up between him and the tsar. After a long 
and painful strife, a council, convoked at Mos- 
cow by the care of the Tsar Alexis, and at 
which the Eastern patriarchs assisted, deposed 
the patriarch Ificon. He was replaced, and 
nothing, externally at least, was changed in 
the relations of the two powers. The patriarch's 
authority, however, found itself diminished by 
the struggle in which he had succumbed. At 
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first this was deemed to be only an eclipse; 
and had there arisen among Nicon's successors 
a man of intelligence and character, the lost 
ground had been recovered. Nothing of the 
kind occurred ; but^ on the other hand, a man 
was seen to mount the throne of the tsars 
endowed in the highest degree with those 
qualities which were essentially wanting in 
the chiefs of the Bussian Church. 

What at bottom were the religious ideas 
of Peter I. ? This question is difficult and em- 
barrassing. It is almost certain that he dreamt 
of a reconciliation with Borne,* but probably 
in view only of the matrimonial alliances which 
could be contracted with the houses of Austria 
and France. Besides sympathising with Pro- 
testants when very young, he was initiated 
into a masonic lodge founded at Moscow by 
Lefort. Hence it may be concluded that he 
was indifferent enough in matters of religion. 
He did not love the Kussian clergy, the na- 
tural adversary of his reforms. Taught by the 
quarrels of his Either Alexis with Nicon, and 
wishing to be master in everything and always, 
he resolved on abolishing the patriarchate, and 
replacing it by a council or college, to which 

* See on this subject an interestiog article of F. Gagarin, en- 
titled La Sorhonne de Paris et VEglise ntttfif published in the 
.SIMM jB»%»0UMa^ dco. ISept. 1868. Paris. 



Digitized by Gc 



200 Tlie Synod. Ohap. v. 

he gave the name of Synod. This was a con- 
siderable innovation, which profoundly modi- 
fied the hierarchy and the relations between 
the Church and the State, as weU as the rela- 
tions of the Eussian Church with those of the 
East. It thus gave new strength to the schism 
of the Staroyeres, — ^to that raskol^ bom indeed 
nnder his father, bnt to which, contrary to his 
intention, he communicated an extraordinary 
vitality. 

Peter had to use caution ; he felt it, and 
proceeded with a prudent slowness to the exe- 
cution of his designs. The patriarch Joachim 
having died March 17th (27th), 1690, a few 
months after Ihe revolution which deprived the 
Princess Sojjhia of power, the new tsar ap- 
pointed as his successor Adrian, who showed 
himself but little favourable to his reforms, 
but otherwise caused him little embarrassment. 
At his death, in October 1700, Peter, without 
giving him a successor, confided the adminis- 
tration of the see to Stephen Yavorski, Metro-, 
politan of Eezan. This provisional state lasted 
more than twenty yeai's, and the sight of a 
patriarch in Bussia had abnost been forgotten, 
when the Synod was instituted, January 25th 
(o. sO, 1721. 

An ecclesiastical statute, or regulation, de- 
termined the rights and duties of this assembly. 
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We have before us a Latin translation of it, 

printed at Petersburg in 1785, under the aus- 
pices of Prince Potemkin. 'Tis from it that 
we must learn the ideas of the tsar. 

The regulation is composed of three parts. 
The first treats of the Synod and the motives 
for its foundation ; the second, of the persons 
subject to its jurisdiction — viz. the bishops, 
schools, preachers, and laymen; the third, of 
the members of the Synod and their functions. 
Then come the rules imposed on the secular 
clergy, the monks, and nuns. It is a veritable 
ecclesiastical code, stiU in force. 

The ukase is very remarkable. Peter con- 
gratulates himself on the happy reforms ac- 
complished in the military and civil orders ; he 
describes in general terms the disorders of the 
clergy, and the necessity of remedying them. 
Smitten with the fear of the Sovereign Judge, 
who will demand of him an account of the 
power intrusted to him, after the example of 
the kings of the Old and New Testaments, he 
undertook the reform of the ecclesiastical order. 
In pursuance of this he instituted a council or 
Synod,. composed of a president, two vice-pre- 
sidents, four councillors, and four assessors, to 
whose jurisdiction were assigned all the affairs 
of the Church of all the Bussias, and whose 
judgment should be without appeal: so that 
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everybody must acquiesce in the Synod's de- 
crees and decisions, and rest satisfied with, its 
definitive sentence. Moreover there is no men- 
tion made of the patriarchs, nor of the orthodox 
Cirnroh beyond the limits of the empire; no 
annonncement that the tsar wonld at first put 
himself in accord with the Eastern Church, 
still less that he would admit the possibility 
of an appeal to the Church QElcumenicaL 

It was only eight months afterwards that 
Peter deemed it advisable to write to the Pa- 
triarch of Constantinople, informing him of 
what he had done, and inviting him to recog- 
nise the Synod, with wliich he would have the 
same relations as he formerly maintained with 
the Patriarch of Moscow* The patriarch Jeremy 
displayed little eagerness in replying, as is seen 
by his letter, dated September 23d, 1723, that 
is, two years after Peter wrote. Cuttingly con- 
trasting with the usual forms of this kind of 
writing, it is short and dry. Jeremy confirms 
the Synod established by the most pious and 
most gracious autocrat, the sacred Tsar of all 
Muscovy. He declares that ^ the holy and 
sacred Synod is, and is called, his brother in 
Jesus Christ, and that it has the power to do 
what the very holy and apostolical patriarchal 
sees do.' He exhorts it to preserve and keep 
steadily the customs and canons of the seven 



Digitized by Google 



Chup. Y. The Sy nod. 203 

holy and sacred oeoumenical counciLsy and all 
that the holy Eastern Church observes. 

After the ukase comes the formula of oath. 
The members of the Synod swear to show them- 
selves faiUifuLf upright^ and obedient servants 
and subjects of the Autocrat of aU the Rmsias; 
and after him of hia legitimate heirs^ designated 
or to be designated^ in virtue of the goodpUaswre 
and sovereign power of his Majesty^ as aJso of 
her Majesty the Tsarina Catherine* They en- 
gage, as far as they shall be able, to preserve 
and defend all the rights and prerogatives 
belonging to the sovereignty, authority, and 

* P^er had in 1689 married Eudoxia Lapoukhin, and by her 
had had two sons, of whom one, the Tsarovich Alexia, bad himself 
lef t a aon by his marriage with the Frincesa Ghariotte of Bnmawidk. 
After having been married ten years Peter repudiated Bodozia, 

«nd obliged her to retire into a convent, without giving any reason 
for his conduct. She survived Peter. Ecclesiastical authority 
never pronounced her divorce ; besides, had it done so, the sent- 
ence must have been considered as extorted, Eince there existed 
no legitimate motive for breaking this union. This Catherine, to 
whom the members of the Synod took the oath of fidelity, and 
who ersntually soooeeded Peter oould not then be the legiti- 
mate wile of the tsar ; she was only his oonoubine. He had liad 
three children by her when he declared her his wife (1711). Later, 
in 1724, he crowned her, but no authentU) proof exists that the 
marriage was celebrated. There is no escape from this dilemma: 
either Peter married her during his lawful wife's life, and so com- 
mitted bigamy, or he did not marry her ; in any case, his connec- 
tion with her was adulterous. Catherine could be in the eyes of 
the bishops, and really was, only a oonoubine. On sseing this 
cowardly oomplaoence of the bishops in presenoe of adultery and 
bigamy, it is impossible not to think of Henry YIII, with whom 
Peter L had more than one feature of resemblance. 
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power of his majesty, such as these rights and 
prerogatives are defined, or shall hereafter be 
defined, in their narrowest signification, with- 
out sparing their own lives; in watching in 
all things for fhe advantage of his majesty; in 
denouncing, hindering, and combating every- 
thing that could do him harm. Finally, in 
the formula of oath is found this significant 
sentence : confess and affirm on oath that the 
sovereign judge of this Synod is the Tnonarch of 
all the Russias himself our very clement lord.* 

Beserving the r^ections which crowd on 
lis, let lis continue our examination of the spi- 
ritual regulations. In its first part Peter aims 
at justifying the creation of the Synod. Ho 
invokes precedents, cites the Sanhedrim of the 
Jews and the Areopagus of Athens ; but, as 
is seen, very little to the purpose. He wishes 
to rely also on the Word of God. St. Paul has 
said to the Corinthians, ^He is not the God 
of confusion, but of peace. . . . Let all things 
be done decently and in order' (1 Cor. xiv. 33 ; 
40). The tsar refers to these two texts; but 
clearly perceiving that they are far from giving 
formal sanction to his work, he refrains from 
reproducing them. Authorities failing him, he 
tries argumentation. Let us pass his argu- 
ments in review. 1. Several men in associa- 
tion see more clearly into business than one 
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alone. 2. The decisions of an assembly cany 

more authority than those of a single man. 
3. The Synod will have so much more autho- 
ritjr, as it flhaU be known that it is established 
by the sovereign, and depends on him: a 
monarcha de^eyidet^ suarnque illi acceptam fert • 
originem. 4, Different occupations, sickness^ 
death, hinder a single man from dispatching 
business, but do not impede an assembly. 5. 
An individual is accessible to passion, interest, 
corruption ; not so an assembly. 6. A single 
man yields more readily to the threats of the 
powerful in the land. 7. The vulgar know 
not the difference bet ween the rights of princes 
and those of the Ghxirch : when they see a pas- 
tor at the head of the Church, they are tempted 
to compare him to the prince, and even to 
place the spiritual order in the first rank. The 
people could then be led to attach less import- 
ance to the orders of a monarch than to those 
of a pontiff. With the Synod there would be 
no such risk. Its president, deprived of all 
prerogatives, stript of all pomp, can have no 
high opinion of himself, and escapes the at- 
tempts of pride and flattery. The people, 
knowing that this mode of government has 
been established by order of the prince man- 
dato moimrchcBj will dwell in peace, being able 
to count on no support £com the spiritual au- 
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thority. 8. A patriarch could be judged only 

by an cccumenical council, which would pre- 
sent many inconveniences j whilst each mem- 
ber of the Synod and the president himself arc 
amenable to the Synod.^ 9. It is a method 
of forming for the government of the dioceses 
men destined to the episcopate, and the Synod 
can be considered as a nnrsery for bishops.t 

Such arc the reasons which Peter I. deemed 
proper to give to the public. We are tempted 
to regard them as childish. At bottom there 
are bnt two : the government of several is bet- 
ter than that of one ; if the Church had a head, 
Peter would be uneasy in the possession of 
his power over her. The former of these two 
reasons, taken strictly, would lead to nothing 
less than the condemnation of monarchical go- 
vernment; and such certainly was not the 
thought of Peter, who, not having wished for 
a power shared by his brother and sister, was 

* This abmicUmtly proyes that in lecognislng the emperor as 
jodge of the Synod, ibo memben of this assembly do not speak 
of ihemselTes indlyidnally, but of the Synod as a constituted body. 

f Bishops are now no longer drawn from the Synod. All the 

members of this assembly are clothed with the episcopal character, 
Rnd placed at the head of a diocese, except two or three married 
priests who cannot become bishops. But at the epoch of its found- 
ation the Synod counted only three bishops, the president and 
two Tice-preddents. The four ooonoillors and four assessors woe 
aiohimandrites and hegonmens, who naturally found themselTes 
on the high-road to the episcopate. Peter wished to have them 
seen at work before conferring on them the episcopal character. 
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quite as decided to yield none of it to an as- 
sembly. We nevertheless believe in his sin- 
cerity. Power for him was not in question; 
it belonged to him^ and only to him, such was 
his conviction. Tlic question was only to secure 
instruments for exercising it. In this sense, it 
was in very good Mth that he preferred col- 
lective government to that of a single person. 
Thus, instead of ministers, he had established 
colleges for foreign affidrs, for war, for financCi 
&c. &c., and concentrated the whole adminis- 
tration in tho senate. 

When we cross the Place d'Isaac, and stop 
near the statue of Peter 1.^ with the Keva 
flowing on our right, we see rise before us the 
two edifices in which assemble respectively the 
iSynod and the Senate. This is the material 
realisation of Peter's tiiought. The two pa- 
laces are in the same line, have the same aspect, 
and form a symmetrical whole. Peter wished 
to govern the Church and the State by means 
of the Synod and the Senate ; he caused him- 
self to be equally represented in both assem- 
blies, by a procurator assigned to each. Like 
those structures, which have been destroyed 
by the hand of time and rebuilt on a different 
plan, the organisation of Eussia is no longer 
what it was a hundred and fifty years ago* 
The council of the empire has relegated the 
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Senate te the second plan, muuBters haye re- 
placed the colleges; the Synod alone has re- 
mained standing in its isolation as a monument 
of the past, surviying the rest of the edifice of 
which it once formed a part. Under Peter's 
reign it was in perfect harmony with the other 
creations of the tsar reformer. 

We think we have sufficiently unfolded 
Peter's idea, by saying that the government of 
several is better than that of one. The other 
argument) that it is more difficult for power 
to hold the Church in its hand when it has a 
single chief, needs no explication ; 'tis the 
thought of the autocrat in all its clearness. He 
fully reckoned on r^naining sole master; we 
shall sec him later preeminently so. 

In the other parts of the Ecclesiastical Ec- 
gulation the lion-grip made itself less felt; it 
is perceptible that Frokopoyich held the pen, 
but under his master's eye. This compila- 
tion has a double character; it is puerile and 
malignant. 

Fii'st come ten pages in quarto, the points 
of which can be stated in few words. To make 
war on superstition : meaning by this certain 
prayers, liyes of saints, images, relics, and mir- 
acles, which must be submitted to rigorous cri- 
ticism. Then it is said that it would be yeiy 
useM to make a little book| or catechism, con- 
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taining the exposition of the Symbol and De- 
calogue, with selected homilies.* The bishops 
shall read the canons, shall set themselves to 
become acquainted with the degrees of consan- 
gmnity and affinity, from which arise hinder- 
ancos to marriage, and in doubtful cases they 
will address themselves to the Synod. The 
Synod will see whether it be proper to super- 
sede them because of old age or sickness. They 
shall build no useless churches, shall distrust 
miraculous images, and combat superstitions. 
They shall take care to found schools or semi- 
naries, and to ordain as priests only those who 
have been given to study. If the seminarists 
are monks, they ought to be named archiman- 
drites or hegoumens (abbots or priors), unless 
they render thcmselyes infomous by some great ' 
crime (p. 33, n. 10). The bishops shall report 
to the Synod the state of their revenues and of 
those of the monasteries ; they shall observe 
economy and humility; shall pronounce no 
excommunication without referring it to the 
Synod ; shall visit their dioceses every year or 
every two years, receive any accusations made 
against the clergy; assure themselves of the 
state of the monasteries, much more by the 
testimony of persons outside themr than by that 

* See, for flie eaAediiams of iho Buiaiaii Chureh, Tondini's 
The Pope qf Borne and the Popet^ &c pp. 81-94, 

P 
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of the monks. Stress is laid on the necessity 

of iigliling against superstition, and on the de- 
pendence of the bishops on the Synod. 

In the chapter on schools theBussian army 
is given as a model, ^ which was in so sad a 
state before our very august and very puissant 
monarch Peter I. introduced discipline into it.' 
In order to prove the necessity of science, it is 
said that during the first four centuries the 
bishops had a horror of arrogance ; but that 
later they began to get proud, espedally those 
of Constantinople and Borne. From the year 
500 to 1400 all Europe was plunged in dark- 
ness. 

Then came the organisation of studies and 

of seminaries ; the rules for preachers ; a dis- 
tinction between laity and clergy obscure 
mough; the Bascolniks, and how to treat them, 
&c. The third part is devoted to the Synod 
itself. This assembly shall watch that all bi- 
shops, priests, monks, laymen, discharge their 
duties, and shall chastise those who do not. 
Every one can address the Synod by writing. 
No theological work can be printed without 
its permission. When it is reported that a 
dead body has been preserved from corruption, 
or a miracle or vision been witnessed, the 
Synod makes inquiry. It resolves cases of 
conscience, examines bishops, satisfies itself of 
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their being neither superstitious nor impostors, 

informs itself as to the sources from which 
they can get money ; it also judges them, and 
decides matrimonial causes and cases of divorce, 
and watches oyer the use of ecclesiastical pro- 
perty. The wills of important personages, in 
cases of doubt as to their validity, are exa- 
mined by the Synod and by the College of 
Justice (Ministry of Justice). 

Finally, the Eegulation treats of mendicity. 
We do not find fault with their seeking to ex- 
tirpate it by giving to the able-bodied poor the 
means of earning tlieir living, and coming to 
the help of the rest ; but we cannot without 
oppression of heart read these pages, eyeryline 
of which breathes hatred of the poor. To giye 
alms to an able-bodied pauper is to render one- 
self accessory to his sin. Mendicants are the 
greatest of scoundrels.* How can we help re- 
calling the lesson in the Gospel ? When John 
the Baptist, desiring to assure himself that 
Jesus was indeed the Messiah, sent some of his 
disciples to question Him, our Lord, in order 
to give the Forerunner proof that the Messiah 
was come, cites His own works, and says : To 
the poor the Oospel is preached. On reading 
the ^ Spiritual Begulation,' and especially this 

* * Be qvidem ym, lum «tt homiiiiim genus magie Boeleratom 
profljgfttnmqiie mtgb* (p. 98). 
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passage, which distils the yenom of hatred 

against the poor, without meeting therein a 
word of compassion or charity, there can be no 
longer any doubt that it is not the Church that 
there speaks. Nor are the Eussian people 
therein deceiyed, but in spite of the Synod 
continue to give alms. 

In the supplement, among the mles given 
to the priests, we shall notice the 11th and 
12th, which indicate in what cases the confes- 
sor must reveal the secrets of Ike confessional. If 
there be a plot against the emperor or the em- 
pire, or any machination against the honour or 
life of the emperor or his majesty's fEunily, and 
the penitent be unwilling to abandon it; or 
still farther, if a false miracle be admitted as 
true, and the author of the imposture come to 
confess it, without, however, wishing to reveal 
it, — in these cases the confessor is bound to 
reveal the secret of the confessed and to de- 
nounce the guilty. The author of these strange 
rules says, in order to justify them, that fidse 
miracles expose the orthodox religion to the 
contempt of the heterodox. Alas I the pre- 
tonded miracle of the Sacred fire, which is 
performed every year at Jerusalem, and all the 
miracles that can be attributed to Metrophanes 
of Voron^ge, will never do so much harm to 
the Church as these 11th and 12th rules in 
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the ' Spiritual Begulation.' Here again one 
cannot be deceived: it is not the yoice of the 

Church, it is the invasion of the sanctuary by 
bui eaucracy ; but it is moumfully affecting to 
see bishops countersigning orders like these.* 
Then come the rules for the monks. We 
shall refer to only one, the 36th, which forbids 
the monk to have a pen, v,sus calami scriptorU^ 
qmnbrni ad esstracta ex libria Utterasque ma- 
sorias aitlnet, monachis denegatur. The monk 
who shaU have written without the abbot's 
permission shall undergo a severe corporal 
punishment, sub gravi corporalia castigoHonis 
'poena. It is equally forbidden to have ink and 
paper. Nothing is fraught with more danger 
to the monastic life than the rage for writing, 

* History teaches us that the Russian clergy, both before and 
after the ' Spiritual Regulation,' did not much scruple to reveal 
the secrets of the confessional. During the trial of the Tsarevich 
Alexis, Ills confessor, Jaques Ignatieff, when put to the torture, 
June 19th, 1718, dedland that the tHxefloh had told him in con- 
fession that he had widMMlhiBffttha*B death. On Ootl2fh,1754, 
the priest Basil Seigneeff deolaied to the police that Barbe Jou- 
koff had in confesion avowed to him that his mother had ezeited 
him to the murder of his mother-in-law. i^Rn»»\aii Messenger^ Dec. 
18G0, p. 479.) The priest Gerbonovsky declared that the prisoner 
Striekha had in confestsion avowed to him such and such things. 
(JloXh Cy,n> (fi nder Judgment), published at London, August 1st, 
18G1.) Demetrius, Bishop of Rostoff (1651-1709), whom fhe Bus- 
aian Ohnrch oanoniaed, iras obliged to rise up against the priests 
who reported what had been told them in oonfesdon. (Bolovieif, 
EUtortj ofltuma, vol. xy. p. 126.) These examples show that, in 
practiee, little trouble was taken by the priests to set themselves 
above the restrictions indicated by the ' Spiritual fiegulatlon.' 
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inanis et frivola scHpturiendi prurigo. If, how- 
ever, there are legitimate reasons for writing, 
and the abbot permit it, it shall be done in the 
lefeotoiy, and at the common inkstancL Any 
one daring to act otherwifle will be Boyerely 
punished, contmnurn ausitris severa poena in- 
tentabitur. This is a sad spectacle, but one 
fiill of ingtraction. This despot, this yiotor, 
this conqueror, has drowned in blood all re- 
sistance, not sparing even his own son; he has 
moulded his people like soft wax, lecldng 
nanght of its traditions, customs, preferences ; 
he has subjected the Church herself to his will, 
and Europe has proclaimed him great: yes, 
this man, who trembles in his solitary musings, 
see, he has caught a glimpse of one of those 
poor monks, who, shut up in their little cells, 
were there recording from day to day the his- 
tory of their country. What would become of 
him, if in some comer of his immense empire 
one wore to write the chronicles of Peter's 
reign? He who had jhced all the artillery of 
Charles XII., what fears he ? A book, a pam- 
phlet, a journal, the liberty of the press ? No ; 
he is a&aid of a pen in a monk's cell, and with 
reason ; for the pen that defends the rights of 
truth and the freedom of the Church is stronger 
than he. But what also must be thought of 
the freedom and independence of the Bussian 
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Chiirch mider the regime wluch. Peter inaugu- 
rated? 

Let us cite two more rules relating to 
monks. The apostle had written to Timothy, 
^Let not a toidaw be ohosen who is less than 
sixty years old' (1 Tim. v. 9) ; the Synod made 
it tLic rule of monasteries that virgins conse- 
crated to God should not take their vows before 
the age of sixty, and he quotes the authority of 
St. Paul. The Synod, however, is appropriately 
reminded that Peter's lawful wife is in a con- 
vent, and that the tsar might take it into his 
head to send his second there — ^her to whom 
he had just taken an oath of fidelity — before 
she should reach the age of sixty. The Holy 
Synod at once reserves to itself the power of 
making exceptions ! 

Let us pass to the rule following the 43d, 
which well deserves a literal translation. ^ If 
any yoxmg virgin still desire to embrace the 
monastic life, in order to keep her virginitj' 
perpetually, it is necessary to begin by care- 
fully examining the circumstances. Does she 
not wish to deceive ? Is she not reduced to it 
by reverses of fortune ? Is she not led away 
by over-excitement ?^ Is it not the case of a 

* We an not quite certain of hftving eiMtly nndentood <he 
Benaeof thetaxt The Latin Is TSrl^tfo^i^i^^iit^tfctoMii^M^. 
Of what ezoeiBive affections does it qpeakf We haye supposed it 
to mean an exalted mind. 
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person profoundly versed in the art of dissimu- 
lation, wIlo is feigning a "wish to take the tow 
of chastity ? If the examination is satisfactory, 
she shall be sent into a convent distinguished 
for the yirtue of its nuns, and whose privacy 
shall be carefully guarded ; she shall be placed 
at the service of a uim of irrcproacliaLlc con- 
duct, and shall remain without assuming the 
habit until the age of sixty , or fifty at the least. 
If before this age the desire to be married 
seize her, she shall be allowed to gratify it.' 
' How perceptible that this was wi'itten by 
those who had no Mth in chastity, who mocked 
at it and hated it ! Prokopovich doubtless 
here still wielded the pen ; but among the sig- 
natures, beside his own, are found those of 
three bishops, seven monks, and two priests. 
We love to think that several among them, as 
Stephen Yavorski and Theophylact Lopatinski, 
signed through want of energy, without shar- 
ing the views of their colleagues. 

Such is the ' Spiritual Eegulation.'* It pre- 
scribes to confessors betrayal, forbids monks 
the use of the pen, insults the chastity of those 
virgins who wish to consecrate their virginity 

* The abo^e abrtnets from fhe 'Spiritaal Bflgnlatloii' eyinoe 
how aoo^table to all interested in Rmaiaa Uteiainn will he the 
translation of that document from the original Bossian, now being 
pfrepared, with introduction and notes, by the Bamabite Fath. Ton- 
dini, under the aospioes of the PamBibliogiaphical Society. (7r.) 
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to God; it has no bowels of compassloiL for the 
poor, and we look in vain for a single word 
breathing love to God or our neighbour ; piety 
is as hateful te it as the independenee of the 
Church ; it desires not pastors but police 
agents — the blind instruments of power. If 
we Catholics, quite disinterested in all this, 
feel it difficult to restrain our indignation, 
what ought to be the sentiment of men obliged 
to avow themselves members of a Church in 
which this strange code has for 150 years had 
the force of law, and is unabrogated even 
now ? 

As to Synodal administration, it is a very 
complicated mechanism, which we can under- 
stand only by passing sucoessively in review 
the Synod itself, its chief procurator, and the 
bureaux. 

Peter's idea, we have seen, was that the 

Synod should consist of a bishop-president, 
two vice-presidents, equally bishops ; four 
councillors and four assessors, taken from the 
clergy of the second order, regular and secular. 
To-day this is changed ; no more president or 
vice-presidents, and all the members of the 
Synod are bishops, except two or three secular 
priests. One of these is the emperor's chap- 
lain and confessor ; the other is the chief chap- 
lain of the army and navy. Admitted to the 
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bosom of the Synod, the bishops retain the 
administration of their dioceses, however dis- 
tant they may be from St. Petersburg. 

In this assembly the members are distin- 
guished into perpetual and temporary, the 
latter being called to take part in the delibera- 
tions during a determinate period of time. 

The metropolitans and the emperor'9 chap- 
lain are always perpetual members, a distinc- 
tion sometimes conferred on other bishops and 
on the chaplain-in-chief to the forces. One 
would from this be tempted to conclude that 
the perpetual members are irremovable, but 
'tis not so ; the bishops can receive orders to 
return to their dioceses, and then, while re- 
taining the title of members of the Synod, they 
cease to take part in its sittings. There is, 
however, a certain irremovability in fact for 
the Metropolitan of Petersburg and for the two 
chaplains; but in an emergency these could 
always be got rid of ; and as to the Metropoli- 
tan of Petersburg, it would not be impossible 
to transfer him to another see, or invite him 
to take repose. 

The Synod, then, is composed just as the 
emperor pleases, and cannot become an ele- 
ment of opposition. In point of independence 
there is no comparison between an assembly of 
this kind and an irremovable patriarch. It is 
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also not a ooimoil. We are well aware that 
M. WaBsilieff, in liis letter to Mgr. the Bishop 

of Nantes, has had the courage to say that the 
Synod ^ is only the council of the Church of 
Bnssia' (p. 33). This affirmation does not 
hear examination ; we confine ourselves to op- 
posing to it the words of M. Katkoff, already 
quoted above. ^ The Holy Synod oannot take 
the place of councils, because all the bishops 
do not take part in its deliberations; whilst all 
the bishops must absolutely sit in the provin- 
oial councils, such as were instituted by the 
Apostles and by the oicumenical councils.' 
(Moscow Gazette^ 1866, No. 216.) Between 
the council of the Bussian Church and the 
Synod there is the same difference as between 
the English House of Peers and a commission 
composed of half a dozen lords chosen by the 
Queen. The minister who should bethink him- 
self of maintaining that it is indifferent whether 
we submit a law to the House of Peers or to 
such a commission would be guilty of an enor- 
mous constitutional heresy. M . WassiUeff's 
assertion is no less strange ; and, for our part, 
we believe the Synod itself but little disposed 
to share the opinion of the Bussian embassy's 
ex-chaplain at Paris. 

Not content with this dependence, Peter 
took another guarantee, in the person of the 
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Synod's chief procurator. This personage ^ has 
to sit in the assembly, and attentively watch 
that the Synod acquits itself of its functions, 
and that in all affairs subjected to its delibera- 
tions it proceed with truth, zeal, order, and 
without loss of time, conformably to the regula- 
tions and ukases. He must also attentively 
watch that the Synod acts with uprightness 
and without hypocrisy ' (art. 1). ' He is to 
be considered as our own eye, and as the pro- 
tector of state affairs; hence he should act with 
fidelity, for he in the first place will have to 
render an account' (art. 2). To find a man 
capable of discharging these functions, Peter \ 
recommends the selection from among the offi- 
cers of a good man possessing boldness (ukase, 
May 11th, 1722). No decision is put in force 
without the chief procurator's consent. * If he 
remark that the Synod is not acting with up- 
rightness, but with hypocrisy, he is obliged in- 
stantly to point out to the Synod, clearly and 
with all necessary explanation, in what the 
Synod, or a part of it, are not acting properly, 
that they may correct it. And if they do not 
obey, he must thereupon protest, stop the de- 
liberation on the matter, and report it to us at 
once, if it be of great importance ; otherwise, 
when we come to the Synod, or in the course 
of the month or of the week ' (Instr. art. 2). j 
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Many matters subject to the deliberation of 

the S}Tiod must besides be referred to the em- 
peror. In this case the chief procurator draws 
up the report, presents it, accompanying it 
-with the needful explanation, and transmits 
the supreme decision to the Synod. 

The chief procurator is, then, a real inter- 
mediary nunister between the emperor and the 
Synod. He has under his orders : Ist, his 
own chancery; 2d, that of the Synod ; 3d, the 
central direction of the ecclesiastical schools; 
4th, the directory charged with administration 
and revenue. The personnel of all these offi- 
ces is placed under his control ; nominations, 
promotions, dismissions, all depend on him. 
The central direction of the ecclesiastical schools 
is a veritable ministry of public instruction for 
the clergy. The dbectory of administration 
and revenue is chiefly occupied with finance, 
vrith. what may be called the clergy-chest. The 
authority exercised by the chief procurator over 
all these administrations naturally gives him 
great influence on the progress of affairs sub- 
mitted to the Sjrnod, as also over diocesan 
authorities. We have seen that he was in di- 
rect correspondence with the consistory secre- 
taries, who, on a smaller theatre, play at these 
ecclesiastical assemblies the same part that the 
chief procurator does at the Synod. Farther, 
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all these administrations are obliged to send 
to the Synod or to the chief procurator a very- 
large number of reports, accounts, and papers 
of all sorts. A delay in sending these papers, 
an irregularity in digesting them, expose the 
diocesan authorities to receive from the chief 
procurator demands for explanation or rectifi- 
cation, reproaches, sometimes even reprimands. 
It is easy to understand how by these thousand 
bonds the diocesan authorities find themselves 
in dependence on him. 

But 'tis necessary that we enter into some 
detail, in order to clearly show how bureau- 
cracy has invaded the Church and entwined 
her in its meshes. 

Papers of every kind addressed to the Sy- 
nod go to the chancery. They are read, sum- 
marised, reported on in connection with the 
articles of law applying to them. On the Sy- 
nod's assembling, extracts from the report are 
read, and pertinent legal texts. Thereupon 
begins the discussion, which terminates in the 
adoption of a resolution in such or such a sense : 
this resolution is put in writing, and signed by 
all the members. They are besides obliged to 
sign the minutes of the sittings, and a great 
number of other papers. If we calculate the 
number of matters submitted every year to the 
decision of the Synod, and the number of hours 
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it is in session, we reach the conclusion that it 
can on an average give but five minutes to each, 
matter. 'Sow there are matters so very com- 
plicated as to demand the perusal of many 
hundreds of pages, and give rise to long dis- 
cussions. Here, then, is a physical impossi- 
hility. In the majority of cases discussion is 
suppressed, the sentence being drawn up be- 
forehand by the chancery, and the members 
required only to sign it. This process, how- 
ever, is still too long ; the chancery is empow- 
ered to set aside all affairs of little moment. 
Of these not even the report is read, the pa- 
pers already drawn up being merely presented 
to the members of tlic Synod for signature. 
Their signatures are even frequently gathered 
one after another at their homes. To read 
these papers, one would suppose that all were 
the work of the Synod, and transacted during 
its sessions. From this state of things it is . 
evident that the greater part of the business 
is decided on in the government offices by the 
subordinate officials. It even sometimes hap- 
pens that the chancery takes upon itself to 
entirely change a decision which has been ar- 
rived at in session. In this case the great thing 
is to obtain a first signature at some member's 
house, which usually draws after it all the rest. 
It is very evident to all that the decision is 
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quite different from the one taken in the sit- 
ting ; but they can suppose that the chief pro- 
curator refused to sanction the decision taken, 
and that, in consequence, the resolution was 
changed. For peace' sake they sign ; the chief 
procuiator, having on an average one hundred 
signatures per day to write, has often nothing 
to do with it; and this abuse of authority 
emanates purely and simply horn the chan- 
cery. 

Some years ago a privy councillor, a director 

of the chancery of the Synod, was condemned 
to deportation to Siberia lor malversations. All 
the employes of the chancery are not^ then, in- 
corruptible, and an idea can thus he formed of 
the abuses resulting from this omnipotence of 
the bureaux. 

There is a story that a member of the Sjniod 
seeing one of his colleagues reading a paper, 
said to him, ' Stop, we are not here to read, 
but to sign ; sign now, it gives less trouble, 
and is sooner done.' On one occasion, when 
a resolution taken duiing a sitting had been 
changed for one totally different, one of the 
most important personages of the chancery re- 
paired to a member of the Synod and obtained 
his signature. Another made more difficulty 
about it. ^ Why do you trouble yourself? said 
the official to him. He who is most directly 
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interested in the matter has made no objection. 

Look at his signature.' The old man signed ; 
but one of his confidants, entering some mo- 
• ments after, found him bathed in tears. ^ My 
God ! my God !' cried he, * to what a depth of 
humiliation are we fallen 1' * 

Besides the chancery, the chief procurator 
has still under his orders the central direction 
of the ecclesiastical schools ; and if a little more 
authority over their seminaries has been given 
to the bishops, the central direction, which al- 
ways maintains a high hand, is itself placed in 
the most entire dependence on the chief procu- 
rator. The Synod exercises a certain, but very 
restricted, control ; it can but feebly oppose the 
procurator, and besides presents but little co- 
hesion. 

Fancy all the Catholic seminaries of a coun- 
try placed under the supervision and control of 

a council composed of five or six bishops named 
by the minister of worship, able to take no 
stepwifliout the visa of this minister, with lay 
bureaux having in their hands all the corre- 
spondence and manipulating all the business. 
Catholic bishops would never admit the mere 
possibility of such an organisation ; yet how 
many more guarantees would they have in the 

* 0 npaioci. iftam ■ ^npiosii a^xob. torn. ii. pp. 1-20 : On 
fifynod, the ohief proeorator, and the ohtnoeiy. 

a 
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present state of civilisation which are altogether 
wanting to the Eussian hishops 1 

The department of reyenne exercises its 
action over all financial and material matters. 
Herein, to pass by all else, all diocesan autho- 
rities find themselves under the chief procu- 
rator's control, who experiences no difficulty in 
making them feel his authority. 

It is curious, after this, to hear the arch- 
priest Wassilieff say to Mgr. the Bishop of 
Kantes: ^Tou see, Mgr., that far from being 
the president of the holy Synod, the chief pro- 
curator is not even a member of it j he is sim- 
ply but a civil functionary at the council. Far 
from being the Church's master and oppressor, 
he is its benefactor and servant.'* 

After these decisive proo& of the depend- 
ence of the Bussian clergy in presence of the 
procurator of the Synod, it must be granted that 
all precautions have been taken against any- 
thing being either said or done in the Bussian 
Church but with the consent and approval of 
the State, as represented by the chief procurator. 
Have the same precautions been taken against 
the State's encroachments on the Church ? This 
does not appear to have been dreamt of. Tlie 

♦ Discnstian entre Mgr. VFi'equc de Nantcx et M. V Arch'ijpretre 
Wauilieff au mijet de VAutorite dam VEglue de RutHe. Parie, 
1861, pp. 71, 72. 
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Free Church in the Free State is certainly not 
the formula expressing the position of the Rus- 
sian Church ; no, we must seek for some other. 

What we have hitherto said sufficiently ex- 
plains why we slioulcl ask in vain whether of 
the Eussian government or of the Patriarch 
of Constantinople, or of the Synod itself, or 
finally of the organs of public opinion, their 
sincere judgment of the institution of the Sy- 
nod. Yet we should attach the highest value 
to knowing exactly what they think of it. 
Eeally this is not, perhaps, as impossible as 
one would think it. Peter I. has had imita- 
tors, and among the nimiber those who for some 
reason or other do not inspire the same reserve, 
and in whom one does not much hesitate to 
blame that which one admires in him. Such, 
among others, is Prince Couza, till lately Hos- 
podar of Wallachia and Moldavia, who treated 
the Church cavalierly enough, without how- 
ever taking so many liberties with her as Peter 
I. did with the Bnssian Church. Now, we are 
so fortunate as to possess on Couza's unlucky 
reforms the opinions of the Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople, of the Bnssian Synod, of the Bns- 
sian government, of the Russian journals, and, 
lastly, that of the actual chief procurator of the 
Synod. It will be sufficient to translate from 
the Bnssian a few documents taken from the 
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journals. Let us begin with the Northern Post, ♦ 
the official journal of the Minister of the In- 
terior, and see how it sums up and Gritieises 
Prince Couza's acts relative to the Boumanian 

Church : 

* In Older to make undeTstood tlie documentB we pub- 
lish bdowy it is indispensalde to glanee at the acts of the 
late Prince Couza lelatiye to the orthodox Church in the 
Principalities. 

We know that Prince Couza souglit support in the 
ranks of the enemies of orthodoxy, and for this he sought 
to subordinate to his authority the Eoumanian orthodox 
clergy and the administration of the Church. To attain 
this end, Prince Couza thought to introduce new ecclesi- 
astical institutions of such a nature as to completely 
ireaken the Church while subjecting it to his power. 

Ey his orders there were drawn up at the [Ministry of 
Public Worship^ indthout the cooperation of the clergy, 
three projects of new eodeeiastical r^gulationsy which in 
July 1864 received the sanction of the Parliament, and at 
the end of the year were signed by the Hospodsr. Of this 
new code the principal features are these : 

The Boumanian orthodox Church (which hitherto de- 
pended on the hierarchical supremacy of the Patriarch of 
Constantinople) is proclaimed independent of all foreign 
ecclesiastical authority \vliatsoever. The government of the 
Roumanian Church is subject to a Synod receiving the de- ' 
nomination, hitherto unheard of among the orthodox, of 
General St/nod. Of this Synod are named as members, 
firstly, all the Eoumanian bishops ; then three delegates 
from each diocese, chosen for three years among the priests 
or laymen, but by such a mode of election that the xe- 
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8ult of the scrutiny dcponds on the will of the govern- 
ment. The presidency of the Synod is conferred on the 
Metropolitan of Wallachia, but not in virtue of the dignitj 
"with, which he is clothed) nor in his own name ; but in 
the name of the Hospodarj a thing unheaid of in the or- 
thodox as well as in the Latin Chuich. 

The Synod most aaaemble in July once eveiy two yean ; 
it is convoked by the Minister of Public Wozship, who 
proposes the questions for debate, is present at its sittings 
takes part in its deliberations, presents its zesolutionB to 
the Hospodar, and puts them into execution. If the Synod 
presumes to touch any matter not brought before it, the 
minister terminates the sitting. In any case of urgency 
for the immediate convoking of an extraordinary sitting, 
the bishops must address their reciuest for it to the minis- 
ter, with whom it lies to grant or to refuse it. The Synod 
has no right to extend its supervision to the instruction 
in the seminaries (so that Latin tendencies could be there 
propagated without hindrance). The Synod has no i%ht 
to meddle in judgment as to the measures relating to 
toleration and liberty of conscience which the civil power 
4shall deem it useful to adopt (in order to open the gates 
to Boman propagandism). 

To complete Hiese measuresy by order of the Hospodar, 
the Chamber, in January 1865, sanctioned another project 
relating to the nomination of Inshops. There had long 
existed a rule inscribed in the law of Moldavia and Wal- 
lachia, in virtue of which the bishops are elected in as- 
•scmblies composed of ecclesiastical and lay de])utics, and 
afterwards confirmed by the Ilospodar ; as to the election 
•of the metropolitans, it is subject to the confirmation of 
the Patriarch of Constantinople. Tn contempt of this an- 
cient rule, it has been established that the bis}ioi»3 and 
metropolitans should be cliosen in a preliminary assembly 
•of the council of ministers, and that they should be desig- 
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nated "by the Hospodar on tho presentation of the minis- 
ter of worship. In this fashion the Hospodar completely 
possessed himself of the government of the Church, he 
arrogated to himself the right of luuuing her bishops and 
controlliog all their dispositions. 

To crown these innovations, it has been laid down 
by a special article, that " all previous laws not agteeing 
•with present dispositioiis are abrogated." By these 
last words tihe foree and anthority of all the canons of the 
cecumenioalcoimcilB, foiming the basis of the organiBation, 
adnunistration, and life of the orthodox Chnich, are defini- 
tively broken* 

The news of the accomplishment of these reforms ar- 
rived in (Joustantinople by the Coiin ler de Dacte, which 
published tlio text of the new laws ; it there produced in- 
tense excitement, and indeed profound grief, in all ortho- 
dox society. His Holiness the Patriarch Soplironius con- 
voked an extraordinary council, in which all patriarchs 
happening to be in the city took part, both those in office 
and those deposed, all metropolitans, all bishops, and a 
few archimandrites. This assembly adopted a conciliaiy 
canonical resolution on the essential signification of the 
new legislative measnies, and on the usurpation of the 
Bonmanian government in matters ecdesiasticaL It was 
resolved to transmit it to Bnchaiest^ by sending there the 
aichimandiite Eustachius Cleobulus with letters fsom the 
Patnaieh for the Hospodar, the Metropolitans of Wal- 
lachia and Moldavia, as also for all the bishops under 
them, demanding tho repeal of the newly promulgated 
ecclesiastical laws. 

Every one knows from the journals the result of the 
arcliimandrite Cleobulus's journey : under the j)retext of 
no leisure amid his numerous engagements, the ex-Prince 
Couza refused for a fortnight to receive the Patriarch's 
envoy, and at last sent him word to hand the papers he 
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had l)rought to the minister of ^vo^sllip, notwithstanding 
the persistency of Pather Cleobulus, who had declared 
that he had a mission from the Patriarch to deliver by . 
word of mouth certain communications to the Hospodar. 

After this, in Older to put an end to his sojourn in the 
Principalities, he was accused of fomenting plots and an 
insurrection against the goyemment ; and nnder this pie- 
text, police-agents were sent to him, who, having seaidbed 
his papers through ifithout finding'anything, hurried him 
under escort beyond the frontiers to the city of Giuigevo; 
here, after haying undergone another examination, and 
-whilst waiting for the steamboat, he was shut up in a 
room and sentinels placed at his door. The Patriarch's 
envoy, thus liumiliated and insulted, did not wait for the 
steamer ; but hurrying into a fisherman's boat, crossed the 
Danube, and betook himself to Eustchuk. 

In this ignominious fashion was the archimandrite 
Cleobulus driven from Bucharest, May 1 1th ; and on the 
same day, as a reply to the Patriarch's letter, Prince Couza, 
of his own authority, designated the six first bishops for 
the vacant sees in Eoumania, and among the number the 
Metropolitan of Moldavia. 

The return of the archimandrite Cleobulus produced 
at Constantinople a general outburst of indignation among 
the clergy and orthodox population ; for in the annals of 
the orthodox Church was there no example of the official 
enyoy of the first and most ancient of her pastors haying 
received a reception so outrageous, contemptu us, and inso- 
lent, on the part of a ruler of an orthodox, and above all 
of a little country, — one not iiulcpendent, but whose prince 
was vassal to another; and when, farther, the prince of 
the Church in the country he governs is hierarchically 
subordinate directly to this pastor.* 

* We have reproduced as textually as we oould this very tangled 
phrase, the eenae of which ia^ however, yeiy dear. The Northern 
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The Patriarcli immediately convoked a new eztnofdi- 

nary council, and communicated to it the lefittlt of the 
mission with wliich the arcliimandrite Ckobulus had been 
charged. The council decided that in these circumstances, 
painful and important for the whole orthodox Church, it 
was necessary to ask counsel of the other national ortho- 
dox Churches. For two months the Church of Constanti- 
nople waited for the Hospodar's answer to the Patriarch's 
letter; but when this expectation proved vain, there was 
no longer room for delay or for tenderness towards the 
Boiunanian government. His Holinesa sent to our [of 
Bussia] plenipotentiaiy at Constantinople, to procure the 
sending to the holy Synod an official letter, asking of it 
wise counsel, fraternal support, and salutary measures, 
within the limits of the rights determined by the canons, in 
order to put an end to the perilous situa^n of the Moldo- 
Wallachian Church. 

The llospodar, however, and his devoted accomplices 
did not sleep, and in order to justify before European 
public opinion the usurpation they had perndttcd in eccle- 
siastical affairs, and their unheard-of proceedings in respect 
to the Patriarch's envoy, Iiad recourse to the press. News 
from Bucharest appeared in the foreign journals, according 
to which, the true cause of the disagreements between the 
Church and the Eoumanian government was simply the 
material constraint in which the Patriarch found himself 
in consequence of the confiscation in the Piincipalitiee of 
the monastic properties belonging to the Greek Church; a 
report being at the same time spread tiiat the archimandzite 
Cleobulus had been sent to Bucharest with the object of 



Post intended to soy, * Were it the Emperor of Russia, nothing 
could be said ; but the Hospodar of Wallachia !' And this obser- 
vation well attests the laro prudence ot the Foite du Isord; iov 
there ia no other difference. 
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raising there an insuiruction against the government. In 
these circumstances people did not forget to calumniate 
Hussia ; but the journal ByzaniiSf the organ of the Patri- 
arch, of Constantinople, reestablished the facts as they 
were, and, starting with the unjust attacks directed against 
Bofisia, recalled to notice the ingratitude with which, her 
benefits to Moldo-WaUachia had been requited by the men 
at the head of the Boomanian goTemment. The ex-Hoe- 
podar, Prince Oouza, again had recourse to a peculiar 
means of bringing public opinion to his side in the matter. 
He drew up an answer to the Patriarch's letter; but with* 
out sending it to him, had it printed in the foreign journals. 

This answer, written in defence of the anti-canonical 
innovations introduced into the Houmauian Church, con- 
sisted in an arbitrary interpretation of, the ecclesiastical 
canons, and in inexact references to historical facts which 
were either distorted or meant absolutely nothing. By 
this subterfuge the public, but little familiar with these 
canons and facts, and having no idea of the contents of 
the Patriarch's letter, after having acquainted themselves 
with the Hospodar's reply, which was not remarkable for 
its veracity, were obliged to consider Prince Couza's acts 
perfectly regular. 

The Boumanian clergy could not remain a silent and 
indifieient witness of this abuse of power on the part of 
the government.* Deprived of force and influenoei it dared 
not loudly protest against the Hospodar^s acts ; but on 
May 23d the bishops presented to Prince Couza a me- 
morial signed by them, in which, in the most humble 
terms, but nevertheless with much detail and firmness, 
they pronounced a complete censure on the ecclesiastical 
laws newly published, and i)rayed the Prince not to put 
them in execution, but to previously submit them to the 
e x amination <»f tlie Ijishops in order to their modi^Lcation* 
* ^oHktm Potty you f oiget younelf 1 
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1^0 regard was paid to this petition. Several of the bishope 
then addressed themselves by private letters directly to 
the Patriarch of ConBtantiDople, imploring his defence in 
fiivour of the Tinforfcnnate Church of Roomania, and speak- 
ing of the excoiiiniiinication of Prince Couza, whom the}' 
dubbed J ulian the AjDostate. Two bishops, quitting the 
Principalities, undertook a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and 
Mount Athos, to av< dd taking part in innovations to which, 
their duty and conscience were alike repugnant.* 

When Prince Couza and his accomplices learnt that 
the Patriarch had addressed himself officially to the most 
holy Sjnod of the Russian Church, and to the holy Synod 
of AthenSjf for their advice, they were terrified at sight of 
the peril which threatened them. By virtue of tlie canons, 
the authors of violence against the Church, and those who 
infringe her laws, are excommunicated; and in the present . 
case a resolution on this subject, taken by all the Eastern 
patriarchs, with the full powers of the Russian and Athe- 
nian Synods, would have been a determination taken in 
common by all the parts of the orthodox Church, and 
would have been equivalent to the sentence of an oecu- 
menical council. To prevent these consequences, the Hos- 
podar ordered liis charge - d'affaires at Constantinople 
immediately to send the Patriarch ►So])hronius the reply 
to the latter's letter long since published in the journals. 
The charge-d'aftaires multiplied to the Patriarch excuses 
and regrets respecting wliat liad happened, and sought to 
justify Prince Couza, by saying that he had acted against 
his own feelings and convictions under the pressure of 
circumstances. In concluding, he expressed in the warmest 
terms the liveliest desire on the part of the Hospodar to 

* If the Russian bishops of Peter the First's time had acted in 
this faahioD, they would perhaps have deserved the eulogies of tho 
Nertkem Poit; but they would have espived on the wheel. 

t The little oamiot be mott holy. 
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arrange this affair by putting himself in accord with his 
Holiness, and, to this end, to enter into negotiations with 
him. This proposition of Prince Couza had, however, no 
result. The Patriarch then judged it necessary once more 
to convoke the council, which decided that a new letter 
ought to be addiesaed to the Hospodar, refuting the in- 
correct conclusions contained in Mb reply, and inviting 
him into the path of regular oonduct. Li the following 
Noyemb^ the Patriazch sent a copy of these docnunents 
to our most holy Synod, with a letter, in which he re- 
quested its coneunenoe for the defence of the spiritual in- 
terasts of the Boumanian people. 

At this same epoch the Bounumian govemment an- 
nounced the convocation of the Greneral Synod at Buchar- 
est for the month of December, and occupied itself with 
preparing the programme of its labours. As all the acts 
of Prince Couza and his party had for their object to de- 
tach the Eoumanian Church from the cecumenical, they 
were incessantly devising new measures for successively 
separating the people from orthodoxy, and subjecting them 
to the Pope by means of the union.* An attempt of this 
kind is seen in the series of questions sent by the minis- 

* We Iwre no coiimri tee with ilie plan punned by Prince 
Oonsa, bnt we cannot refrain from laying that the Northern Bnt 
is milled in imagining that iliii HoqKxlar laboured in the intereit 

of the Catholic Church. Prince Couza wished to substitute in the 
Boumanian Church the Latin rite for the Greek — this we believe — 
taking this course on the ground that the Koumauians were a Latin 
race; but he certainly did not dream of subjecting the Roumanian 
Church to the authority of the Pope. He wished for a national 
Church, as independent of Rome as of Constantinople. If the Potte 
du Nord aims at knowing what flds Ohuioh was to be^ it can aik 
Prince YladimirTotekaiky, who now hai leiinre to communicate 
to it the plans he formed for the Polish Church. The Roumanian 
Church of Prince Couza and the Polish Church of Prince Tcher- 
kask y were to be constructed on the same plan : a Latin rite ; abso- 
lute independence of Borne ; absolute dependence on the civil power. 
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ter of wonhip to one of the Infihops designated bj tlie 

HoBpodar, and which were to he submitted to the Synod 
for deliberation. Among these questions figured the in- 
troduction of the Gregorian Calendar into general use, and 
into that of the Church, and the adoption of organs in 
churches. A year before, there had been inserted in the 
Voice of liownania, a journal subsidised by the govern- 
meut, certain articles which, by the aid of false statements 
and perverted historical facts, led one to give to TAtiniflm 
the cliaractei of the national religion of Boumania. 

At Jassy a Latin seminary was organised, with, the 
aid of goyernment, in which was given instruction incom- 
paiably superior to that of the orthodox eeminaiiee; for 
in the latter, not even instruction in classical and modem 
languages was permitted, in order that the orthodox deigy 
might stand on a lower level than the Latin. The pielate 
Salanderi was allowed to enter Moldavia as a visitor sent 
by the Pope, and a report even got into circulation that 
the Hospodar was continually carrying on negotiations 
with the Court of Kome, but that these v*ere wrapt in 
impenetrable mystery. 

At the time of the convocation of the Synod, the 
intentions and views of the government were clearly 
manifested with respect to the results expected from this 
measure. Li article 4 of the new law, it was said that all 
the bishops are members of the General Synod ; but Prince 
Couza caused letters of convocation to be addressed only 
to a certain number of bishops chosen according to con- 
Bideiations of his own. Two Moldavian bishopa, Mgr. 
Joseph of Sebaste, and Mgr. Fikret of Stauropol, known 
for their devotion to orthodoxy, having received no invi- 
tation to sit in the Synod, resolved, notwithstanding, to 
repair to Bucharest ; but they were stopped on the road 
by agents of the government, and sent back under escort 
from Fokchauy to Jassy. They forwarded their protests 
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to the consuls of the protecting powers, as well as in the 
name of the Greneral Synod. In these documents they 
strongly complained of the usurpation of the Hospodar, 
and of the innoYationa he had introduced into the Church. 
Mgr. Neophyte, Bishop of Edessa, andbiother of the Bishop 
of Stanzopol, also sent a protest. This proceeding of the 
three hishops, and the sympathy they met "with among the 
memhezs of Uie Synod, excited in tliat assembly a strong 
opposition to all the Latin innoYations, in spite of the 
predominating influence of governmental anthorify. In 
consequence of this circumstance, and fearing new conflicts 
on spiritual matters, the Hospodar resolved on closincr the 
session for an indefinite time. The orthodox people of 
Koumania will doubtless know well how to discern the 
motives which have brought about these innovations, and 
will not allow themselves to be seduced by the manifest 
imposture of the enemies of their Churcli and nationality. 

In presence of acts so grievoos for the orthodox Church, 
emanating from the government of the late Prince Couza, 
the most holy Synod could not but answer with entire sym- 
pathy the fimtenial letter addressed to it by the ceenmeni- 
cal Fattiaich.' (Mo9c. Qaz. 1866, No. 43, Peb. 26, o.&) 

We have translated the entire article of the 

Northern Post, as given in the Moscow Gazette^ 
leaving the official sheet of St. Petersburg to 
exhibit Prince Conza's acts bom its own point 
of view. These we by no means pretend to 
defend ; but we ask ourselves, how is it pos- 
sible to have two weights and two measures, 
and so blame in Prince Gouza what is praised 
in Peter I. ? If we go to the root of the mat- 
ter, Couza has done no more than follow the 
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example set him on the banks of the ]N'eva. 
He has perhaps a little less skilfully disguised 
his usurpation, but it does not outdo what has 
been done at Petersburg ; in both cases we see 
a national Church completely independent of 
all foreign control, and completely subject to 
the ciyil power. It would even be easy to 
demonstrate that, in several respects, the.Eou- 
mauiau Churchhad preserved guarantees utterly 
wanting in the case of the Bussian Church. 
Suffice it to mention the irremovability of the 
bishops. The General Synod of Bucharest is 
no greater innovation than that (governing) 
Synod of St. Petersburg; both are far from 
canonical, but the composition of that at Bu- 
charest assured to it a considerable degree of 
iudependence, as the event has proved. The 
only real difference between these two ecclesi- 
astical coups d^etat is that so accurately indi- 
cated by the Northern Post itself: in the one 
case we see a petty vassal-prince of the sul- 
tan's, in the other a powerful autocrat. The 
Northern Post has forgotten to tell us in what 
this difference, very zeal in a military and 
political point of view, has any value in a 
canonical. 

But it is time to allow the Patriarch of 
Constantinople to speak. 

* To the most holy governing Synod of the Orthodox 
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Church of the empire protected of God in all the BusaiaSy 
our fraternal greeting in Jesus Chiist. 

Without doubt, lepoits haye reached your Beyeieneea 
of the piojeets of law of the Eoumanion goyemment, 
which, contrary to all expectation, haya lately appeared, 
and which, by introducing changes into the ecdeaiaatical 
administiation of the orthodoxFrincipaUties oftheDanube, 
with lihe object of shaking the foundations of the piety 
of the orthodox Roumanian people, transmitted hy their 
fathers, by ineans of the enslavement of the holy clergy 
of this country, by means of usurpation by the lay power 
of ecclesiastical rights, and by all kinds of attempts to in- 
troduce anti-canonical innovations, as is known to all those 
who have attentively followed the under-mentioned pro- 
jects of law, which also have already been published in 
the journals. Having early become acquainted with such 
a state of affairs in these countries, the great and holy 
Church of Christ, the spiritual guardian of the command- 
ments of the Apostles and holy Eatheis, took care more 
than a year ago to put on his guard the spiiitaal pastor of 
this country. Mgr. Kiphon, Metropolitan of the Hungaro- 
Wallachian Church, by transmitting to him in our syno- 
dical letter the necessary counsels and instructions, which 
unfortunately were not accepted by his Grace with the 
dispositions and zeal they deserved, because he allowed 
himself to be led by the suggestions of political authority, 
as we have Icamt by the reply he has at last sent us, and 
by other indications. Consequently, being acquainted with 
the aforesaid projects of law, the great Church of Clirist, 
accomplishing the duty, imposed on lier by the canons, of 
watching over the Church of this country, being unable to 
remain an indifferent spectator of things having for their 
object the spiritual ruin of her pious children, resolved to 
convoke a great and holy council, composed of most holy 
patriarchs, venemted metropolitans, and most reverend 
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doctois ; and this council, after a seyeie and attenMve ex- 
amination, lias fonnnlated a decree, in which, hy means of 

testimonies borrowed from Scnptiire and the canons, it 
unmasks the anti- canonical character of the laws projected 
hy the Roumanian government, and exposes with a spi- 
ritual prudence the necessity of abrogating and annulling 
them. This synodical decree, accompanied by ecclesiasti- 
cal letters, has been sent into Moldo-Wallachia, to the re- 
presentatives of the two powers, through an ecclesiastical 
personage, to whom has been confided the mission not 
only of oificiaUy delivering these documents, but farther 
of explaining them in case of need, in conformity with the 
apirit of the Church. Tour venerable charity will be able 
to take an exact and detailed notice of these important 
dispositions of the great Ghnich of Christ, hy the copies 
which we transmit you under this cover. You wiU there 
find the copy of the synodical letter to the Metropolitan 
of the Hungaro-Wallachian Church, which was "written on 
the occasion of the reports being circulated of tlie abolition 
of the Old Calendar, adopted by the Oriental Church ; on 
the recitation of the symbol with the addition condemned 
by the oecumenical councils, as well as by the above-named 
resolution, and by the letters added thereto, as also the 
copy of the last reply of the said metropolitan, dispatched 
by himself after the return of the ecclesiastical personage 
sent by the Church. But what trouble will not your 
mind feel when you learn the reception accorded by Ms 
Highness Prince Alexander Coiua to the expressed solici- 
tude of the great Church of Christ,* inspired by her ma- 
ternal grief ! His Highness did not deign to receive and 
hear the envoy of the great Church of Christ : our archi- 
mandrite, a very worthy man, known for his piety and 
learning, was with great ignominy sent back beyond the 
frontiers of the riincipalitics under guard of the police. 

* This is the title taken by the Church of Constantinople. 
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To crown so many outrages, calumnies without number 
liare been spread abroad aboat liis sojourn and his em- 
bassy, which had a character ptirely ecclesiastical; and our 
patnaiclial and synodical letters addressed to his High- 
ness have been contemned, and not l>een honoured even 
with an answer. Nor was this enough : immediately after 
the envoy's ezpolsion, the j7to«« (I) prince confirmed the 
above-mentioned projects of law, and he, a temporal prince, 
placed at the head of Churches bishops chosen by the 
ministry. 

This, beloved brethren in Christ, is the reason wliy we 
have deemed it necessary to inform you of these things, 
that you may receive an exact account of the circumstances 
of the matter, in order to judge in common of the deter- 
mination of the great Church of Christ, which has con- 
demned as contrary to the canons, and transgressing the 
eternal limits set by our fathers, the said projects of law 
of the Roumanian government trenching on spiritual and 
ecclesiastical matters entirely foreign to its jurisdiction. 
We are convinced that in the present matter, which de- 
mands union and unanimity of all the orthodox Churches 
in Jesus Christ, your venerated charity, sharing not only 
the profound grief and the painful impression felt by us, 
and hy all orthodox Christian hearts, at this conduct of 
the Roumanian government, but also the solicitude inspir- 
ing us for the salvation of the orthodox Roumanian people 
exposed to so great a danger, will doubtless be willing to 
consider and examine everything that can conduce to this 
end, and will not fail to take, with suitable care, and with- 
in the limits fixed by the canons, all other salutary mea- 
sures to render vain those efforts against which the Church 
of Christ has in the spirit of gentleness striven until now. 
Thus we await £rom you not only the expression of your 
serious attention, and the judgment of your pious "wisdom, 
but farther your fraternal cooperation, and the spiritual 
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help with which religious zeal will inspire yoU; to put an 
end to so dangerous a situation, which is dragging into 
perdition a Christian people for whose blood "W© must 
hereafter give account. We shall await with impatience 
your esteemed reply, and news of youi brotherly health, 
which is precious to us. 

The Lord grant you long yeaxs, health, and salya- 
tioD. 

Your Beverenoes' yeiy dear and loving brother in Jesus 
Ghiist, Sophronius of Constantinople.' 

We haye endeavoured to give the most 
literal translation possible of this curious docu- 
ment. We will not dwell on tlie rather hollow 
phraseology, and the little agreement between 
words and deeds; but we will openly congrat- 
ulate ourselves on seeing the Churcli of Con- 
stantinople proclaim with so much earnestness 
the necessity of maintaining ecclesiastical in- 
dependence in the presence of the secular power, 
and the union of the different national Cliurches, 
to form therefrom one single universal Church. 

Let us now see the reply of the Synod. 
We must be just to this assembly. It felt it- 
self in a false position, and, spite of itself, to 
this feeling its embarrassed language testi&es. 

* To the most holy Sophronins, Archbishop of Constan- 
tinople, — the new Eome, — oecunieiiical Patriarch. 

Eratemal greeting in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

By the letter of your Holiness, dated July 1st, 1865, 
we have learnt with profound grief the events which 
have afiOicted ail the united Chuiches in orthodoxy, and 
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which have shaken tlic good order and prosperity of the 
Moldo-Wallachian Church. 

If our sympatliising thought has stopped on the road 
that leads to word and action (that is, if we have as yet 
neither said nor done anything), it has heen partly for want 
of knowing with clearness and precision certain circum- 
stances of these eTents, and partly because we were hoping 
that the orthodox spirit of the ministers of the Moldo- 
Wallachian Chnzch would he aioosed, would with firmness 
place itself on guard of the ancient ecclesiastical order 
handed down by the futhers ; that they would raise a per- 
suasive voice towards the orthodox authorities and towards 
the people ; that they would take to heart the voice of the 
Mother Church, and by these common eflTorts be preserved 
from innovations incompatible with the sacred canons. 

It is to us a new aflliction to see our hopes little justi- 
fied by the course of events. Tlic members of the Moldo- 
Wallachiaii hierarchy arc but few who, not without sulTor- 
ing, liave uttered words of trutli in order to unmask error : 
may their sacrifice be pleasing to the divine Head of the 
Cliurch, the Christ, our God! The Moldo- Wallachian 
Prince has not, most holy sir, deigned to reply to your 
letter, and to the memorial of the council surroundmg you, 
with pacific dispositions, but has decided, accordmg to his 
own expression, to fight them with the invincible arms 
of the laws and canons." 

In these circumstances, in virtue of our duty to guard 
in common and mutually the peace and unanimity of the 
Churches, we find ourselves obliged to testify that the war 
undertaken has not been marked by victory, and that the 
right arrogated by the temporal prince, to innovate in the 
legislation and administration of the ^loldo-AYallacliian 
Church, appears destitute of legal basis. The detailed ex- 
position of this thought is given in the annexed disserta- 
tion. 
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We recognise that the establishment of a new Synod, 
having legislative and administrative authority, is beyond 
the competence of the civil power, and demands the ex- 
amination and confirmation of a council more exalted in 
the Church, and particularly that of the Patriarch to whose 
jurisdiction the Chuxcli iiisiituting a new Synod belongs. 
Examples of this can be seen at hand in the Synod of all 
the Kttssias, and in that of Athens. We recognise as con« 
tiary to the canons and to the Gospel (Luke x. 16, Matt 
zriiL 20), the proposition that " The Metropolitan of Rou- 
nuinia presides at the Synod in the name of the Hospodar." 
We recognise as contiaiy to the canons, the designation of 
hishops by sole lay authority without ecclesiastical election. 
Those who have been nominated in this fashion should 
confront the 30th canon of the holy Apostles, and exam- 
ine with fear if it be a veritable consecration which they 
will receive and extend over their ilock. 

We confine ourselves to noting the most important 
deviations from the sacred canons. If God's grace bring 
about a return from these to the Church's true path, it 
will also reveal the means of remedying the rest. Without 
doubt, most holy sir, your paternal love for the Moldo- 
Wallachian Church and her children is not exhausted. 
Could not means be found by a persuasive and love-in- 
spired language to sustain those who are now strong in 
justice, to stiengthen those who are shaken, bring back 
those who have wandered, replace the matter on the ground 
of pacific conference, and guarantee the inviolability of 
what is essential by some condescension as to what can bo 
tolerated? We are convinced that in order to arrive at 
this result, our most pious emperor will order, or has al- 
ready ordered, his minister to transmit to the !Moldo-Wall- 
achian government good and pacific counsels. 

We pray our Lord Jesus Christ, by His all-influencing 
grace, to direct your acts, and those of the council assem- 
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bled aioimd yon, to the pacification of the Moldo-Wall- 
achian Chmch, and to the presenration of this member of 
Christ's mystical body in a healthful nnion with the great 
body of the orthodox oecnmenical Chnrch. We sincerely 
-wish your Holiness every good with salvation, and remain 
united to you in the bonds of brotherly lovo in Jesus 
Cluist.' 

It will be remarked, even from the Synod's 
avowal, that its answer is conformed to tlie 
diplomatio note emanating from the minister 
of foreign affairs. It is useless to ask if tibie 
Synod dictated the note, or the Minister the 
reply. Besides, the Synod was obliged to lean 
to the side of concession ; it could not, without 
condemning itself, pronounce anathema against 
its own founder. 

As a sequel to these three important docu* 
ments, let us farther reproduce the article of 
the Moscow Gazette : 

* We tliis (lay publish some dociiinents of a very ex- 
traordinary character. They are the letter of the most lioly 
Patriarch of Constantinople to the most lioly Synod of 
Russia, and the reply of the latter. AVc have called these 
documents extraordinary ; and truly, "who is there that re- 
members the publication of any relations whatsoever of 
general interest between the Russian hierarchy and the 
other branches of the oecnmenical Church ? In different 
oountries thete exist Chnidies, calling themsebree Oriental 
Gal^lic ; but between them theie is no bond or settled 
relations. They have no oiganisation Tindioating to them 
their oecumenical character. We see Churches which, alas ! 
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already begin profoundly to differ from one another in 
their modes of regarding many very essential objects ; but 
an oecumenical Church such as each of these ought to be 
exists only in an idea ever receding into obscurity, and 
losing all connection with reality. This is the great ques- 
tion which long ago made itself felt within our Church, 
and which will soon appear in all its strength. We must 
be prepared for it ^Tis time tliat the zealots of our Church 
cease to see in her only a national institution ; to recall 
to ihemaelTes her oecumenical character constituting her 
essence^ -which is above and more precious than all the 
rest The Church of Chiist and orthodoxy must not be 
made to consist in the peculiarities of an organisation 
constituted in this or that country, under the influence of 
different circumstances often tlio most unfavourable; or 
also in things accidental, Avliich often darken and disfigure 
the essence of religion, and in every case have nothing in 
common with her ; or in the architectural character of 
churches, in the form of images, in the number of buttons 
• on sacerdotal vestments ; or again, in the mode of joining 
the fingers of the hand to make the sign of the cross ; or 
again, in the educational establishments for the daughters 
of the clergy (as if children, or, in general, persons not in 
£Etct attached to the service of the altar, could form a part 
of the dezgy); finally, in a deigy understood in the sense 
of a caste and race apart 

But wo have no intention to touch to-day on great ec- 
clesiastical queationsy nor even to examine the proceeding 
between the Patriarch of Constantinople and the fallen 
Hospodar of the Danubian Principalities. We wish to call 
attention to but a single circumstance which tlirows a very 
bright light on our own affairs. The correspondence of the 
Patriarch of Constantinople with our Synod is preceded 
by an official statement of the events which gave rise to 
iU We see developed the long series of violent and ma- 
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levolent measures of the ex-Hospodar of Moldavia and 
Wallaehia, which sought to humUe and overthrow the 
orthodox Church. Kot content with subjecting the Church 

and hierarchy to all imaginable oppressions, Prince Couza 
aimed at destroying the dominant Church in its root, i.e. 
in the formation of its clergy. Taking care to organise in 
the best possible manner the Roman Catholic seminaries, 
he applied liimself at the same time to give to the orthodox: 
seminaries the worst organisation possible ; he forbade 
them instruction in the ancient languages, " with the ob- 
ject of placing the orthodox clergy on a comparatively 
lower educational level than that of the Latin clergy." The 
official statement forming the introduction to the docu- 
ments calls attention to this circumstance, as crowning the 
Aeries of malevolent measures taken hy the ez-Hospodan 
Without question, Prince Couza knew what he was ahonl 
He did not hide his designs. He acted as an enemy, and 
his acts corresponded — none hotter — to his intentions. 
His adversaries had every reason to point out in their 
indictment this systematic deterioration of the houses of 
education, which he had deprived of the classic languages 
as the most pedagogic and palpable of means. But in at- 
tacking Prince Couza in this fiisliion, what shall we say of 
ourselves 1 He acted as an enemy, he wished to destroy 
all instruction of tlie orthodox clergy ; and to this end, as 
the official statement justly observes, he took away from 
the orthodox seminaries the foundation of a classical edu- 
cation. 

Why then, we ask, is ahsolutely the same thing done 
in Bussia 1 If the acts of the minister of worship and 
public instruction in Boumania become a ground for accu- 
sation; if we see these malevolent and hostile acts ; what 
must he said of the reforms our seminaries underwent in 
1840, and our gymnasia in 1848 f What of the efforts 
made even to-day to maintain our houses of 'education in 
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the sitiiatioii created by these lefomu, to alter the new 
Begulation, the promulgation of wliich encountered so many 
difficulties — not to allow its application in those establish- 
ments where is trained a youth thoroughly Kussian and 
orthodox ? What must every rcflocting man think on see- 
ing that this new Regulation, which ouglit to give to in- 
struction among us the bases recognised by the whole 
civilised world, is put in oiuTation in provinces of th& 
West ; whOst at Moscow even the gymnasia are condemned 
to languish in a sad state of transition, and, so far as we 
can judge, seem destined to remain in this state during 
five whole years, with the prospect at the end of that time 
of being able to modify or even abrogate the new B^gula- 
tionl 

Ab to what respects our ecclesiastical schools, not ex- 
cepting the highest, we can positively aver that Prince 
Couza would have been perfectly satisfted ; be would have 
found nothing to change in order to attain the end he waa 
pursuing with so much method, decision, and freedom. 
Here everything Prince Couza could have done has been 
done, and much even beyond. And now, when the evil 
is ]}eing proved, and the acts of a foreign government 
unmasked to reveal it, are wo making serious efibrts to 
remedy iti What right, then, have we to attack Prince- 
Couza Y 

The eminent publicist who so brilliantly 
conducts the Moscow Gazette sets himself to- 
biing out a single point; but if any one will 
give himself the trouble to read his article with 
a little attention, he will easily be convinced 
that the apostrophe with which he concludes 
it covers not only the classical studies in the 
seminaries, but every reproach flung* at Prince 
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Coiiza. This work, wliicli rouses so mucli in- 
dignatiou in the Fhanar^ and Avliich the Nort/i- 
em Past bo seyerely lashes, is after all but a 
very poor counterfeit of Peter I.'s work. 

In presence of M. Katkoff 's vigorous rea- 
soning, let us place a few of the conclusions 
arriyed at by M. WassQieff, in his letter to the 
Bishop of Nantes. 

1. ' The first part of my reply has estab- 
lished that it is not possible, without offending 
against theology and canon law, to assert that 
a disciplinary change in a Church is a change 
in the constitution of that Church. 

2. * I haye had the honour of proving to 
yon that the gOYcrnment of a Church by means 
of a council, is of all forms the most ancient 
and canonical. 

3. * You have affirmed that the holy Synod 
was established exclusively by the sovereign 
of Bussia, and for the purpose of enslaving the 
Church of his empire : I have proved to you 
that it was otherwise. Eelying on facts and 
authentic documents, I have demonstrated that 
Peter the Great took part in the establishment 
of the holy Synod only in a measure proper 
to a sovereign careful of his public independ- 
ence — ^to a Christian sovereign having the right 
to share in the creation of an ecclesiastical in- 
stitution, in what concerns its civil and ex- 
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temal existence I have farther proved, 

in a solid manner, that the Kussian bishops 
took tbeir due part in the establishment of the 
holy Synod, both by the counsels they gave 
for its establislimeiit, and by the drawing up 
and approval of the organic statute of this per- 
manent counciL 

4. ^Ton have affirmed that the approval 
asked of the Patriarch of Constantinople was 
too late, and a pure formality : I have given 
incontestable proofs that, immediately after the 
convocation of the holy Synod, the sanction 
of all the Oriental patriarchs was sincerely and 
respectfully requested ; that it was canonically 
accorded with independence, and with the least 
possible delay.'* 

If Prince Couza, in the leisure a&brdedhim 
by the instability of human affairs, seeks con- 
solation in the perusal of M. Wassilieff 's pam- 
phlet, the page we have just quoted can excite 
in his heart only the most poignant regrets. 
Had he but known M. Wassilieff some years 
sooner, what a theologian, what a canonist, what 
an advocate might he have found in him ! How 
the learned archpriest would have kept in his 
place the Patriarch of Constantinople, with his 
council of deposed and non-deposed patriarchs, 
and the archimandrite Cleobulus himself I How 

* DUetuHMf kc, pp. 50, 51. 
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he would have sho^\^l to the NortJiem Post that 
it knew not what it was saying ! and how he 
would have obliged M. Katkoff to confess that 
he was speaking of things he did not under- 
stand, when he allowed himself to talk with so 
much iireverenee on the subject of the eccle- 
siastical schools, eyen the highest, L e. the 
academies ! M. Wassilieff would even have 
proved to the Synod that, if his conclusion was 
reasonable, he had advanced among the grounds 
of it propositions singularly bold, which could 
not be sustained without doing violence to 
theology and canonical law. 

We will now leave Prince Couza to his 
regrets, and M. Wassilieff to the contests with 
his numerous antagonists, and go at once to 
the heart of the question. 

Here we must carefully distinguish theory 
from practice. As we have been able, by the 
numerous documents we have cited, to satisfy 
ourselves, in a theoretical point of view, the 
doctrine of the Oriental Church touching the 
distinction of the two powers and the Church's 
independence is perfectly correct. Take, for 
example, M. Wassilieff. He defends the in- 
stitution of the Synod in Eussia, but is con- 
vinced that it is the work of the Eussian Church 
herself, and of the oecumenical Church, acting 
in the plenitude of theii' liberty and independ- 
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ence. Petor I., 'tis true, counts tkere for gome- 
thing, but merely gives his concurrence to the 
decisions of the Church. M. Wassilieff also 

admits the part assigned to the eliief procurator 
of the Synod, but in liim he sees only a bene- 
£Etctor and servant of this ecclesiastical assem- 
bly ; and if this servant eyer took upon himself 
to assume any authority, — if he raised his voice, 
if he undertook to counteract the deliberations 
of the Synod, or if he so £Eir forgot himself as> 
to close the discussion and raise the sitting- 
he who is so little the president of the Synod 
as not to be a memb^ of it, — the learned arch- 
priest would be ready to say to him, * Sir, you 
interfere with "what docs not concern you. The 
most holy assembly, of which you are not a 
member, desires to be alone in closing its de- 
liberations : go; when it needs you, it will call 
for you.' 

The holy Synod invites the bishops hold- 
ing their nominations of the lay authorities to 

confront the 30th canon of the holy Apostles. 
Now this canon runs thus: Si quis episcopus 
scB<mlaribu8 poiestaHlms tism ecdesiam per ipsaa 
ohtineat^ deponatur et segregeiiir^ et omnes qui 
iUi communicant^ He is therefore convinced 

* Ei jfy ^wtffKOiros kocthIkois AfX"^""' XPV'^^H-'*''^^} ^C. Hefele^ VOl* 
i. p. 183. We have already remarked that the text of this canon 
sufficiently proves that it is not of apostolic origin ; but it has been 
eanctioned by the authority of the Oriental Church, and still ha» 
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that, among all the bishops with whom :he is 
in commumon, there is not one who has had 
recourse to the secular power to obtain a bi- 
shopric. We need not cite the Patriarch of 
Constantinople, whose language is very strong. 
When, then. Catholic or Protestant writers 
advance that the Enssian Church recognises 
the Russian emperor as its hierarchical head, 
they are utterly in error. The Bussian em- 
perors are laymen, and have no place in the 
hierarchy. It is true that Paul I., confound- 
ing the consecration of emperors with sacer- 
dotal ordination, thought himself a priest. He 
one day wished to say Mass, and was success- 
fully turned from his purpose only by being 
reminded that, having been twice married, he 
was on this account disqualified for the service 
of the altar. But here was the wliim of an 
individual; although, however, somo trace of 
exaggeration could be found elsewhere* respect- 
ing the consecration of the anointed of the Lord 
and of His Christs. 

In the Byzantine Church we find, with re- 
spect to the emperors of the lower empire, for- 
mularies too obsequious, and a condescension 

the force of lav. ' If any bishop, making use of tiie secular powen, 
obtain a church thiongh them, let him be d^^osed and separated, 
and all who communicate vifh him.' 

* In the OHiee (f Orthodoxy. See Tondini ; The Pope, fto. 
pp. 102-103. 
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which is exaggerated. The doctrine of the 
outside bishop'^ reeeived there too great an ex- 
tension; but this very expression shows that 
the emperors are outside the hierarchy, and 
have no place therein; and it may be said that 
on this pointy as on many others, the doctrine 
of the Oriental Church has not been altered, 
her principles have not been sacrificed. 

We have spoken here only of theory. If 
we pass to her practice, we find ourselves in 
IDrescnce of a very different situation. Under 
the Byzantine emperors, as from the time of 
the old Tsars of Muscovy, we can verify, on 
the part of the temporal sovereign, exaggerated 
pretensions, and encroachments of the lay power 
on the ecclesiastical domains; but tins shows 
itself more or less everywhere. The Greek 
Church, like the Eussian, can be reproached 
with a certain softness, a certain want of energy 
in presence of these pretensions and encroach- 
ments of the civil power, — of fits of weakness 
more or less fi'e(iuent; but strictly speaking, 

* Eusebius, in 1. iv. c. xxiv. of his Life of Consiantine, says of 
the Emperor OonstantiQe : ' Wherefore, when once receiving us (the 
biahops) at table, he said in our hearing that he also was a bi- 
shop, using these words: ** Yon are bishops of those loUkin the 
Church ; but I too have beoi appointed by God a bishop of those 
outside the Cliurch." And, remembering his words, I observed that 
he governed all beneath his sway with episcopal solicitude, and 
urged them liy every means in his power to pursue the path of 
true piety.' (2Va/w.) 
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all this caa be considered as accidental, and 
transitoiy* Undoubtedly the Tsar Alexis de- 
posed the Patriarch Nicon, but he had recourse 
to the intcrv^ention of a couTicil attended by 
the Oriental patriarchs. Moreover, this de- 
position was regarded by contemporaries as a 
great iniquity. It was one of the first cares 
of Alexis's son and successor to repair it ; and 
Alexis himself^ when dying, oyercome by re- 
morse, requested pardon of the deposed pa- 
triarch. A violation of a law does not abolish 
it, aud a right is not destroyed because it has 
been forgotten. 

From all these considerations, we hesitate 
not to say that the doctrine of the Oriental 
Church nowhere recognises in the prince, we 
do not say the head of the Uniyersal Church, 
but not even the head of a particular Church. 
Must we from this conclude that M. "Wassiliefif 
is right, and that the Eussian Church, for ex- 
ample, is in possession of its independence? 
This is not what we wish to say ; hut to pre- 
sent this delicate and complicated question fully 
and clearly, we must enter into some detail. 

We will begin by examining the nature 
and extent of the authority assumed by the 
emperors of fiussia, and e:q>ressed by the term 
autocracy ; and here we specially have in view 
Peter I. and his successors. We are compelled 
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to admit that they airogate to themselves an 
aiifhority that does not belong to them; but 

let us carefully note, that this follows from the 
idea which they form of their power, not from, 
the dootrine of the Church of which they are 
part. *They assume the same rights in pre- 
sence of all Churches and all confessions ; and 
whilst professing to respect the dogmas of all 
confessions — whether Christian or not — they 
claim to haA c the upper hand everywhere in 
the government of religious as of civil society. 
Catherine II. very well e;spressed this idea in 
her ukase of August 12, 1762, on the goods 
of the clergy. Speaking of her predecessors, 
she there says, among other things, that they, 
' like all monarchs, received from Ood the prin- 
' eipal cmthority in the Church? One might fancy 
he heard the echo of St. Irenoeus's voice claim- 
ing for the bishops of Eome jt?oftbr«n prineir 
palitatem. 

Let us now listen to Peter I. as he seeks to 
justify the establishment of the Synod. ' Mo- 
narchs,' says he, ^although they possess an 
ausolute power, since, according to the Divine 
precept, an unhesitating obedience is due to 
them, employ councillors, not only for better 
getting at the truth, but also for stopping the 
calumnies of perverse men, who would ascribe 
this or that order of the sovereign to violence 
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aad passioDi rather than to the right and legi- 
timate cause. This applies still more to ecole- 
siastieal government, which is deprived of an 
absolute and independent power^ since domina- 
tion over the clergy is forbidden even to those 
who hold the helm of the Church.'* 

Confounding, by a clever sophism, the spirit 
of domination with authority^ Peter laid it down 
tiiat those who are at the helm of the Church, 
Tiz. the bishops, metropolitans, patriarchs, &c. 
— in a word, the pastors — are without inde- 
pendent authority. According to him, supreme 
authority in Church goyemment, as in civil 
society, belongs to the sovereign, whom all 
ought in everything to obey without murmur- 
ing. This settled, he finds it conyenient that 
tihie soyereign shoiQd be surrounded with eccle- 
siastical councillors, to aid him in governing 
the Church; but they are only councillors, and 
the authority intrusted to them they hold of 
liim, and are accountable for its proper exer- 

♦ ... * Monarch.'c etiam, quamvis absoluta gaudeant potentia, 
quippe quibus, secundum divinum prseceptum, obedientia citra 
reolaiiiaittixiMni deiietar, » oonailiariis tamen, noD eo soliim fine, vt 
in Torltele inTwtiguida f eUdni piofiaiaiit» led ne homiiMB qaoque 
perrioMMlioo ant illud per Tim potimi et ex ftffeota,qtiam jure et 
legitiiiie a monarchis praeoipi calanmientoryiDiiilme abhorrent. Id 
antem magis quadrat in ecolesiasticum regimen, utpote absoluta 
et independ^nte potentia destitutum adeo ut ipsi qnoque Ecclesiie 
gubemacula tenenti dominatio in olemm denegetur.' (^StatMtum 
QinoniGum Petri Magni, Petropoli, 1786, pp. 11, 12.) 

S 
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cise to him. These principles show themselves, 
under all forms, at the bottom of Eussian legis- 
lation. Thence springs the right of nammg 
and displacing bishops, and the complete and 
absolute dependence of the wliolc hierarchy on 
the sovereign. Thence, moreover, in matters 
ecdesiasticid, the concentration of the exercise 
of legislative authority in the hands of the em- 
peror. 1^0 ecclesiastical authority in the Eus- 
sian clergy, however exalted, can promulgate, 
modify, suspend, or abrogate any ecclesiastical 
law, without the emperor's consent and sanc- 
tion. On the contrary, it suffices, in order that 
a law of the emperor's on an ecclesiastical 
matter may become obligatory, that it have 
received the countersign of the Synod. This 
countersign would have the force of a guaran- 
tee, if it emanated from an independent au- 
thority ; but the organisation and mechanism 
of the Synod being such as we have described 
them, it is simply a formality. 

Not only, as we have said, is it in respect 
of the national and official Church that the 
Eussian government claims this authority, but 
also in respect of all religions. Hence the in- 
surmountable difficulties in the construction, 
and above all in the enforcement, of concordats 
with the Holy See. From the point of view of 
the Bussian government, the supreme author- 
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ity over the Catholic Church in Eussia sub- 
stantially resides in the emperor. He is quite 
willing that the Mass be said inLatin^ that the 
FUioqm be inserted in the symbol, that un- 
leavened bread be used, that the communion 
be in one kind only; but these concessions 
made, he sincerely beUeves he has the right to 
rule the Catholic Church in his States, the 
Protestant and Armenian^ just as the national 
Church. He applies the same principles to 
Jews, Mussulmans, and Buddhists; and this 
equality of all religions before imperial supre- 
macy constitutes what is in £ussia called 
toleration. As is witnessed, a perpetual mis- 
understanding and radical opposition exists 
between the Catholic Chiirch and the Eussian 
autocracy. 

The two powers speak a different language ; 

the same words in their lips have not the same 
signification. For our part, we are ready to 
admit that there may be in Bussia those who 
persecute the Catholic Church, and labour to 
destroy it, whilst quite persuaded that, with a 
certain degree of good faith, they are the most 
tolerant men in the world. 

We can now see how we are to understand 
the position maintained by M. Wassiliefi^ viz. 
^ The first part of my reply has preyed to you 
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that it is not permitted, without doing yiolenee 
to theology and canon law, to affirm that a 

change of discipline in a Church is a change 
of the constitution of that Church' (op. cit. 
p. 50). M. Wassilieff is here speaking of the 
establishment of the S}Tiod. What he calls a 
change of discipline is not only a change in the 
constitution of the Church, but the destruction 
of this constitution, the substitution of the im* 
perial power for the ecclesiastical in the govern- 
ment of the Church. 

We cited aboye the formula of oath taken 
by the members of the Synod. It will be re- 
collected that in it they declared that the em- 
peror is supreme judge in that assembly. M. 
Wassilieff gives himself much trouble to assign 
to this inconvenient text an acceptable sense. 
He supposes the formula of oath taken by the 
members to be composed of two parts ; in the 
jSirst, an oath of fidelity to the Church is taken; 
in the second, to the sovereign. He thence 
concludes that ^ the words quoted relate to the 
members of the Holy Synod only in their 
(j[uality of subjects, of dignitaries of tlic State, 
of members of a mixed assembly, having a 
double character— -religious and civil.' We 
have already observed that the members of the 
Synod do not recognise the emperor as their 
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judge — an avowal not asked of them — ^but as 
judge of the Synod, siipremum hujusce collegii 
judicemy which admits of no equivocation what- 
ever. This means that an a^^peal can be made 
from the Synod to the emperor, and to him 
only. Ifow, the Synod is the highest author- 
ity existing in the Bussian Church; to it all 
owe submission and obedience; it holds the 
place of patriarch. According to the letter of 
Jeremiah, Patriarch of Constantinople, it has a 
power equal to that of each of the four patri- 
archates; and yet it is under the emperor's 
Jurisdiction. After this it is difficult to dis- 
pute the emperor's exercise of authority over 
the Church. 

When Peter I. caused his son to he tried 
. ^d condemned, before the sentence was pro- 
nounced he requested a consultation with the 
clergy. We have the account of this: it is 
-dated Juno 18th, 1718, and is signed by eight 
bishops and six archimandrites^ of whom seve- 
ral are found among the signataries of the eccle- 
siastical statute and the first members of the 
fiynod. We there read this passage: *Who 
iias made us judges of those who exercise au- 
ihority over us? How can the members in- 
struct the head, which ought to instruct and 
^govern them The members arc the bishops ; 
ihe head is the Tsar; and £rom beginning to 
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end of this remarkable document the members- 
speak like bishops.* 

M. Wassilieff does not wi^li it to be said 
that the Bussian Church is subject to the civil 
power ; he is right. It can be said that the^ 
Church of Constantinople is subject to the sul- 
tan; but in spite of the oppression burdening 
her, we yet recognise in her a distinct society, 
with her own spirit, legislation, traditions, and 
magistrates : she wears chains, but still lives* 
In Eussia the situation is wholly different* 
The €hurch has no life of its own : in eyery-^ 
thing she receives impulse from without. The 
clergy wear mitres and copes ; this is the one 
respect distinguishing them from the other 
functionaries of the State. The Bussian Church 
is not subjected^ she is absorbed by the State : 
she is an inert instrument, a body without a 
soul. 

Between her and the old Bussian Churck 

there is no identity ; they are two things en-^ 

* A chanMstofjstio detail oonfimis our view. In the annual 

report published by the obicf procurator of the Synod, mention is- 
made of the new privileges just granted to the bishops. Hence- 
forth they will be able to absent themselves from their dioceses- 
for eight days, on simply giving notice to the Synod, and without 
waiting for its permission ; with the Synod's authorisation, they 
will be able to absent themselves for twenty-nine days; for & 
longer abeenee the imperial deolsion must be aaked. How olearlj 
do ire diwem the hierarehy fbiough tfaie arrangement: for efght 
days, the bidiop ; for a month, the Synod ; for six weelss or thre» 
months, the empeior. Ihis is at once ridicoloas and ocUoos. 
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tirely distinct, whose lesemblanoe is altogether 
eztemal. 

• Peter I. effected a religious revolution com- 
parable only to that accomplished in England 
by Henry YIII. and Elizabeth ; he did in Bus- 
sia what Prince Couza attempted in Eoumania. 
To be comdnced of this we have but to repro- 
duce an extract from the annual report recently 
presented to the emperor by Count Dmitri Tol- 
stoy, the present chief procurator of the Synod. 
See, first of all, how he appreciates the acts of 
the old Hospodar : ' Prince Couza,' says the 
report, *who evidently proposed to draw the 
people into union with the Latin Church, and 
separate them from the patriarchal see of Con- 
stantinople, proclaimed, arbitrarily and in con- 
tempt of the laws, the Eoumain Church to be 
independent of ail foreign ecclesiastical author- 
ity. At the same time he stripped this Church, 
• feigned to be independent, of the degree of in- 
dependence always enjoyed in her internal ad- 
ministration. The General Synod created by 
the Hoq>odar's decree, and destined to central- 
ise in its own bosom the high administration 
of ecclesiastical alfairs, has been placed in com- 
plete dependence on the laity. The right to 
convoke and dissolve this assembly was as- 
sumed by the Hospodar ; the choice of bishops 
and metropolitans he conhded to his ministers, 
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reserving to himself their confirmatioii. The 
ties of dependence binding the clergy to the 
diocesan bishop were relaxed; houses of in- 
struction subjected to a reform which deprived 
aspirants to the priesthood of the possibility of 
receiving a sufficient theological education ; to 
those who felt themselves called to the religious 
life, such excessively troublesome conditions 
were opposed as almost to amount to a bar to 
iheir embracing the monastic state ; civil mar- 
riage was recognised as legal, &c.'— This obvi- 
ously is the counterpart of Peter I.'s acts. The 
chief procurator is naturally averse to admit it ; 
and hence he sets himself to indicate the diflfer- 
ence. In his reply to the Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople, he says, in the same report, the holy 
Synod has set the facts in their true l^ht. Thus 
did Prince Couza support himself on an error 
as to theEussian patriarch having been replaced 
by a Synod, in virtue of the will of the emperor 
Peter I., and as to our method of nominating 
bishops. It has been shown that the establish- 
ment of the Synod took place with the bene- 
diction of all the Orientsd patriarchs; that in 
Eussia, even now, the bishops select the candi- 
dates for the episcopate, and that 'tis only aft^ 
this selection that one of the candidates is con- 
firmed by the supreme authority (z. e. the em- 
peror's). 
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In what, then, consists the difference, ac- 
cording to Count Dmitri Tolstoy ? First, in 
this, that the order of things founded by Peter 
I. received the sanction of the Oriental patri- 
archs, and, secondly, that the episcopal nomi- 
nations are sanctioned by the choice of the 
Synod. We willingly recognise that this double 
difference would he capital, if in either case 
there were anything more than a formality, an 
empty image. But in presence of the facts, it 
is impossible not to see that, if external forms 
seem to have been preserved, in reality every- 
thing has been changed. Prince Couza's Gene- 
ral Sjmod had even more independence than 
Peter's governing Synod : events have proved 
it. Count Tolstoy says that the Hospodar ar- 
rogated to himself the right of convoking and 
dissolving the General 83niod : we have shown 
that the Eussian Synod can oppose ho resist- 
ance to the emperor's wishes, since it depends 
on him to call to or dismiss from the Synod 
whom he please ; and none knows better than 
the chief procurator, unless it be the Synod it- 
sdf, that the emperor is not scrupulous in his 
choice of bishops. 

Now as to the approval given by the Ori- 
ental patriarchs to the establishment of the 
Synod. We are well aware that there was a 
sham-council in Eussia and a sham-approba- 
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tion on tke part of the Oriental patriarchs; 
bat it is certain that neither the council nor 

the patriarchs freely pronounced themselves^ 
In an article published September 8th, 1862, by 
the EcdestcLstical Talk,* under the signature of 
Father Athauusius, it is said, in reference to 
this council : ' Beyond a doubt those who sat 
in it did not consent, all, and at once, to Peter's 
proposition, ... but the Tsar's will, sustained 
by a few ecclesiastics, gained the day- (p. 221). 

Now, this article, although it bears visible 
traces of the author's embanasBinent, is on the 
whole favourable to Peter's innovation, and is 
clothed with the approbation of the ecclesiasti- 
cal censorship: the acknowledgment, therefore, 
has importance. What Father Athanasius 
says of Peter's council, we in our turn will say 
of the approbation of the Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople : 'tis a pure formality, which after the 
fiEict could not be reAised to the puissant em- 
peror who had vanquished Charles XII. and 
whose hosts inspired the Turks with terror, 
and the Greeks with hope. We may well 
suppose that if the patriarch had been con- 
sulted at an opportune time, and especially if 
he had not had to deal wit^i a prince whose 
power bore with so terrible a weight in th& 
councils of the Fhanar, he would not have al- 
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lowed an innovation, so unheard of in the an- 
nals of the Church, to pass without a protest. 
The approbation, however, does not legitimise 
Peter's work ; it proves only the abasement of 
the Greek Church. Moreover, we have shown 
. by dates that this approval was given only 
after the fact; no uneasiness was felt at the 
time of the institution of the Synod, nor was 
any dreamt of until the whole thing was done. 
This revolution was the work of Peter solely, 
without the concurrence of the Oriental Church. 

Finally, it was not the hrst time that the 
Tsars requested any concession and signature 
of the Eastern patriarchs : there were prece- 
dents. "When the Ukraine Church was severed 
from the Patriarchate of Constantinople, to be 
subjected to that of Moscow (1685), the whole 
matter was directly negotiated and concluded 
between the interested parties, without any in- 
tervention on the part of the Bysantine Church. 
Tlie lictinan Sauioilovich, fearing excommuni- 
cation, demanded that the consent of the Pa- 
triarch of Constantinople should be obtained. 
The latter, named James, and Dositheus, Pa- 
triarch of Jerusalem, began by refusing, declar- 
ing that to consent would be contrary to the 
rules laid down by the holy fathers. The Bus- 
sian envoys tlien addressed themselves to tlic 
Grand Vizier, who declared himself charmed 
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to do anything agreeable to the Tsar, and that 
he would at once issue the necessary orders to 

the patriarchs. Immediately afterwards, Dosi- 
theus found a canon which he had not known 
of, and which rendered perfectly lawM what 
had hitherto been impossible. In the interval 
James had been deposed, and replaced by Dio- 
uysius, who had before filled the see of Con- 
stentinople. Dionysins deliv^d to the Bus- 
sian envoys all the necessary papers, and re- 
ceived in exchange two hundred pieces of gold 
and forty skins of sable ; Dositheus also had 
two hundred pieces of gold. Dionysius, be- 
sides, demanded that money should be sent to 
all the episcopal signitaries of the acts, as was 
done in the time of the Tsar Feodore Ivano- 
vich, whose liberality was extended to all the 
bishops taking part in the erection of the ]\Ios- 
<$ow patriardiate (Solovieff, History of Russia^ 
vol. xiv, p. 35). 'Twas therefore the Grand 
Yizier's will and Eussia's geld that determined 
the consent of the patriarchs ; motives of the 
same kind caused the official recognition of tiie 
Synod. 

That Peter I. was more skilful than Prince 
Couza, we readily recognise^ but this is not the 
question. TSox is it a question as to whether^ 
in the organisation of the Eussiau Church in 
1721, imperial omnipotence showeditself openly, 
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or prudently veiled itself in a simulated garb, 
"Was the Ghnrcli in 1721 stripped of her legi- 
timate authority, or not ? This is the question. 
Prince Couza in Eoumania tried to usurp thia 
authority. We admit it, and subscribe most 
cheerfully to the judgment passed by the Pa- 
triarch of Constantinople, the Russian S}Tiod, 
the chief procurator of the Synod, and the 
Northern Post. But when they come to tell ns 
that in Eussia the Church has remained inde- 
. pendent, that it preserved all its rightful au- 
thority, we cannot accept this language, but 
demonstrate the contrary by facts. 

It is very easy to understand that a Church 
thus enslaved ought to find herself in a state 
of isolation with respect to the other Churches. 
This M. Katkoff has justly observed. Speak- 
ing of the different Churches of the Oriental 
communion, he says tiiey have no bond among 
them, no settled relationship; they are not 
parts of a whole. This would require a com- 
mon organisation, which would bind together 
their scattered members and make of them one 
body. There can be no unity where there is 
no centre. Let this centre be a council, a 
commission, or an individual, a centre is indis- 
pensable. Kow, this centre does not exist. 

Has it, at least, been sought to supply the 
place of these regular relations by exchange of 
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ideas ? Thus, for example, the different states 

of Europe are perfectly independent of one an- 
other, — ^they do not evea form a confederation; 
yet they maintain among themselves diplo- 
matic relations and correspondence ; they have 
representatives accredited one to another. In 
the Oriental Church there is nothing of the 
kind. The Sussian emperor is in closer rela- 
tions Tvith the emperor of China than is the 
Synod with the Patriarch of Constantinople ; 
and the letters exchanged in 1865, on the sub- • 
ject of the Boumain Church, are perhaps the 
fir,st instance of a common consultation for 
nearly one hundred and fifty years of the Sy- 
nod's existence. 

It has justly been said that the different 
Churches of the Oriental communion may bo 
compared to the defunct Germanic Confedera- 
tion, less the Franhfort Diet. How is it that 
they have never succeeded in constituting a 
kind of ecclesiastical diet, by which all corre- 
spondence should be ultimatumed, and which 
should serte as a bond to all the Churches, 
which now have become so completely es- 
tranged from one another? This long state 
of isolation, in spite of all stereotyped phrases 
about the immobility and unchangeableness of 
the Oriental Chui'ches, could not continue with- 
out the introduction of new situations, new 
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customs, and now points of view ; hence arose 
differences, as M. Katkoff very well observes, 
very perceptible, and even very profound. If 
among the clergy or laity in Bnssia there were 
people who would take religious affairs to 
heart, and feel a serious interest in the Church 
to which they belong, fiiese differences between 
the several Churclies, wliich pretend to form 
but one, would become the subject of conscien- 
tious study and of graver discussions. But it 
is not so. On the contrary, we behold the 
strangest indifference, and apathy the most 
complete. It needed that an Englishman* 
shoidd call attention to the very different man- 
ner in which the Constantinopolitan and Eus- 
sian Churches view the conditions necessary to 
the validity of baptism. 

At Constantinople baptism by immersion 
only is admitted as valid. The consequence is 
that, in the eyes of that Church, Latin Catho- 
lics and Protestants are not Christians. Should 
a member of either of them request to be re- 
ceived into the Greek Church, she will impose 
on him the obligation to be baptised. The 
doctrine of the Bussian Church is more liberal: 
in her view baptism by immersion is a matter 
of rite, and not of dogma. She recognises 

♦ W. Palmer, E?q., M.A., of Magdalen College, Oxon, the author 
of The Patriarch and the Ttar^ — llejplks of the humble Mcon, &g» 
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Latins and Protestants as validly baptised, and 
consequently as Christians; and when the other 
necessary conditions distinguish candidates, 
fhey are admitted into the Church firee from 
the obligation of a new baptism, as was lately 
seen in the case of the Princess Dagmar. If 
the opinion of the Greeks were rightly founded, 
this princess, as also all the Russian empresses 
and the spouses of the grand dukes, would not 
be Christians. The question is certainly not 
without importance ; and yet the Patriarch of 
Constantinople and the Eussian Synod are not 
agreed on it.* 

This state of separation, it is true, existed 
when the Russian Church had a patriarch at 
her head ; but since the creation of the Synod, 
since the absorption of the Russian Church by 

* Tb» Eeelesiastical Talk of Sept. 17, 186G, was seeking for ft 
means of reconciling on this point the Greek and Russian Churches. 
Nothing is stranger than the idea it has entertained. If we are to 
helieve the Eccl. Talk, the Greek Church fully admits the validity 
of baptism other^rise than by immersion, hut lias been obliged to 
exact a new bapti&m from those JLatins seeking admission into 
ber bosom, in oider to dmw deeper a line of demaieeiloa Mween 
Greeks and Latins, from fear of a reoonciliation ; and to this end 
has imagined nothing better than to make the Greeks believe that 
the Latins were not Christiana. We should never dare to attribute 
to the Greek Church such a proceeding. LyiDg, calumny, pro- 
fanation of a sacrament that cannot be repeated, — all this, accord- 
ing to the Ecclesiastical Talky the Greek Church would knowingly 
and willingly do 1 Reading this, we cannot believe our eyes. And 
this journal is published by the Scdesiastical Academy of St. Pe- 
tersbutg, under Ihe ejes and with the approbation of the Syiiod. 
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the State, the situation has been singularly 
aggravatecL Suppose an independent patnarch 
to be to-day (1872) at the head of the Russian 

Church, the facility and rapidity of communi- 
cation, the close connection into which the inte- 
rests t>f people the most distant enter,— every- 
thing will lead him into relations with his 
colleague of Constantinople. Nothing is more 
simple than to write a letter ; a few days af- 
ter comes the reply, and correspondence is 
established. Should any matter necessitating 
more complete explanation arise, he will send 
one of his priests to Constantinople. Instead 
of this, for the Synod to write a letter the 
emperor's authorisation is previously necessary; 
then, to produce unanimity, and to agree on 
the drawing up and on the choice of expres- 
sions, long deliberations must still ensue. The 
drawing up itself must be submitted to the 
ministry ; difficulties are multiplied ; nor will 
the letter ultimately be dispatched, unless it 
be in perfect harmony with the minister's in- 
structions to the ambassador. The Synod will 
take no step without being checked by a thou- 
sand restraints. In vain it holds the pen ; its 
writings will not emanate from it, but from 
the government. But the government may 
wish to gain over the patriarch to its interests, 
without allowing him to meddle with anything 

T 



Digitized by Google 



274 



The Synod. 



Chap. Y. 



whatever, even as a councillor, on the affiurs 
of the Bussian Church. 

So also as to the relations of the Synod 
with the Eussian bishops. Once admit the 
hypothesis of a patriarch, and nothing is easier 
than an intimate, familiar, and cordial corre- 
spondence between him and the bishops. From 
time to time the bishops come to visit him, 
open their hearts to him, share with him their 
embarrassments, the difficulties they encounter, 
the troubles they feel; and so a half-hour's 
conversation can terminate an affiur which 
would have demanded months of correspond- 
ence. "With the Synod, naught but bureau- 
cracy, papers passing from the chancery of the 
consistory to that of the Synod, a mere ex- 
change of formulas with signatures, — what 
can issue from thence ? 

Suppose, however, that the bishop has, with 
great difficxdty, obtained permission to come to 
Petersburg, he visits one after another all the 
members of the Synod, explains his business, 
and succeeds (a thing unheard of) in bringing 
them all to his opinion, — ^the opposition of the 
chancery, and especially that of the chief pro- 
curator, can stop everything. ^ It would seem 
as though a system had been expressly in- 
vented to multiply instead of taking away dif- 
ficulties, and to prevent all action. Once 
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caught in this network, ttie bishops and clergy 
lose all power of judging the situation. They 
do not satisfy themselves as to the causes of 
fhe servitude which enthralls them. They do 
not understand that the root of all the mischief 
is the absorption of the Church by the State. 

We here touch the heart of the question. 

Of what use are all commissions and in- 
quiries on the situation of the clergy ? They 
never will tell the truth ; they never can, even 
if it be that those who compose them have in- 
wardly some suspicion of it. The root of the 
evil, we repeat, is the State's absorption of 
the Church. Leviteism and the invasion of 
bureaucracy into ecclesiastical administration 
are doubtless very great evils, but they are 
the necessary consequences of the fundamental 
evil; and the knot in which all the mischievous 
fibres of the system gather is the Synod. The 
remedy is the abolition of the Synod. This 
should be the aim of every efibrt, the delenda 
est Carthago of every discourse. 

The only men in Eussia who understand 
this are the Eascolniks. ^ I neither recognise 
absolutely nor countenance your Synod and 
the clergy of your Church,' said one of these 
sectaries (Kelsieff, vol. i. p. 220). Another ras- 
colnik of Yaroslaff said to Count Steinbeck^ 
'The Greco - Bussian religion is a pro&ne 
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worldly religion ; it is not based on a true and 
sincere conyiction ; it is a government instra- 

mcnt I'or maintaining order and the worsliip of 
earthly authority.' 

This tenesteial authori^ i8 designated^ 
tichrist: *The seal of Antichrist, say they, is 
subordination to its autliority ; 'tis the observ- 
ance, in Christ's name, of laws made in the 
spirit of Antichrist; 'tis the contempt, the en- 
slavement of the Church' (Kelsieff, 4th Eook, 
pp. 327-329, London, 1862). These poor people 
are doubtless coarse and ignorant, but they are 
sound in judgment. They have seen where 
the source and principle of all the evils really 
are J long ago they drew their conclusions from 
the premises put forward by the Patriarch of 
Constantinople against Prince Couza; they 
applied the canons he cited. 

Here is the Synod of Bussia, which in 1866 
recalls the apostolic canon, in virtue of which 
a bishop guilty of having had recourse to the 
secular powers for his nomination is deposed 
and excommunicated, with all who communi- 
cate with him. In thus speaking, the Synod 
justifies all the rascolniks, who do not wish to 
hear anything of commimion with it. The 
existence of the Synod is the true cause of 
rascolnism. Suppose the Eussiau Chiu-cli in- 
dependent, and the clergy a little educated^ a 
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qtiarter of a century will not pass befojre the 

return of the Staroveres to the Church's com- 
munion. 

To whatever side we turn our gaze, — ^the* 
rascol rending the Eussian Church, the isola- 
tion of this Chui'ch with respect to other Ori- 
ental Churches, Leviteism, the encroachmeat of 
bureaucracy, — ^we perceive only consequences 
of the absoii)tion of the Chiu'ch which the State 
has effected by means of the Synod. The end. 
will be the conviction that the reform neces- 
sary and indispensable in the bosom of the- 
Bussian Church is the abolition of the Synod. 
From this consequence there is no escape. 

Must, then, the patriarch be reestablished? 
Wc will say neither Yes nor ^JsTo. An inde- 
pendent patriarch at the head of the whole 
Bussian Church would be invested with such 
a power, and afford so few guarantees, that we 
fully apprehend the fears which would insure 
the rejection of this project. Besides^ there 
woiQd always exist a fear lest he should be- 
come an instminent in the hands of power, or 
even a spiritual emperor, before whom the 
temporal emperor, the state itself, and all the 
populations foreign to the national Church, 
would have to be effaced. 

What, then, is to be done ? K a patriarch 
is wished at any price, he must himself be sub- 
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jeot to a higher authority: we have named the 

Pope. If it is not wished to have a patriarch 
residing in the country, the example set by all 
Catholic nations shoidd be followed, and the 
authority of the Pope — the first of the patri- 
archs — be recognised. There exist no other 
means of haying a Church: that is free without 
being fectious, and that yields obedience to 
the laws without suffering enslavement. 
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tcoabled times. 



Christian Schools and Scholars. 

By the Author of the " Three Chan- 
cellors," Knights of St. John," &c. 
Two vols. 8vo, 30«. ; cash, 258. 
This important and interesting WOirk 
should be in every libraxy. 

Life of St. Ignatius. By Father 
Ba&tou, S.J. 2 vols. 14«. 



Life of Blessed Charles Spinola, 

&J. By Father Bhockae&t, Qs. 



The Path which led a Protestant 

Lawyer to the Catholic Church. By 
P. Bu Bdjuimr. 8to» 8f • 6dL 



Balmez' Fundamental Philo- 
sophy. BjBaomanm, 2to1i. IBs, 

Irish Homes and Irish Hearts. 
By Fajtht Tatlob, Anthor of Ea»> 

tern Hospitals," ''Tjhoioo,'* &0. 
Handaome cloth, 6«. 



YfoBKB BT Fathers of THE SOOISTY 

OF Jesus. 

Beply to Dr. Pnsey's "Eiren- 
icon." By Bey. Father Hakfer. 
8to, Ifit. 

Tita yatm noitri, Xeditaatibiu 

piopoilta. By the Rev. H. J. Cole- 
BiDOB. Cloth, It, ed,i calf, 10». 6d, 



Life of Blessed Margaret Mary 
Alacoc^ae. By Bey. G. Tickell. 

Sermons, Part I. By Fathers 
CoLBBXDes and Hathaway. 2t, — 

Part II. By Fathers Gallwey and 
Parkinson. 2«. — Part 111. By 
Fathers Pa&iunsom, Cole&idoe, aud 
Hahpm. 2«. 

Ditto, the Thiw Pteli in One. Goth, 

ITnioia iMi Home. By Father 
Ghubxib. 1«. 

The Chnreh of 8t Patriok. By 

Father WAsnnvroBm it, Bd» 

Tho Papacy and Sehiflm. By 

Father BoTXAUA. 2$.6d, 

InfaUibility of tiio Popo.* By 
the same. lOt. 6d 

Eeply to Benonf on Pope Hono- 

rins. By the same. 9t, wL 

The Life and Letters of St. 
Franeif Xavier. The nanatiye and 
arrangement hy the Rey. H. J. OoLB* 
nioos. (Preparing.) 



A'Kempis. The feUowingof Christ, 

in four books; a new translation, 
beautifully printed in royal 16mo, 
with boraera round each page, and 
illustrative engravings after designs 
by the best German artists. Cloth, 
3«. Qd, ; calf, 68. 6 J. ; morocco, 6$. ; 
gilt, 10^. ftd, IMtto, antique morooco, 
with clasp, and beautifully illustrated 
with numerooB engravings, 26c. 



Vesper Book for the Laity. This 

volume contains the Office of Vespers 
(including Compline and Benedic- 
tion), complete ibr the first time for 
every day in the year, with the New 
Offices and Supplements. Roan, 
gilt edges, 3^. 6a.; calf, ta, 6c/.; 
motocoo, 68. 6d. ; gilt, 7& 6dL The 
same, in thin veUam, half an inch 
thUsk, samepxicea. 
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Lives of the Eoman Pontiffs. 

4 vols. 4to, in half antique calf, 40 
beautiful steel engravingSi 4L 
doth* 81. Ite. 

Batler*8 Lives of the Saints. 4 

Tok. 4to, best editkn, oaU; 82. lOf. , 

Imitation of the Sacred Heart. 
Bf Father Absold, &J. CUf, St.; 

morocco, 9». ; ditto, with flaps, 12*.; 
illustrated with numerous engrav- 
ings, antiquo morocco, gilt, with 
clasp, 26f. 

New Meditations for every Day 
in the Year. By a Father of the 
Bociety of Jesus. New and revised 
edition. S Tola. «alf^ 16ff.; moraooo, 
17ii 

Kodrignez' Christian Perfection. 

2 vols, calf, 128. ; morocco, 14«. 



; or Spiritual Exercises 

of St. Ignatius. Calf, Qs 6(1. ; mo- 
xooco^ 7«. &d, i ditto, gilt, 8i. tk<. 

Practical Piety. St. Francis of 
Salea. Calf^ 6«. morocco, 7s. ; ditto, 
g0t,8fc 

Lyra Litnrgica. Calf, 7«. QtL; 
morooco, df.; ditto, gilt, lOt. 

Spiiitnal Qoiibat 10mo, calf, 

fit. t BW fO flflOb It, I dittOi gfli. Stm 

Fonnnlarinm Sacerdotale; con- 
taining the Form of erecting the Via 
Crucia; BleBsinff of SoapulMS, Koea- 
xifls, Ao.; Ritual of Admiiiainn into 
the Third Orders ; «ad other forma 
useful to the Clergy. Edtt^4 by 
£ev. J. Moaaia. Cfoth, 2t. ad 

Pnllerton's, Lady 0., Life of St. 
Fhoieaa of Bomo. 2t. ; ohoatf edi- 
tion, U. 8<f.— Lannntia, a Tut of 
Japan. St. 6cL 



Lig^ori (St. Alphonso). New and 
improved Translation of the Com- 
plete Works of St. Alphonso, edited 
By Father Coffin ; 

Vol. I. The Christian Virtnea, and 
the means for obtaining them. Cloth 
elegant, 4«. — Or, separately: (1 .) The 
Loveof our Lord Jeana Christ, l8.4d. 
(2.) Treatise on Prayer, 1«. ^d. {In 
the ordinary editions a great part of 
titit worh U tmiUed.) (3.)AChil». 
tian's Rale of Life, It. 

Vol. II. The Mysteries of the 
Faith — the Incarnation: containing 
Meditatfona and Devotuma on the 
Birth and Infancy of Jesus Christ, 
etc. ; suited for Advent and Christ- 
mas. 3t 6d. Cheap edition, 2«. 

Vol. III. The Mysteries of fhe 
Faith— the BlessedSaonuneDt. ZtjSd, 
Cheap edition, 2«. 

VoL IV. Etenud Tnitha— Pre- 
paration fiir Death. St. 9d, CSheap 
edition, 2». 

Vol. V. Treatises on the Paaaion. 
Containing, ** Jemia hath lored ns/' 
etc. $8. Cheap edition, 2«. 

St. Liguori's "Jesus hath loved 
im," separately, new and correct edi- 
tion^ 9a. eloth. 

Visits to the B. Sacrament and to 
the B. V. Mary. An entirely new 
translation by the Kedemptorist 
Fathers. U. cloth; hoond, roan, 
Is. 6d.; French morocco, 2*. 6d.] 
calf, 4«. ; morocco plain, 4t. 6c{. ; 
narooQO gilt, 5«. Qd, 

Little Flower-Oarden, or Tales 

for the Young. First Series. Price, 
in a packet, 28. ; cloth, 28. 6i. Ellen's 
Dream, &o. Lucy's Pil^mage. 
The Shepherd Boy. Beqoieacat in 
FSoe. DttleAdam. The Cherries, 
etc. The Rosary. No Virtae without 
Struggle. Little Martin. Tale of 
the .^jdennea. The Two Mothers. 
ThsTwoItaUans. 



[anna of the New Covenant: 
lleditatioDS fat Comnmnlon. By 
the Rey. Dr. pAAm. Glolih, neat, 
2t.6(i. 
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The Martyrdom of St. Cecilia : 
a Drama. By Albamt J. CHBiaTiEf 
&J. With a Fnmtiipieoe after 
Molitor. Glolih elegant, 6», 



Works by Dr. Newman. 

The Grammar of Assent. Cloth, 

Sa. 6d. 3rd Edition. 

Verses on varions Occasions, now 
collected for the first time. Fcap. 
■ 8to, 2nd edit, 6t. 

The Unam of Oenmtiiu. Sepa- 

ratety, <hl; doth, U. 

ThtChiirelLof theFathm. Kew 

edition, 58. 
Callista. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, Ss. 6d. \ 
Lost ajid Gain. Foap. 8vo, doth, 

48. 

Lectures on the Turks. 4s. 
Oocasional Sermonf. Fcap. 8vo, 

cloth, 6*. 

An Essay on Development. 12<. 

The Life of S. Teresa, written hy 

herself: anew translation from the 
last Spanish Edition. To which is 
added for the first time in English 
The Rklationa, or the Manifesta- 
tions of her {Spiritual State which 
the Saint submitted to her Confessors. 
Translated by Davii> Lewis. In a 
handsome volume, 8vo, cloth, 10«. 6d. 

"TheworfctohicmiwiwMfl; and Mr. Lewis's 
run MtiiftilneM andf ftSidtjr as a tnmdator 

are known 90 well, that no word of ours can be " . v i.t- r^\. • r 

neoe&Hury to miiku the volume eagerly looked J DOVOtlon tO tho Xl inO ChOUS Of 

fW." — lJuf'Hii lirrirtc. 

'•We have in this grand book perhaps the 



Life of Mother Margaret, of the 

U Third Order of &L Dominio. 2nd 

The Biven of Damaieas and 

Jordan : a Causerie. By a Tertiary 
of the Order of St Dominio. Price 

The Invitatiott Heeded: Beasons 

for a Return to Catholic Unity. By 
Jamks Ki:nt Stone, late rresident of 
Kenyou College, Gambler, Ohio, and 
of Hobart College. Cloth, bt. 6<2. 

** Dr. Stone** book has a deep interest, both 
as a statemeat of his reasons for his rotom to 
Catholic Unity, and as one of the ablest, most 

leanied, and witisfrutoiy arguments for the 
Church that a convert from Anglicanism has 
given us. 

"Ah far as argument can avail anything 
again.it such an enemy, his book ia tha dotth* 
wanant of A nglicanimn."— Da. BaowMMW in 

The Hidden LIIIb of Jenu: a 

Lesson and Model to Christians. 
Translated from the Fiend& of 
lk)Ui)OK. Cloth, 2s. 



moat copious Hpiritual autobiography of a Saint, 
and of a JiiatUy-laToitted Saiak tAat exists."— 
Month. 



Holy Angels, and especially to the 
Angel-Guardians. Translated from 
the same. 3s. 



Life of St. Paula. From the 

French. With beautiful Frontispiece. 
Small 6vo, ia. iid.; neat cloth, 2a, 

The TTnity of the Episcopate 
ooaridered with reference to certain 

Anglican Difficulties and Preten- 
sions. By Knw A uu H&lly TaoXP- 
80N, M.A. Cloth, 4fl. 

Thie ottfeel of tiiJa waA (a Ihr copies of 

which remain on hiuid) is to show the neces- 
sary connection which subsidtii betwiieu tho 
Papiii I'rerogatiTei and tha Qrgaaio Unity of 
the Churdi. 



Dispntationes Theolog^cae tie 

Justitia et Jure ad Norinam Juris 
Municipalis Britannici et Uiber- 
niciv c (iiif()rm;t.t;e. Auctore Geokqio 
C&ouLV, in Collegio S. Patricii apud 
Maynooth Sacrse Theologisa Dogma- 
tical et Moratis Piofessore. 12mo, 



Faith and Eeason. A transla- 
tion of the well-known work of the 
Aljb6 MARTiNtn*, well adapted for 
circulation in the jffesent day. 8tO| 
cloth, 6«. 6d. 
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The New Testament Narrative, 

in the Words of the Sacred Writers. 
With Notes, Chronological Tables, 
and Maps. A book for those who, 
as a matter of education or of devo- 
tion, wish to be thorouj^hly well 
acquainted with the Life of our Lord. 
What is narrated by each of His 
Evangelists is woven into a con- 
tinnoiu and chronological nanralave. 
Thna the study of the Gospels is 
complete and yet easy. Cloth, 28. 

" The compilers dc&erve greiit praise for the 
manner in which thev have peifonned their 
tack. We commend his little volume as well 
ta»A carefully printed, and as fkunidiuig its 

readers, moreover, vdth a i^reat amount of 
useful information in the tables inserted at the 
end."— Month. 
" It is at onc« dear, complete, and beautiful." 

The Countess of Olosswood : a 

Tale of the Times of the Stuarts. 

From the French. 3«. 6d. 

**nie tale is well written, and the tmuila- 
ti<m seems cleverly done."— Month. 
"This volume is prettily got up, and we can 

strongly recommend it to nil as an excellent 
and instructive little book to place in the hands 
of the younp." — Jfest minister Gazette. 

" An excellent translation, and a very pretty 
tale, well told." — Vatholic Opinion. 

««Xhis isa piaiiy tale of a Pmitan oonver- 
flioii ui the tune of Ghaxtoa n., piettily got 
up, and a pleasing addition to «nr kniaing- 
libraries."— TbA/rt. 

" Tliif' lale belonga to a class of which we 
have had to thjink Jifessrs. Bums foi many 
beautiful specimens. Such bookfs, while they 
are delightAil reading to us who are hapmly 
Oatholics, have another important merit — they 
set forth the claims of Catholirii?m, and must 
do a va.st deal of ^ood among Protestants who 
ca^sually meet with and peruse them. The 
book before US is beautiAdlv eot u p. and 
would be aa oniMMPt to aaj wm.'*-- IrMUy 

The Agonising Heart : Salvation 
of the Dying, Coofldlatioii - of the 

Afflicted. By the Rev. Father Blot, 
Author of " The Agony of Jesus." 
With approbation of the Bishop of 
Uaof. nio^4§, 2to1s. 



The Lore of our Lord Jems 

Christ. Three vols. 8vo, 31«. 6d A 
translation for the first time of the 
standard work of Sr. Jure. 



The Glories of Mary. By St. 

Alphonsub Liouori. Edited by the 
Rev. F. Coffin, rrovincial of the 
Redemptorists. New edition, cloth, 
3<. 6<2. This is the only edition 
which has the Woxfc of the SAint 
entile, and in % coneot t»w«lati<m. 

The Eaceolta of Indnlgenced : 

Prayers. Translated (by authority) I 
by the Bev. Father Sr. John. Ne w | 
editioiif oloth, 3«. 6d; calf, 6«. Sap- 
plement to former editions, 6rf. — I 
Also, vnifomif SftXZft OA Twdttl- 1 

gences, i«* j 
Memorials of those who suffered ; 

for the Faith in Ireland in the Six- ' 
teen th, Seventeenth, and Eighteenth 
Centuries. Collected from authentic | 
and original doenmenta lay Mtves 
0'Reill7, RA., LLJ>. Sto^ cloth, 
78. Gd. I 

" A very valuable compendium of the mar- | 
tyrology of Ir^sjid duruof the times of active 
Protestant persecution. The languaj^ of many 
of these original recmrda is mezpiessibljr touch 
ing."— Dublin Seview* ** 
nxoiiGs."— Month. 



The Doctrine of the 

Life, hy Father La&UDEAXT, CUT. 
{ Mew edition, 6s. 



A Harmony of the Gospels. By 
the BcT. Father Law, of the Ozatoxy. 
It. 

Little Book of the Love of God. 

By Count Stolbero. With Life of <. 

the Author. Cloth, 2t. 

'* An ftdmiraKto little treati.se, perfectly . 

— Bxsnop or BxamxaHAX. | 

Heroines of Chaiitsr. Containing 

Popular Lives of 



Mme. de Miramion. 
Mme. de PoUoJion. 
Mdlle. de Lamoignon. 
Louise de Marillac. 



The Sistm of Tb- 

oennes. 
Jeanne Biaoot 
Anne de M^nn* 
The Little SMlIt cf 

the Poor. 



Cloth neat, 2«. Qd. 
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